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IN THIS ISSUE:                                                                   Sha’ar Zahav Welcomes You! 

The
Jewish

Chanukah is our holiday of rededication. I am so proud to be president 
of Sha’ar Zahav at a time when so many of us have rededicated our-

selves to building a community that affirms the sacred in every one of us. 
It is so exciting as we mark 40 years as a community! We have come so 

far since a small band of mostly gay men gathered in the basement of Glide 
Memorial Church in the summer of 1977. Today, we are a diverse, growing 

and thriving congregation with so much positive energy.

This fall, we packed the Herbst Theatre for our inspiring High Holy Day ser-
vices. In case you missed the action downstairs, our children’s’ services were 

also engaging – and  overflowing with kids, parents and wonderful energy. 
Our new rabbi, Mychal Copeland, has been leading us with meaningful sermons 

that call us to action. In response, two new social action programs are under 
way, one to support immigrants and refugees, the other focused on multi-faith 

outreach. Both initiatives are driven by congregants new to our community who 
have stepped into leadership roles. 

Our Shabbat services on Friday evenings and Saturday mornings are attracting visi-
tors who check us out, are inspired by our liturgy, and appreciate the warmth of our 

welcome. Others are joining us for Tot Shabbat with our favorite song leader, Isaac 
Zones, which happens on the second Friday of the month, and includes dinner after 

services. Increasingly they are saying yes to membership. At our last few board meet-
ings, we’ve voted in record numbers of new members.

This year, we once again celebrated Sukkot in Dolores Park with children, parents and 
non-parents together enjoying the experience of eating outdoors in the sukkah and shaking 

the lulav in a public setting. Others gathered in a sukkah in a member’s home to discuss the 
affordable housing crisis in the Bay Area, intimately sharing our personal experiences – and 

brainstorming how we can support members of our community facing housing challenges. We 
ended this festival with a lively celebration of Simchat Torah, filled with joyful music and 

dancing to end the Torah cycle and begin anew. These diverse expressions of Judaism and spiri-
tuality are what make our community so special. (continued on page 12)

  A  M essage From O ur President
  B y  MICHAEL CHER TOK
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for Reform Judaism, the World Congress 
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der Jews, and the San Francisco Inter-
faith Council

Sha’ar Zahav Staff
RABBI  Mychal Copeland
(x301) rabbi@shaarzahav.org

CANTOR  Sharon Bernstein
(x308) cantorbernstein@gmail.com

DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION  Leeaht Seegev
(x302) education@shaarzahav.org

DIRECTOR OF ENGAGEMENT  
Heidy Zohar Ramirez
(x303) heidy@shaarzahav.org

ADMINISTRATOR 
Sharon Heath
(x304) sharonh@shaarzahav.org

Officers
PRESIDENT  Michael Chertok
president@shaarzahav.org
VICE PRESIDENT  Larry Best
                            Diana Buchbinder
                            Nancy Levin
RECORDER  Marc Lipschutz 
TREASURER  Laura Lowe

Va’ad Members
Ann Daniels, Don Fischer, Susan Leff,
Rachel Nancollas, Martin Rawlings-Fein, 
Michael Rice, Laurie Trupin, Larry Wexler, 
and Andy Williamson 

When I was growing 
up, my parents threw 
the most elegant Cha-
nukah parties. My 
mom, a decorator, 
relished the opportu-
nity to throw a party 
with pizazz. Down the 
bannister streamed a 
garland – some years 
a deep green theme 
with flowers or elegant 
dreidels, other years 
covered in white like 

The Winter  Holiday D ilemma
B y RABBI  MYCHAL COPELAND

the snow we would never see in Southern Cali-
fornia. Year after year, barely observant relatives 
and our synagogue’s rabbi criticized her elabo-
rate decorations as too Christmassy. 

For her critics, Christmas was perhaps an an-
nual symbol of how our tiny Jewish minority is 
threatened by a dominant Christian culture, and 
my mom was blurring that line. Maybe attending 
this Chanukah party fulfilled their need to be in 
a distinctly Jewish place during the onslaught of 
the Christmas commercial season. 

Jews often become confused at this time of year 
about how to approach Christmas as it morphs 
from a religious holiday into an American cul-
tural festival. In the words of Jewish philosopher 

Mordecai Kaplan, how do we live as members 
of two civilizations – both Jewish and Ameri-
can? The figure of Joseph from our Torah read-
ings this month reminds us that this confusion 
is nothing new. 

