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“Transcend the Ordinary”

A Capacity To Adapt
By SUE BOJDAK, Director of Education

It is said about the Jewish people that we have survived longer than
many great civilizations and seemingly against tougher odds because of
how we adapt. Across time and space the Jewish people have been able
to reinvent themselves in ways that both maintain the core of our tradi-
tion and enable us to draw from the cultures around us, not just to help us
fit in but to enrich our own practice. Take, for example, the Passover seder.
It’s the most observed ritual in American Jewry today. Originally we lifted
it from the Greeks. The commandment to observe Passover and especially to
tell the story is totally from the Torah. The practice of a boozy storytelling
dinner with commentary and afikoman (Greek word for dessert) is taken right
from our neighbors/occupiers.

In this moment of Jewish history as our community wrestles with how Judaism
thrives in our increasingly individualized, commercialized, tech-saturated world,
it’s a comfort that central to our identity as Jews is the capacity to adapt. And how
do we do it? We borrow from our neighbors. This time the neighbors are in New

York City and Silicon Valley. Beit Sefer Phyllis Mintzer is a part of a new project
called I*Express; I for innovation. The Jewish Education Project in NYC has been

developing this program for the past four years and is now piloting it nationally. It
is coming to Sha’ar Zahav and three other Bay Area congregations by way of Jewish
LearningWorks, our local Jewish education support agency.

[*Express is an educational experimentation/change model built on the principles of de-
sign thinking, borrowed from places like the Design School at Stanford and central to the
way the tech industry works. At the core is the idea that we “fail, forward, fast.” Which is
to say the most effective way to test new ideas is to try them, in small risk-minimal pilots,

see what works and what doesn’t, adjust the model, try again and so forth. It’s a different way

of making change than say putting together a committee and subcommittees to study a problem
for a year or two and then consider making a change another year or two out. It invites a spirit
of on-going experimentation.

Increasingly that same spirit of tinkering, or playing with ideas and seeing what happens,
is finding its way into secular pedagogy. Kids learn best if they get to play (cont. on page 7.)
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Sha’ar Zahav: Imagination of Gold

By RABBI MYCHAL COPELAND

Sha’ar Zahav is He-
brew for Golden Gate.
I loved it the minute

I heard it, not only
because it reflects the
spirit of our region
(and a gate of the
Temple in Jerusalem),
but because Jewish
institutions often lack
creativity in naming
ourselves. I grew up
at a lovely synagogue
: called Temple Israel.
The name didn’t say much about who we were
as a community or how we were different than
anyone else. But there is no other Sha’ar Za-
hav in the entire Jewish universe. I believe that
creative impulse in our community goes as deep
as our name.

This fall, we read in the Torah about Abraham
and Sarah’s tent. Because they ran out to greet
the strangers passing by their home, the at-
tribute of chesed, loving kindness, becomes
synonymous with their names. Their tent was
open to the four winds to welcome the stranger.
The mystical masterpiece, the Zohar, links the
word sha’ar, meaning gate (as in the openings
of their tent) to a word that shares its root,
I’sha’er, to imagine.

Sha’ar is not just a gate in the literal sense.
Sha’ar is also an opening of the mind, of cre-
ativity. Out of that mystical opening, new ideas
emerge. The Zohar tells us that only the one
who can open the gates of imagination can
begin to fathom the unknowable God (Zohar
1:103b).

Estelle Frankel’s new book, The Wisdom of Not
Knowing [Shambala, 2017], explores the con-
nection between sha’ar’s two meanings. In the
mystical interpretation, she posits, Abraham and
Sarah’s custom of welcoming strangers at their
gate was a great act of imagination. They had to
envision a world in which all beings are inter-
connected - a world in which there is no separa-
tion between the housed and the wayfarer, and

a world in which people could trust one another
as they trust themselves.

If we are permitted some linguistic fun, we
can translate Sha’ar Zahav as “Imagination of
Gold.” In our community, we use imagination
to break out of prescribed identities and roles
that confine us. We use that collective imagina-
tion to re-envision the Divine and the language
we might use to refer to God. That imaginative
spark urges us to challenge power structures.
Through this imaginative impulse, we are in-
vited to re-imagine and reinvent ourselves as
individuals and as a community.
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We Are Our Stories

By NANCY LEVIN

| I recently reflected on
the stories our members
shared at High Holy Day
services. Nico and Ma-
rissa, a self-described
“typical,” nice Jewish
couple — living in Oak-
land, interfaith, young
and queer — met through
a shared commitment

to tikkun olam (repair-
ing the world). “When
we walk into Sha’ar Za-
hav, we are welcomed to
come as we are. Thank you for making us feel at
home.” Christine, a heterosexual non-Jew, raised
her children at Beit Sefer Phyllis Mintzer (our
school) and her son to become a bar mitzvah.

“Sha’ar Zahav is a place of radical acceptance, a
place where there is room for the divine in all of
us.” Tiela, whose grandfather founded two Ortho-
dox shuls, never stepped into synagogue until she
found Sha’ar Zahav at age 24. Tiela simply said

“yes” and found herself involved in all aspects of
community life, eventually becoming our presi-

dent. And Alan, who, as a young man sitting qui-
etly at a Sha’ar Zahav service, was given a Torah
to hold, felt his heart beat against it, and became
inspired to help other people find their passion.

He found his home co-leading Saturday services,

a small gathering with people from their 20s to
80s, with vastly different connections to Juda-
ism. “It opened my eyes to see religion differ-
ently, my heart to people I never would have
met, my mind to embracing Judaism on my
terms.” I have wondered how people with such
different paths have found a home here. I be-
lieve the answer is rooted in both Judaism and
Sha’ar Zahav history. Our texts teach us that the
stone the builder cast aside became the corner-
stone. We learn that, because we were strangers,
we have an obligation to welcome the stranger.

Being strangers, cast aside from the mainstream
Jewish community, is precisely what motivated
a group of gay men to form Sha’ar Zahav. But
our founders, and others drawn to Sha’ar Za-
hav, saw that to live Jewishly, we could not stop
with just making a place for ourselves. We are
obligated to reach out and welcome the strang-
er, the “other,” and to recognize B’tslem Elo-
heim — the face of the divine — in each person.

This is not easy, and we are not perfect. We are
evolving as a rich community of people, Jewish
and non-Jewish, younger and older, LGBTQI,
heterosexual and non-binary, people of differ-
ent races and ethnicities, people on a journey to
Judaism. That’s why we love it.

So, bring on the stories.
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From The Place of tzar
By CANTOR SHARON BERSTEIN

Min Hameitzar
karati Yah, anani
vamerchav Yah.

From the place of
tzar I called to Yah,
who answered me
by widening Yah.
(Psalm 118)

What is this tzar?

| It is most literally
defined as a place of
narrowness, but also
of pain. “Mitzray-
im” (often defined
as Egypt), where we endured slavery, is a place
of tzar.

We often find ourselves in tzar. In a place of
narrowness, of pain. I sometimes imagine it as
the garbage compactor scene of the first Star
Wars movie (the real first Star Wars movie ...),
with Luke, Leia, Han, and Chewy trying desper-
ately to get out of the muck with the walls clos-
ing in. Tzar, to me, is that moment when we are
stuck, feeling the walls closing in, our options
seemingly extremely limited.

And that is where Yah comes in. The thing that,
whatever it is, magically widens possibilities,
expands options, increases potentialities. That
which makes the path forward feasible, do-able,
even exciting. We’ve all experienced that mo-
ment, when we are stuck, sometimes in despair,
not seeing a way out, and, seemingly out of no-
where, a gate appears.

That is the purpose of this prayer. Or, really,
to call it a prayer feels a bit misleading as it is
more of a statement than a prayer. Something
that has already occurred, something in David’s
relationship with the Divine in the Psalms. And
based on that something that has occurred, we

draw hope for what might be in the future. If it
has happened before, might not one reasonably
expect that it could happen again?

We are, many of us individually, and, I believe,
all of us as a country and world, in a place of
tzar. I say this not in the sense of politics, al-
though we see it particularly in politics, but in
the sense of limitations of possibility. People
feeling a narrowness: crunched, constrained.
The walls closing in, not seeing a way out.

“That 1s where Yah comes in.
The thing that, whatever

it is, magically widens

possibilities, expands

options, increases

potentialities.”

- Cantor Sharon Bernstein

It is particularly in these times that we must
hope. We must find a way out. We must be-
lieve in the widening that will come. And it
will come. We will likely have to work very
hard for it, and find ways to work for it together
with those who have very different views, with
whom we disagree. But it will come.

So it is written: Anani vamerchav yah. God
answered with a widening.