The shapers of our tradition vigorously de-
bated just how assimilated the exiled Joseph 
had become after being brought to Egypt, and 
have long employed his struggles as a Jew in 
a non-Jewish place to help us navigate similar 
realities in different historical contexts. Joseph 
traded his garb for Egyptian clothing, changed 
his name and went to work for Pharaoh. But 
the early rabbis, worried about the message 
this would send to their own diaspora com-
munity, asserted that no one of that generation 
changed their names, and that Joseph never 
forgot his Hebrew. 

As we stand in line at Starbucks this season, 
debating how we feel about whatever holi-
day wishes they place on their cups, we might 
remember that as American Jews and those 
connected to Jews, this tension is part of be-
ing Jewish. Like Joseph, we will continue the 
dance of living in two (or, perhaps, more) 
civilizations. And we will proudly bring our 
particularities to the table while ensuring that 
other minority traditions are not overshadowed 
or discriminated against as they are celebrated.
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EDITORIAL TEAM  Annye Bone, Judith Cohen, 
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DESIGN AND LAYOUT  Steve Davis
starspringsf@yahoo.com

The Jewish Gaily Forward is published four times 
a year by Sha’ar Zahav: September, December, 
March, and June. The deadline for submissions is 
45 days prior to the publication date: July 15th, 
October 15th, January 15th, and April 15th.  All 
submissions to the JGF must meet editorial 
requirements and length requirements.

Specifications supplied upon request.

Permission to reprint with attribution 
granted. Articles reflect the opinion of 
their authors and not those of Sha’ar Zahav. 
Proofing errors will be atoned for each 
Yom Kippur.

ADVERTISERS: contact Sharon Heath 
at sharonh@shaarzahav.org 
or 415-861-6932, extension 304.

Sha’ar Zahav reserves the right to reject 
any advertisement.

SHA’AR ZAHAV   CANTOR’S MESSAGE

Or zarua la-tzadik, 
u-l’yishrei lev simcha:  
Light is sown in those 
who are righteous, and 
joy planted in those 
who are straightfor-
ward in their hearts. 
~ Psalms 97:11

Imagine little seeds of 
light, fluttering down, 
nestling into each of 
us, into every life on 
the planet. Imagine 

those seeds growing, flourishing, spreading 
light inside and outside. Imagine the world 
filled with light. 

Imagine also that we don’t have to wait for 
those seeds – that we can create and plant 
them anywhere and everywhere we like – in 
ourselves, in others, in the world. It’s not 
always easy to see light, to bring it forth, par-
ticularly when times are difficult, when the 
world seems dark. 

The Zohar (a book of Jewish mystical teach-
ings) says that each of us has a spark given 
to us at birth, an individualized expression of 
the divine. That spark, that light, exists in us 
at all times, but sometimes we’re not connect-

S eeds of  Light
B y CANTOR SHARON BERNSTEIN

ed with it. Sometimes it needs a little attention, 
a little nourishing, to bring it forth. 

There’s not a lot of time in our world for spark-
nourishing; it tends to fall by the wayside in 
the face of pressures such as keeping up with 
email, brushing our teeth and doing the dishes. 

But that being said, the spark is there, and 
sometimes it’s enough just to know that it’s 
there, to remind ourselves of its existence, for 
it to start sending out more light. 

We can also nourish it through our words, our 
thoughts, our intentions. As the Hassidic Mas-
ter Dov Ber of Mezeritch said, “Place all your
thoughts into the power of your words, until 
you see the light of the words. You can then 
see how one word shines into another, and how 
many lights are brought forth in their midst.” 

Perhaps best of all, we can nourish other peo-
ples’ seeds as well. Light abounds when we 
give a kind word, let someone go in front of us 
in line, or show up where there’s need.

Cantor Bernstein leads us with music and 
new tunes at Shabbat services on the third 
Friday of each month.
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I spent the whole 
night tossing and 
turning before fi-
nally realizing I had 
the back-to-school 
jitters. 

No, I wasn’t the stu-
dent, but was prob-
ably more nervous 
than the students 
themselves! 

It was the night 

M ak ing Judaism Relevant  I n  The M o dern World
B y LEEAHT SEGE V /  Di rec tor  of  Educat ion

before the launch of our new Beit Sefer Phyl-
lis Mintzer (BSPM) religious school curriculum 
and I was having trouble sleeping. Was every-
thing prepared, did I forget something, what 
about snacks, I bought snacks, right? I finally 
reassured myself that all was in place before 
finally drifting off for a few hours of slumber.

Our first day of school turned into a beautiful 
microcosm of my larger vision for the school. 
After opening circle (with our new rabbi), fami-
lies joined their children to get a preview of 
how our school would run. 

We looked together at three sayings from Pirkei 
Avot (a compilation of ethical writings), dis-
cussing in small groups how these ancient Jew-
ish texts were still relevant to our lives today. 
Then we took what we discussed and, on a large 
piece of paper, each group drew what they felt 
their particular saying represented. 

All three groups worked together to create one 
large code of ethics that represented how differ-
ent aspects of Judaism and Jewish values work 
together in our lives. 

Using texts as a springboard into experiential 
activities is going to be a core foundation for 
the school. Allowing kids to see firsthand the 
relevance of Judaism in the modern world is 
an important goal at BSPM. 

We took that code of ethics to launch our first 
unit on Jewish Values. The children spent the 
next few weeks learning what Judaism has to 
say about the refugee crisis.

They proudly presented their findings and 
work during our first intergenerational day in 
mid-October. One group performed a play with 
a modern take on the story of Sarah and Abra-
ham’s tent. Another group of students will do 
a live podcast/filming with a local refugee. 

We will also be making protest signs that will 
become a community resource for our mem-
bers to use. This is a way of tying Judaism 
into our modern world, and our school to our 
larger Sha’ar Zahav community. 

“A l l o w i n g  k i d s  t o  s e e 

f i r s t h a n d  t h e  r e l e va n ce 

o f  J u d a i s m  i n  t h e 

m o d e r n  w o r l d  i s  a n 

i m p o r t a n t  g o a l.”         

             - Le e a h t  S e g e v
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Welcome Rabbi Mychal Copeland as Sha’ar Zahav’s new rabbi at her installation 

service on Friday, January 26, 7:30 pm. Watch your weekly email  for more information.
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SHA’AR ZAHAV   COMMUNITY

In November 2015, Britta and Jill Pomrantz drove 
across the country with three dogs and two cats to 
find a home in Northern California. During their 
first year here, they joined us at Sha’ar Zahav 
for Kol Nidre, and were determined to make their 
way closer to the city and closer to a new Jewish 
community. Now they have accomplished both.

Jill is a veterinarian specializing in internal 
medicine. She is drawn to mission-driven work 
focused on animal welfare and cruelty prevention. 
Before relocating to the West Coast, Jill served as 
medical director of the ASPCA Animal Hospital 
in New York City. She is now an Internal Medi-
cine Specialist at the San Francisco SPCA hospi-
tals in Pacific Heights and the Mission. 

Britta is what she calls a “reluctant attorney.”  
She served as an assistant district attorney in 
Manhattan for eight years, with a focus on ap-
pellate practice and domestic violence. Here in 
California, she works for the State Bar, prosecut-
ing attorneys who commit ethical violations. It’s 
a good fit for an attorney who doesn’t necessarily 
love attorneys.

The two met online when Britta, after too many 
disaster dates, was about to give up on online dat-
ing altogether and Jill was “just looking.”  They 
married in October 2015, drawn to one another by 
their shared love of animals, their musical back-
grounds, a passion for running and the outdoors, 
and their often opposite, but complementary, 
personalities. 

They also come from very different Jewish 
backgrounds: Jill was raised in a traditional 
conservative Jewish household; Britta came to 
Jewish learning and observance later in life, 
through her tiny and motley college chavurah. 
They are both thrilled to feel so at home at 
Sha’ar Zahav, and look forward to being a part 
of such a vibrant community.

Ji l l  &  Britta  Pomrantz
B y HEIDY ZOHAR RAMIREZ /  Di rec tor  of  Engagement

SHA’AR ZAHAV   CONGREGATION

Ezrah Cohen-Wallach
Julia Weber & Charles Fineberg
Ellen Harrington & Katy Butler
Judith Cohen
Joseph Shapiro

We l co m e  O u r  New  a n d  R e t u rn i n g  M e m b e r s !
Victoria Kromnick &Yuval Gnessin
Jill & Britta Pomrantz
Kaye Hoxter & Jodi Bando
Daryl Smith & Barbara Bergman
Adam Pollack
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SHA’AR ZAHAV   COMMUNITY

I began my connection with Sha’ar Za-
hav in November 1978. Supervisor Har-
vey Milk had just been assassinated and 
I heard that there would be a memorial 
service by Sha’ar Zahav at the Women’s 
Building. I had completed my PhD at UC 
Berkeley a month before and I was moving 
back to San Francisco. I was 32 and begin-
ning to be ready to restructure my life and. 
I hoped to find a permanent relationship. 
I vaguely thought that Sha’ar Zahav might 
present some possibilities. 