Email the Cantor at: cantorbernstein@gmail.com

Jewish Gaily Forward December 2018 - February 2019
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Noah Friedman

My name is Noah Friedman and my bar
mitzvah will be on December 8.1 go to
Everett Middle School. I am in 8th grade.

These are some things that I like:

e Nintendo Amiibo

e Star Wars

e Having fun

e Luigi from Super Mario Bros

These are some foods that I like to eat:
* pizza
* burgers
e corn syrup
e Super Mario cereal

I would like to thank the following people for
helping me get ready for my bar mitzvah:

e My mentor Avi Goldberg

e Ora Prochovnik for organizing my service
* Bubbie and Zaidie

e My Dad and My Mom

Jason Simonoff

Jason Aaron Simonoff, son of Jonathan Simonoff
and Patricia Caplan, will be called to the Torah
as a bar mitzvah on February 16.

Jason lives in San Francisco with his parents, his
sister, Emma Simonoff, and their cat Sarika. He
is in 7th grade at Creative Arts Charter School.
His favorite subjects are history and science, and
his art specialty is theater.

After school, he plays tennis, goes to chess club,
and takes drum lessons (and bar mitzvah classes
and Hebrew, of course). He is the one who feeds
Sarika, and she loves him for it.

He loves reading adventure stories and seeing
movies, especially Marvel. He likes watching the
49ers, playing football and playing Madden.

Jewish Gaily Forward December 2018 - February 2019 5
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Lauren Block

By HEIDY ZOHAR RAMIREZ / Director of Engagement

Lauren Block grew up in Chicago. She moved
to California to study at Stanford, where she
focused on renewable energy engineering. Dur-
ing her time at Stanford, Lauren began working
for a solar software company, Aurora Solar, and
continued working there after graduating. After
living in Palo Alto for five years, Lauren missed
city life. When Aurora moved to San Francisco,
she was ecstatic and made the move to SZ too.

Lauren plays on a women’s soccer team except
during ski season, has an “unhealthy addiction”
to books, loves good food, good wine, good
conversations (optimally, all at the same time),
traveling, sailing, hiking, and going to museums
and the symphony.

Lauren was looking for a synagogue where she
could meet people and engage in both Judaism
and community — “I would love to have some
other Jews at my next seder!”

Lauren heard about Sha’ar Zahav from someone

who used to be a member until they moved to the

South Bay. This past member gave SZ rave re-

views, so Lauren showed up for Yom Kippur ser-

vices and has loved the community ever since!

July 2018
Carla Mays & David Capelli
Rebecca Stern & Anand Nair

August 2018

Paul Bendix

Gene Falk

Leah Hammond

Bonnie Kates

Eileen Lynette & Charlene O’Neil

Miriam Menzel & Jim Musselman

Larissa Queiroga Da Silva & Nimrod Grinvald

SHA’AR ZAHAV VSRR 500

Welcome Our New and Returning Members!

September 2018

Lauren Block

Samantha Hymanson

Geri Kahn

Jonathan Kaplan & Jackie Wong
Nina Raff & Annie Winters

October 2018
Marla Allen

Shijia Bobby Lu
Mindy Oppenheim
Matt Rich

Vicens Sanmartin

Jewish Gaily Forward December 2018 - February 2019
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Miriam And Jim

By HEIDY ZOHAR RAMIREZ / Director of Engagment

Miriam Menzel and Jim Musselman are two
retirees who have lived in the Ingleside neigh-
borhood of San Francisco for about 30 years.
Jim is a photographer and Miriam is an eternal
student.

Jim and Miriam care about the environment,
saving the commons, and the beauty of cre-
ation. They also care about the richness that
religious tradition and beliefs can bring to our
lives. They connected to their religious and cul-
tural roots relatively late in life.

Jim and Miriam are an interfaith couple who
believe no single tradition holds a monopoly
on wisdom or paths to God. To quote Michael
Franti, “Music’s too big for just one station and
God is too big for just one religion!”

Miriam currently studies Hebrew with the hope
of being able to understand Hebrew scripture
and prayers without the loss of immediacy and
meaning that often occurs with translation. She
is hoping to celebrate a bat mitzvah someday at
Sha’ar Zahav.

Jim learned that 50% of his ancestry derived
from Swiss Mennonites. Jim and Miriam at-
tend services both at First Mennonite Church of
San Francisco (which meets in Sha’ar Zahav’s
building) and at Sha’ar Zahav.

SHA’AR ZAHAV £ SiPI0LeERI0

(CONTINUED FROM THE FRONT COVER)

with ideas, materials, notions, and see what
works and what doesn’t.

It’s more interesting for sure, than regurgitat-
ing formulas, facts or ideas that have been
handed down; it also develops more creative
thinkers and problem-solvers.

Jewish Gaily Forward December 2018 - February 2019 7

Two things that brought Miriam and Jim to
Sha’ar Zahav were their dedication to social
justice and our radical welcoming (not just
tolerance) of diversity. Jim and Miriam find

Sha’ar Zahav services to be beautiful and
inspiring, and they are impressed with the
Sha’ar Zahav Siddur.

They have greatly enjoyed the people they
have met here. They love Rabbi Mychal and
Cantor Sharon, and are very excited and
grateful to be here.

This kind of education cultivates people who
can develop ideas no one has thought of yet,
play with different technologies, and have
the fortitude to keep trying when something
fails.

At Beit Sefer Phyllis Mintzer we are excited
to tinker at every level and create new pos-
sibilities for the Jewish people.




The Joy of Break-fast!
e

i

Our own Cantor Sharon Bernstein, preeminent
interpreter of the Yiddish song repertoire, will
once again join violinist Randall Weiss and The
Bridge Players for the 20th season of Music in
the Mishkan.

The chamber series will present three
concerts in 2019:

* February 3
e March 24
e May 26

Mark your calendars!

This season will highlight four piano trio mas-
terpieces: Mendelssohn’s two Piano Trios (in
D minor and C minor), Dvorak’s “Dumky” Trio
and Beethoven’s “Archduke” Trio. In addition,
Cantor Bernstein will present a collection of

SHA’AR ZAHAV 180107100 HRE

Preparing the Yom Kippur break-fast takes a lot of work and, if the smiles in this picture are any
indication, it’s also a lot of fun. Thanks to everyone who made sure we got fed. From left to right:
Carolyn Pines, Judy Schwartz, David Langdon, Nancy Meyer, Eileen Lynette, Judith Wolfe, Irene
Ogus, Laura Lowe and Kathleen Friedlander. Photo by Jenny Hughes

SHA’AR ZAHAV AAYISNI(GE RN 12871 N5 09N

Music In The Mishkan Celebrates Its 20th Season!

Yiddish songs entitled “Doubly Suppressed,
Doubly Forgotten.”

Concerts begin at 4:00 p.m., followed by a wine
and cheese reception. You can order tickets by
calling the office at 415.861.6932, or by finding
a link on the CSZ website (www.shaarzahav.org).
Don’t miss these beautiful concerts in our lovely
sanctuary!

Sunday, February 3
Randall Weiss, violin
Victoria Ehrlich, cello
Marilyn Thompson, piano

Piano Trio No. 2-Joachim Turina

Euterpe and Polimnia-Joachim Turina

Duo for Violin and Cello-Zoltan Kodaly

Piano Trio in D minor, Op. 49-Felix Mendelssohn

8 Jewish Gaily Forward December 2018 - February 2019



SHA’AR ZAHAV fyPN@Is LW

Nachas:

Jill and Britta Pomrantz on the birth of their son Sam on September 5

Torie Kromnick and Yuval Gnessin on their marriage on October 14, 2018

Gam Galindo and Martin Fenstersheib on their marriage on October 21, 2018
Marissa Guerrero and Nico Rosenstone on their marriage on October 26, 2018

Ruby Cymrot-Wu and Molly Webster Joplin on their marriage on November 18, 2018

SHA’AR ZAHAV £G0INbI0) 5 N6 D

September David Winters,
father of Annie Winters,

father-in-law of Nina Raff
and grandfather of Reuben and Giovanni Winters Raff

Fred Keene,
father of Meg Keene,
father-in-law of David Mishook,

grandfather of Judah and Lillian Sara Richshafer.Koshover,
Kevin Johnson mother of Sherie Koshover
9

former member

Max Cohen,
nephew of Helen Cohen and Mark Lipman

Sylvia Best,
mother of Larry Best and
grandmother of Jazmine and Adam Leung-Best

SHA’AR ZAHAV SNENEEFARIHI]