When I walked into the Women’s Building, 
I saw two old friends, one from religious 
school at Congregation Emanu-El and one 
from my dorm at Berkeley. I had never 
even known or thought about their being 
gay. My overwhelming and cathartic expe-
rience that night was that there were lots 
of gay Jewish people. I wasn’t unique, and 
this was the beginning of a healing and 
integration process for me. I finally began 
to be comfortable with myself as both gay 
and Jewish and was ready to move on with 
my life, instead of struggling so intensely 
with my identity.

I moved back to San Francisco and joined 
Sha’ar Zahav. At a friend’s party,  I met 
Paul Cohen, who became my first serious 
gay partner for the next five years. He was 
the first president of Sha’ar Zahav, and 
I was a treasurer, so I was definitely in-
volved.

Over the years I built close friendships 
and had fun too. In the early 80s, my fa-
vorite experiences were the gay-themed 
Megillah Madness performances for Pu-
rim, including the 1986 performance Poly-
esther where I played “Lolachai,” a drag 

version of Mordechai. There was method to 
this madness; the AIDS crisis first touched 
us in 1981 and our first member’s death 
happened in 1982. The challenges became 
greater and greater as more members became 
sick and died. So it was even more important 
to find avenues for fun and enjoyment, while 
we were providing bikkor cholim (helping 
the sick) to our congregants.

In 1981, we joined the Reform movement 
and shortly afterwards hired Rabbi Yoel 
Kahn, and began working through the identi-
ty politics of a congregation based on sexual 
identity rather than neighborhood or type of 
Jewish practice. We welcomed and struggled 
with the integration of children and non-
gay families into the congregation. We con-
fronted sexism and the need to include other 
letters along with “G” and “L.” 

In 1991, at age 45, I realized that I was 
ready for the challenge of becoming presi-
dent, and became the first president to 
serve for two years. Though working full 
time, I loved being president, working with 
the va’ad to understand and put into effect 
values-based decision-making, and trying 
to provide the moral leadership to get us 
through the AIDS crisis.  During the first 
three months of my presidency, 13 congre-
gants passed away. But together we were 
able to support each other. On a lighter note, 
I remember the weekly fun pushke pitches 
that I gave and my introduction of naming 
the colors of the weekly announcement hand-
outs – a now longstanding silly tradition.

I owe many profound life experiences to 
Sha’ar Zahav. In 1993, my dear friend Nancy 
Meyer and her partner Marilyn O’Keeffe, 
z”l, had their son, Daniel. I was asked to be 

Sha’ar  Z ahav M emories
B y ALLAN GOLD
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his godfather, a gift that never would have 
happened without Sha’ar Zahav. After Mari-
lyn passed away in 1997, I became even clos-
er to Daniel and I feel like he has been the 
son that I never had. I will always remember 
speaking to him at his bar mitzvah, an op-
portunity which I had always envied parents, 
and never thought I would have. Over the 
years I have supported his growth, develop-
ment and education.

 

One of my most wonderful life events at 
Sha’ar Zahav was my marriage to my hus-
band, Alan Ferrara, in July 1999. We had a 
completely filled sanctuary, including my 
then 101-year-old father and all five of our 
godchildren. It was a Jewish experience we’ll 
always cherish. Though we married legally at 
City Hall in 2008, we consider this our actual 
wedding date.

In October 2008, I started a monthly sup-
port group for gay dads. This has been one 
of the Sha’ar Zahav experiences of which I 
have been most proud. I have used my ca-
reer and training as a school psychologist 
to counsel and support these wonderful 
dads, who clearly have done their utmost 
to be the best dads they can be, often un-
der quite challenging circumstances. I have 
learned so much from them about raising 
adopted children and dealing with all of 
the normal and exceptional challenges of 
raising children. I have attended several 
b’nei mitzvah with pride and admiration 
for how far these children have come.

A recent event was also a great gift to me. 
In May, Irene Ogus and I were interviewed 
as part of the nascent Oral History Project 
initiated by 6th and 7th grade Beit Sefer 
students. It was wonderful to be able to 
share my personal experiences of grow-
ing up in San Francisco, going to college 
in the 60s at Berkeley, and discussing the 
early years of Sha’ar Zahav, the AIDS cri-
sis, and Sha’ar Zahav’s impact and mean-
ing for us. To be recorded for posterity felt 
like a touch of immortality.