December February

4  Marilyn O’Keeffe 1 Steven Richter

9 Nicholas Papadopoulos 2 Stephen Walters

9 Isa (eesa) Leah Cymrot-Wu 4 John Atteidg

18 David Glassberg 5 Helga Hahn

20 Norman David Kramer 6 Ronald Wilmot

21 Walter Palmer 14 Barbara Rosenblum
22 Elijah Michael Silverrod MacLachlan 16 Rabbi Jason Gaber
24 Phyllis Mintzer 17 Seth Charney

28 Gerald (Jerry) Rosenstein 20 Evelyn Slenker

29 Allan Craig 23 Leland Vogel
January

3 Aaron Nacamulli

9 Jerome Davis

14 Cheryl Orvis

18 Keith Fenton

20 George Ash

21 Nathan Eli Weinstein
27 Bill Ashley-Dobbin
29 Ziggy Gimnicher

30 Allen Harris
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Donald Abrams

Lyn Agre

Pierre & Yvette Adida
Stanley Adler
Randall Alfred
Alexandra Alznauer
Jessie Ap’neva & Nina Wouk
Kathryn Appleton
Aliza Arenson

Naomi Assaraf
Claire Axelrad
Anastasia Bacigalupo
Mahri Bahati
Warren Baim
Patricia Ballou

Ira Barg

Merle Barkan

Amie Baron

Al Baum

Ann Bauman & Kelly Thiemann
Shira Becker

Aaron Belkin

Judith Bell & Jim Greenberg
Paul Bendix

Oliver Benn
Tzefanayah Bensaid
Allan Berenstein
Marielle Berg
Matthew Berg

Brad Berman

Ray Bernstein

Hazel Betsey

Stuart Biegel

Lynne Billig

Gayla Blachman
Benjamin Blackman
Inna Bleykhman
Elliot Block

Lauren Block

Donna Blow & Nancy Muller
Susan Bluer

Daniel Blumkin
Jamie Board

Rachel Bobruff
Adriana Bolotsky
Matthew Braunstein
Emilie Bromet-Bauer
Anschel Burk

Kyra Busch

Michael Buzkin
Jason Cabot

Josh Capilouto
James Carlson
Matthew Cassel

Edo Castro

Leah Chakoff

Tiela Chalmers

Phil Charney

Courtney Cherry
Michael Chertok
Bernard Choden
Alexander Cohen
Emma Cohen

Harold Cohen

Michael Cohen

Misha Cohen

Paul Cohen & Bob Gutterman
Raina Cohen

Michael Coren

Irene Cohn

Amanda Cornfeld
Richard Crane

Justin Cummins
Lizbeth Cutler
Barbara Cymrot

Ann Daniels & Jonathan Zingman
Lydia Daniller

Erica Davidson

Carol Dawson Rose
Arik Devens

Katie DeWitt

Steven Diller
Rose-Anne Donner Colt
Mark Donsky

Emily Dorian

Lynn Eden & Ruth Schoenbach
Gina Eichenbaum
Steven Elman & Tom Holt
Kate Elswith

Sophia Emanuel

Ryan Eskridge

Max Ezekiel

Jason Feinberg

Joseph Feiner

Jerome Fenske

Martin Fenstersheib & Gam Galindo
Deborah Farkas
Merissa Ferrar

Efraim Figdor

Johana Finetti
Elizabeth Finn

Don Fischer

Louise Fischer

Robin Fragner

Michael Frank

Jim Frazin

Estelle Freedman
Jason Fried

Adena Friedman

Jason Friedman
Nicholas Friedman
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Jon Funk

Lea Gabay

Denise Garbinski

Susan Gevirtz

Avraham Giannini

Tom Given & Josh Katz
David Gluck & Christine Young
Allan Gold & Alan Ferrara
Heather Gold

Judy Golden

Benjamin Goldenberg
Rebecca Goodstein

Alan Gordon

Annie Gosse

Shelle Gottlieb

Seth Greenberg

Kevin Grenon

Sarita Groisser

Lauren Gruber

Carl & Gay Crosthwait Grunfeld
Kirsten Gustavson & Amy Scharf
Jill Hamilton

Alice Harron

Michael Hauptman

Julie Hecht

Jeffrey Herman

Michele Herzberg-Moran
Marjorie Hilsenrad
Jason Honig

Don Howard

Michael Huckman
Judith Huerta

Anthony Hyams

David Hyman

Cindy Icke

Abigail Jaramillo

Lindy Joffe

Sasha Joseph

Emily Josephs

Geri Kahn

Nicole Kahner

Charles Kaioun
Jonathan Kaplan & Jacqueline Wong
Stacy Kaplan

Bonnie Kates

Nancy Kates

Amanda Katz

Jean Katz

Robert Katz

Marissa Kaufmann
Barbara Kelly

Deborah Kelson

Deb Kinney

Leslie Kleinberg

Abby Kovalsky

Erin Kunze



Alina Lantsberg

Joel Lachter

April Lax

Amy Lazarus

Marcia Lazer

Lewis Lehman

Walt Leiss

Julie Levak

Stephanie Leveene

Jeffrey Levin

Nancy Levin

Matthew Levine

Randy Levinson

Deborah Levy

Janice Levy

Rachel Levy

Seth Levy

Jennifer Leybovich

Ron Lezell

Sarah Lichtblau

Robin Liffmann

Matthew Lindner

Dave Lipkowitz

Daniel Loftus

Laura Lowe

Micah Lubensky & Charles McNeal
Susan Lubeck

Marila Lubensky

Robert Mabe

Mark Mackler & Wendell Choo
Sarah Maisel

Susan Maloney

Billie Mandel

Chelsea Mandell

Steven Mandell

Ian Maron-Kolitch

Melanie Marshall

Margo McKinnon

Sephen McNeil

Tom Medin & Edward Fristoe
Richard Mehler

Arthur Meirson

Miriam Menzel & Jim Musselman
Eve Meyer

Nancy Meyer

Joshua Middleman

Leslie Miessner

Lee Mighdoll & Jacqueline Friedman
Melanie Miguel

Steven Milender

Richard Miller

Leland Milstein

Sarah Milstein

David Mishook & Meg Keene
Rebecca Morris

Seymour Moskowitz

Boaz Munro
Ellen Murland & Barbara Rinkoff
Florence & Steve Nacamulli
in honor of Rob Mabe
Adam Nathan
Miriam Nathanson
Jill Neiman
Dena Nelson
Wendy Nemeroff
Aaron Newman
Meg Niman
Peter Nye
Irene Ogus
Tunji Olude
Daniel Ostrow
Drew Parker-Rose & Flavio Epstein
Sarah Parmacek
Heather Paul
Ethan Peck
Ronald Peliks
Patrice Perlin
Jeffrey Piade
Lynne Piade
Dena Plotkin
Brad Post & Susan Leff
Beth Presser
Ora Prochovnick & Rena Frantz
Rebecca Prozan
Richard & Rachel Ralston
Amy Randall
Debra Reabock
David Reder
Robert Reiter
Michael Rice
Evan Richards & Sara Beroff
Andrew Richler
Marci Riseman
Lisa Robinson
Paisha Rochlin-Lehrman
& Marvin Lehrman
Robin Romdalvik
Andrew Rosen
Shawn Rosenmoss
Estate of Gerald Rosenstein
Beth Ross & Laurie Trupin
Jennifer Roy
Svetlana Royzen
Vicky Rybka
Philip Sabes
Sarah Sachs
Danna Sadetsky
Eanna Sarah
Sharyn Saslafsky & Jan Half
Sara Satinsky
Greg Schechter
Joel Schechter

Amy Scheffler & Peter Bershatsky

Elizabeth Schiffrin

Karen Schiller

Lauren Schindel

Amelia Schladow

Juliet Schlesinger

Carrie Schloss

Borach Schmell

Cynthia Schrager

Michael Schwartz

Robert Schwartz

Sunny Schwartz

Joel Shapiro & Luke Schemmel

Samuel Shapiro

Benjamin Shaw

Sarah Shaw

Eric Sherman

Mike Shriver

Meryl Siegal

Dan Siegel

Aaron Simkin

Katherine Simon

Arlene Singer

Jerome Singer

Erik Sitkovitz

Arthur Slepian & Gerry Llamado

Molly Sloane

Joel Smith

Debra Solomon

Amanda Sommers

Deborah Sommers

Elliott Sprehn & Rachel Nancollas
in honor of Alan Gordon & Ron Edelman

Ellen Starkman

Michael Starkman

Kevin Stein & Helen Bruno

Rebecca Stern

Sophie Stockholm Muller
& John Stockholm

Marty Strauss

Ilana Strubel

Nancy Stuart

Gina Surber & Merle Malakoff

Richard Swerdlow & Jacques Garbarz

Christina Tai

Sharon Tanenbaum

Allison Tatarsky

Rebekah Teitler

Andrea TemKin

David Ticktin

Marty Tilzer

Vera Titunik

Amy Toder

Maria Tostado

Bryan Tublin

A.J. & Ina Turpen-Fried
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N1 LN ENY DONATIONS (continued)