As I approach nearly 40 years of Sha’ar 
Zahav membership, I am eternally grate-
ful for the opportunities to make lifelong 
friends, gain leadership skills, become a 
practicing Jew, and use my professional 
skills for both personal and organizational 
enhancement. 

I will always be there for Sha’ar Zahav, 
so that it can continue to provide the reli-
gious home it has been for me for future 
generations.



SHA’AR ZAHAV   CONGREGATION

M eet O ur Adminstrator  Sharon Heath  
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I was born in Oakland and mostly raised in North-
ern California, and am a life-long Giants fan.

I’ve been 
around Sha’ar 
Zahav for more 
than 25 years, 
as the partner 
(and now wife) 
of Lisa Katz, 
and also as 
a member of 
First Mennonite 
Church (which 
has rented 
space here for 
many years). 
Our daughters, 

Miriam and Rose Katz, had their bat mitzvahs at 
CSZ, and Rose was a madricha for Beit Seifer.       

I was a lawyer for 25 years until I “retired” 
to become a domestic administrator for 10 
years.  As the synagogue administrator, I 
have three main areas of responsibility: 
the building, finances and supporting other 
synagogue staff.  

I make sure the building is clean, staffed 
and ready for services, work with groups 
and individuals who want to rent space in 
the building, make sure your donations are 
deposited and recorded correctly and thank-
you letters and acknowledgments are sent 
on time, process payroll, and provide sup-
port for Heidy, Leeaht, Cantor Bernstein 
and Rabbi Copeland as needed.  

It’s my job to see what needs to be done 
and get it taken care of-in short, I’m the 
Synagogue Mom!

I nstal lation of  R abbi  Mychal  Cop eland 
FRIDAY E VENING,  JANUARY 26TH,  2018

SHA’AR ZAHAV   COMMUNITY

We are pleased to announce that Rabbi Steven 
Carr-Reuben, Rabbi Emeritus of Kehillat Israel 
of Pacific Palisades, has been invited to be the 
installing rabbi and speaker. He has been a 
mentor and spiritual guide to Rabbi Copeland.

Rabbi Carr-Reuben, an accomplished author and 
lecturer on moral education and the challenges of 
interfaith relationships, is the recipient of the Los 
Angeles community Micah Award as the founder 
of the largest full-service homeless shelter in Los 
Angeles County. Among his published works are 
Raising Jewish Children in a Contemporary World 
and Making Interfaith Marriage Work.

The service begins at 7:30 pm and will be 
followed by a festive and celebratory oneg.
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SHA’AR ZAHAV   SPONSORSHIPS

SHA’AR ZAHAV   CONDOLENCES

August
Yetta Hauptman, 
   mother of Steve Hauptman 
   and grandmother of 
   Zachariah Greer Hauptman
Madelyn Wolfe, 
   mother of Judith Wolfe

September
Benjamin Greenberg, 
   father of Jim and father in law of Judith Bell
Janice Hauptman, 
   cousin of Steve Hauptman

September (cont.) 
Dr. Mike Rankin, 
   past president
 
October
Malik Bernstein, member, 
   son of I lana Bernstein & Diane Desmond 
   and brother of Desmond, Anna 
   and Chaltu Bernstein
Lois Hirschfield, 
   mother of Ira Hirschfield 
John Rubin, 
   father in law of Adam Pollack

August 11-12:  
Flowers by James Carlson, 
   in memory of his mother, 
   Jan Tuzzolino

Oneg by Guy Smith-Shimon, 
   in honor of Robert Smith’s
   welcoming into the covenant

August 18-19: 
Oneg by Rabbi Valerie Joseph, 
   in honor of Paul Cohen’s birthday, 
   Howard Steiermann, 
   and Rabbi Mychal Copeland

August 25-26: 
Oneg by Alice Harron, 
   in memory of her mother, 
   Bernice Kahn Harron

September 8-9: 
Oneg by Diana Buchbinder, 
   in memory of her father, 
   Irving Robert Buchbinder

September 15-16: 
Oneg by David Lowe, 
   in memory of his husband, 
   Daniel McGoldrick

October 13-14: 
Flowers by Sara Wysocki, 
   in memory of Sarah Kelly Beard

Oneg by Lisa Katz, 
   in memory of her father, 
   Norman Katz

October 27-28: 
Flowers by Christine Young & David Gluck, 
   in memory of David’s father 
   Moritz Gluck and sister Elizabeth Gluck

Annie Atura & Tyler Bushnell  on their marriage on September 3rd.
Adam Tetenbaum & Lowell Caulder  on their marriage on October 9th. 