Michael Tyler

Julia Velson

Julie Veroff

Emily Wages

Jess Wainer

Dina Wallin

Matthew Warsaw

Nancy Wecker

Dana Weinstein

Jenna Weinstein

Randy Weled

Eric Weiss & Don Alpert
Andrea Werlin

Beverly & Robert Wesman
Larry Wexler

Trudi White & Naomi Jatovsky
Rebecca Wieder & Aaron Watson
Mary Catherine Wiederhold
Steven Wiesner

Debra Wilensky & Terry Evan
Sharon Wilensky

Andrew & Michele Williamson
Jennifer Wilson

Anne Wintroub

Damian Wisniewski

Judith Wolfe

Sarah Wonsower

Sarah Wysocki

Neil Young

Yaniv Zimet

Michael Zimmerman

Naomi Zipursky

Louise Zonis

Ami Zusman

Rachel Zwick

Arta Zygielbaum

General Fund

Boyd Arnold

in honor of Howard Steiermann
Allan Berenstein
Harold and Carmen Bob

in honor of Rabbi Copeland
James Carlson

in memory of Mary Jeanne Carlson

Helen Dannenberg
in memory of Sheila Bakhru
Aleta Dupree
David Gellman and Salo Rawet
in honor of the wedding of

Martin Fenstersheib and Gam Galindo

Joe Harkman
Alice Harron
in memory of her parents

Rose Katz
in memory of her grandmother Sadie Katz
and in honor of Sadie Rawlings-Fein’s bat mitzvah,
and Rose Heath Katz’s graduation from high school,
and Maia Ross Trupen’s graduation from college.
Sara Lamm
Susan Leff and Brad Post
in honor of Beth Ross
Carol and Jordan Levitin
in memory of Frank Hyman
Patricia Lin
in honor of Ora Prochovnick
Jeri Nilson
in honor of Rachel and Ricky Ralston’s 2nd anniversary
Beth Ross and Laurie Trupin
in honor of Joe Harkman
Karen Schiller
in memory of Max Cohen, Kevin Johnson,
Fred Keene and David Winter
Mike Shriver
Diane Swanson
Jon Uyterlinde

Community Thrift Donations
Marjorie Hilsenrad

Rainbow 2018

Judith Bell and Jim Greenberg
Lynn Eden and Ruth Schoenbach
Brad Friedman
Grossberg-Abrams Foundation
Sara Haber & Beth Sousa
Michael Kalb and Brian Heng
Laura Lowe

Colleen McKee

Paul Peninger

Michael Zimmerman

The Rabbi Julius & Pearl Funk
Musical Events Fund
John Arnold

in honor of Jonathan Funk’s Birthday
Jonathan Funk

in memory of Michael Stamos

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund

Allan Berenstein
in memory of John Golebowski,
Mike Rankin and Don Albert

Troy Bodnar
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Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund Chai Fund
Allan Berenstein Irene Ogus
in memory of Bernard Pechter, Allan Berenstein
Ben Marcus and Jeffrey Miller in memory of George Mintzer
Barbara Cymrot
Bookplates for Machzor Jonathan Funk

Karen Schiller

Nancy Levin .
Estate of Gerald Rosenstein

in memory of my sister, Susan L. Renert,
a sweet soul with a serious sweet tooth

Jeffrey Piade
in honor of Lois and Joseph Piade

SHA’AR ZAHAV RILINRI0 I 00 L

August 10 October 5

Flowers by James Carlson Flowers by Gloria Geller and Jane Herron
in memory of his mother, Jan Tuzzolino in honor of Bina Herron-Geller

August 17 Oneg by James Carlson

. in memory of his grandfathers,
Oneg by Alice Harron

. . Arthur Carlson and Filippo Tuzzolino
in memory of her mother, Bernice Kahn Harron