Your contributions help us realize our commitment to building and maintaining a vibrant, l iving com-
munity for Congregation Sha’ar Zahav. A donation can be a meaningful way to honor friends or family, 
engagements, anniversaries, graduations, for special thanks, or to memorialize a loved one. Collectively, 
with your financial support, we continue to prosper, grow, and celebrate our future.
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SHA’AR ZAHAV   DONATIONS

HHD Sponsors & Donors (5778)
Donald Abrams
David Angel
Anonymous 
Jessie Ap’neva & Nina Wouk
Roy Bateman
Paul Bendix
Claudia Bernard & Howard Herman
Ray Bernstein
Ruth Bernstein & Matt Patchell
Elliot Block
Paul Bodner
Patricia Caplan & Jonathan Simonoff
James Carlson
Edo Castro
Daniel Chesir
Bernard Choden
Paul Cohen & Bob Gutterman
Ann Daniels & Jonathan Zingman
David Dodson
Lynn Eden & Ruth Schoenbach
Jim Edlin & Eve Meyer
Deborah Farkas & Bonnie Kates
Don Fischer
Michael Frank
James Frazin
Brad & Irene Friedman
Matthew Fuchs & Anne Gosse
Jonathan Funk
Andy Fyne
Allan Gold & Alan Ferrara
Jerome Goldstein 
   in honor of Walter Leiss, Daniel Chesir 
   and Ron Lezell
Carl & Gay Grunfeld
Sara Haber & Beth Sousa
Howard Hahn
Jan Half & Sharyn Saslafsky
Alice Harron
Alana Herron & Robert Geller
Marjorie Hilsenrad
Jason Honig
Alex Ingersoll & Martin Tannenbaum
Rose Katz
Tom Lakritz
Susan Leff & Brad Post
Shoshana Levenberg & Andrea Guerra
Deborah Pollack Levy & Paola Carvajal
Matthew Linder & Miguel Stiff
Marc Lipschutz
Laura Lowe
Micah Lubensky & Charles McNeal
Merle Malakoff & Gina Surber
Rafael Mandelman
Richard Mehler
Ellen Murland & Barbara Rinkoff

Florence & Steve Nacamulli, 
   in honor of Ron Lezell
Jeanette Nichols 
   in memory of Mike Rankin
Alan Perlmutter & Nancy Sanders
Mark Pirie
Mark Pressler & Robert Tannenbaum
Ora Prochovnick & Rena Frantz
Jane & Michael Rice
Jacob Robinson
Beth Ross & Laurie Trupin
Karen Schiller
Andy Schwartz & John Mark Eggerton
Michael Shriver
Howard Simons
Arthur Slepian & Gerry Llamado
Elliot Sprehn & Rachel Nancollas
Robert Tat
Adam Tetenbaum & Lowell Caulder
Kelly Thiemann & Ann Bauman
Jon Uyterlinde
Craig Wesman
Larry Wexler
Mary Catherine Wiederhold
Steven Wiesner
Eric Weiss & Dan Alpert
Andrew Williamson & Michele Sullivan
Judith Wolfe
Sarah Wysocki
Ami Zusman

General Fund
Allan Berenstein 
   in memory of Mike Rankin, John Golebowski, 
   Bernard Pechter, Forrest Kincade and Chuck Norton
Ray Bernstein
James Carlson 
   in memory of Jan Tuzzolino, Ruth Keltz, 
   aunt Mary Jeanne Carlson, 
   grandfathers Arthur Carlson and Filippo Tuzzolino, 
   and in honor of Larry Wexler, 
   and Paul Cohen’s birthday 
Jay Cohen 
   in memory Madelyn Cohen
Steve Elman & Tom Holt 
   in memory of Madelyn Wolfe
Don Fischer
Fox Froehlich
Marius Greenspan 
   in memory of Earl Greenspan
Randall Heilbrunn 
   in honor of Allan Gold & Alan Ferrara
Charlotte Katz 
   in memory of Ann Levy
Rose Katz 
   in memory of Malik Bernstein
Ed & Ikuko Korthoff
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Melisse Leib
Jordan & Carol Levitan 
   in memory of brother Frank Hyman
Ron Lezell 
   in honor of Jonathan Funk 
   and in memory of Malik Bernstein
Richard Meyerson 
   in memory of Madelyn Cohen
Florence & Steve Nacamulli 
   in honor of Andrea’s & Shoshana’s triple header
Thomas Raffin 
   in honor of Mike Shriver
Karen Schiller 
   in memory of Mike Rankin & Malik Bernstein
Juliette Schlesinger 
   in honor of Judith Wolfe
Howard Steiermann 
   in honor of Karen Schiller ’s election to the board of 
   directors of the Jewish Community Relations Council
Robert Tat 
   in honor of Allan Gold’s 71st Birthday
Sam Thal 
   in memory of Mike Rankin
Carol Wolfe 
   in honor of Judith Wolfe’s birthday
Susan Word 
   for the support CSZ gave to her son, Derek Raskin

Community Thrift Donations
Diana Buchbinder & Jeane Redsecker
Jean-Jacque Garbarz
Merton Goode
Charles Spiegel
Gary Winter

Rainbow 2016
Deb Kinney

Rainbow 2017
Tamara Abrams
Ray Bernstein 
   in honor of Cantor Sharon Bernstein, Tiela Chalmers 
   & the members of CSZ
Diana Buchbinder & Jeane Redsecker
Tiela Chalmers
Paul Cohen & Bob Gutterman
Lynn Eden & Ruth Schoenbach
Rose Katz
Deb Kinney
Jeffrey Lilly
Bradley Neuberg & Abby Volk
Jane & Michael Rice
Yolande Scheeman
Andrew Schwartz
Michael Shriver
Martin Tilzer
Dana Vinicoff
Michael Zimmerman

Ami Zusman 
   in memory of Susie Dvoskin

The Rabbi Julius & Pearl Funk 
Musical Events Fund
John Arnold 
   in honor of Jonathan Funk’s birthday 
   and their 33rd anniversary
Karen Brown & Sherri Conrad 
   in honor of Jonathan’s 60th birthday
Jonathan Funk & John Arnold 
   in memory of Joseph Wiseman, Mike Rankin, 
   and Jackie Rubenstein, 
   and in honor of Arthur Slepian & A Wider Bridge
Jonathan Funk 
   in memory of Malik Bernstein
Mark Mackler & Wendell Choo 
   in honor of Jonathan Funk
Sharyn Saslafsky & Jan Half 
   in honor of Jonathan Funk’s 60th birthday

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund 
Mark Graeven 
   in memory Jane Boshkoff Graeven

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Allan Berenstein 
   in appreciation for Mychal Copeland 
   and in memory of Rabbi Ben Marcus

Bookplates for Machzor
Alan Perlmutter & Nancy Sanders

Bikkur Cholim Fund
Allan Berenstein 
   in memory of Don Albert 
   and Lillian & Philip Yanofsky

Chai Fund (Cantor)
Jonathan Funk
Laura Lowe
Florence & Steven Nacamulli 
   in honor of Jeffrey Rubin & Jeffrey Lilly
Sharyn Saslafsky 
   in memory of Madelyn Cohen

Chai Fund (Building)
Irene Ogus
Allan Berenstein 
   in memory of Jeffrey Miller

Chai Fund (BSPM)
Allan Berenstein 
   in memory of George Mintzer
James Carlson 
   in memory of Malik Bernstein

Chai Fund (Music)
Ami Zusman
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Our clergy team of Rabbi Copeland and Cantor 
Bernstein has been joined by our now regular 
administrator, Sharon Heath, our Engagement 
Director, Heidy Ramirez, and our Education Di-
rector, Leeaht Segev, to form a strong team in 
our office. They are busily meeting with mem-
bers to understand how we can best support our 
community, channel new ideas into success-
ful programming and make the best use of our 
building.

The generous outpouring of donations of goods 
and funds for those who have lost their homes 
in the recent fires is an example of our commu-
nity at its best. Teaming up with San Francisco 
Hillel enabled the donations to reach those 
most in need quickly.

Many members and friends responded to our 
pre-High Holy Day requests to support our 
services at Herbst; this enabled us to forgo 

fundraising appeals during services. I hope you 
enjoyed the stories of “Why Sha’ar Zahav,” as 
told by our longtime and new members. If you 
missed some of them – or want to be re-in-
spired - their beautiful talks are on our website.

As many of you have heard me say, I see a key 
part of my role is to serve as Chief Thank You 
Officer. I so appreciate each of you who make 
up this fabulous community. We are weaving a 
close-knit and inviting community where ev-
eryone feels celebrated for who they are. 

Together, we have changed the face of Judaism 
in the Bay Area with our commitment to inclu-
sion, egalitarianism, innovative liturgy and 
social action. May we continue to celebrate!

(FROM THE COVER )



Charles
Spiegel
Law
REAL ESTATE

DIVORCE AND CUSTODY
ADOPTION AND

SURROGACY
PRE AND POST NUPTIAL 

AGREEMENTS

Charles Spiegel, Esq, 
CSZ Member

Attorney and Mediator
CharlesSpiegelLaw@gmail.com

www.charlesspiegellaw.com
(415) 644-4555

• Holistic personal financial
planning aligned with your
progressive values

• Fee-only* CERTIFIED FINANCIAL
PLANNER® practitioner
specializing in Socially
Responsible Investments

• Small business retirement
plans and consulting

• Free initial consultation

Jim Frazin, is an Investment Advisory
Representative of Communitas Financial
Planning Inc, an independent invest-
ment advisory firm registered in
California.       *No product sales. 8/9/12

Nourish your values
with your investments

Jim Frazin, CFP®, AIF®

415.337.4566 x 101
jim@CommunitasFinancial.com

Please note: Advertising 
deadline for our next 
issue is January 15th!

SHA’AR ZAHAV   YAHRZEITS

Hills of Eternity
Memorial Park

v 

Home of Peace
Cemetery

v

Salem Memorial Park
Serving Northern Cali fornia’s 
Jewish Commnity   Since 1850

• Dedicated section for congregants
• In-Ground Burial Plots
• Indoor and Garden Mausoleum Crypts
• Niche and In-Ground Urn Gardens
• Convenient Payment Plans

For an appointment , 
please call 650.755.4700

James Carlson, Executive Director
and Sha’ar Zahav member

Benjamin J. Ruhs, Director of Sales

1299 El Camino Real
Colma, CA 94014-3238

www.jewishcemeteries-sf.org

                    

San Francisco (FD 262)

(415) 921-3636

East Bay (FD 1523)

(925) 962-3636 

Peninsula (FD 1830)

(650) 369-3636 
Advance planning counseling
At need arrangements
Bereavement support services
Burial at all Jewish Cemeteries

Locally & Worldwide

    www.sinaichapel.org
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December
Allan Craig
Isa Leah Cymrot-Wu
David Glassberg
Norman David Kramer
Marilyn O’Keeffe
Walter Palmer
Nicholas Papadopoulos
Elijah Michael Silverrod MacLachlan

January
George Ash
Bill Ashley-Dobbin
Jerome Davis
Keith Fenton
Phyllis Mintzer
Aaron Nacamulli
Cheryl Orvis
Gerald (Jerry) Rosenstein
Nathan Eli Weinstein

February
John Atteridg
Seth Charney
Rabbi Jason Gaber
Ziggy Gimnicher
Helga Hahn
Allen Harris
Batya Kalis
Rabbi Sanford Lowe
Steven Richter
Barbara Rosenblum
Leland Vogel
Stephen Walters
Ronald Wilmot
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Kleznukah Shabbat 
Friday, December 15, 7:30 pm    290 Dolores Street

What do you get when you cross Chanukah 
with a Klezmer band? Kleznukah Shabbat!
Come light candles,  sing songs,  delight in familiar prayers melded with 
klezmer rhythms and melodies,  dance, and, of course,  eat and drink!

C o n g r e g a t i o n  S h a ’ a r  Z a h a v ’s  o w n  C a n t o r  S h a r o n  B e r n s t e i n  w i l l  b e  a t  t h e  p i a n o , 
j o i n e d  b y  m a s t e r  k l e z m o r i m  S t u  B r o t m a n  o n  b a s s ,  J o s h  H o r o w i t z  o n  a c c o r d i o n  a n d 
K a r e n  B e rg e n  o n  f e e t ,  w i t h  m u s i c  a n d  d a n c i n g  d u r i n g  a n d  a f t e r  s e r v i c e s .  

                                     Sponsored by Martin Tannenbaum and Alex Ingersoll
                                             in  memory of  their  brother,  Larry Tannenbaum, z”l ,              
                                                               who loved a good time!

290 Dolores Street
San Francisco CA 94103
Voice 415 861 6932
Fax 415 861 6081
Web  www.shaarzahav.org
Rabbi  Mychal Copeland 
Cantor  Sharon Bernstein

Non-Prof i t  Org.
U.S .  Postage 
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