October 13

Flowers by Avi Goldberg and Will Garcia
in honor of Boaz Garcia Goldberg

August 24

Oneg by Laura Lowe

in honor of Allan Berenstein
Oneg by Annie Atura Bushnell

September 14 in memory of her grandmother, Dorothy Bendersky
Oneg by David Lowe

October 19
in memory of his husband, Daniel McGoldrick
Oneg by Paul Cohen and Bob Gutterman
September 21 in memory of Fay Cohen and David Gutterman
Ol.leg by Marius Qreenspan October 26
in memory of his father, Earl Greenspan
Oneg by Laura Lowe
September 28 in memory of her father, Sidney Lowe

Flowers by Lisa Katz
in memory of her father, Norman Katz

Oneg by Sheri Koshover
in memory of her father, Gabriel Koshover

Your contributions help us realize our commitment to building and maintaining a vibrant, living
community for Congregation Sha’ar Zahav. A donation can be a meaningful way to honor friends or
family, engagements, anniversaries, graduations, for special thanks, or to memorialize a loved one.
Collectively, with your financial support, we continue to prosper, grow, and celebrate our future.

Jewish Gaily Forward December 2018 - February 2019 13



Tra nsform the World And Yourself

Federation Phllanthropy Partners works with you and your family to put
your passion and purpose to work for positive change.

Our services are tailored to your specific situation:

* Researching causes and nonprofits that interest you e Developing a family philanthropy plan

« Reviewing your investment strategies and options, « Inviting you to events and briefings that resonate
including impact investing with your passions

* Providing grantmaking and administration to simplify  Connecting you to donors with similar interests
your giving

Let’'s Talk. Contact us to start the conversation.

Debbie Tuttle Berkowitz A

Ruth Bender
415.512.6291 | DebbieB@sfjcf.org &" 3

415.512.6205 | RuthB@sfjcf.org

J C FmISH COMMUNITV
121 Steuart Street, San Francisco, CA 94105 - 415.777.0411 - jewishfed.org ‘ FEDERATION

[EGAL HELP?

ESTATE PLANNING

BUSINESS LAW

REAL ESTATE

LITIGATION

CONDOMINIUM CONVERSION

GOLDSTEIN TENANCY-IN-COMMON
GELLMAN,MELBOSTAD PROBATE

HARRIS & McSPARRAN PERSONAL INJURY
LLP EMPLOYMENT DISCRIMINATION

1388 SUTTER STREET, SUITE 1000 David Gellman

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94109 DGellman@g3mh.com
(415) 673-5600 TEL

(415) 673-5606 Fax Arthur Meirson
SR Sl i AMeirson@g3mh.com
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our

Ok e

A program of The Richmond/Ermet Aid Foundation

Resource Guide to
over 300 SF LGBTQ Nonprofit

Service Agencies,Arts
& Athletic Groups

Includes: category search, calendar of events & 1000's of photos

Connect - Yolunteer - Donate
Keep the Good Work Going !

Nourish your values
with your investments

* Holistic personal financial
planning aligned with your
progressive values

* Fee-only* CERTIFIED FINANCIAL
PLANNER?® practitioner
specializing in Socially
Responsible Investments

* Small business retirement
plans and consulting

* Free initial consultation

.. ((€vJim Frazin, CFP®, AIF®

U

“(gm 415.337.4566 x 101

Jim@CommunitasFinancial.com

Jim Frazin, is an Investment Advisory
Representative of Communitas Financial
Planning Inc, an independent invest-
ment advisory firm registered in
California.

Please note: Advertising

deadline for our next
issue is January 15th!

Hills of Eternity
Memorial Park

Home of Peace
Cemetery

Salem Memorial Park

Serving Northern California’s
Jewish Commnity Since 1850

¢ Dedicated section for congregants

¢ In-Ground Burial Plots

¢ Indoor and Garden Mausoleum Crypts
¢ Niche and In-Ground Urn Gardens

¢ Convenient Payment Plans

For an appointment,
please call 650.755.4700

James Carlson, Executive Director
and Sha’ar Zahav member
Benjamin J. Ruhs, Director of Sales

1299 El Camino Real
Colma, CA 94014-3238

www.jewishcemeteries-sf.org

Charles
Spiegel
Law

REAL ESTATE
DIVORCE AND CUSTODY

ADOPTION AND
SURROGACY

PRE AND POST NUPTIAL
AGREEMENTS

Charles Spiegel, Esq,
CSZ Member
Attorney and Mediator
CharlesSpiegelLaw @gmail.com
www.charlesspiegellaw.com

(415) 644-4555

SINAI

MEMORIAL CHAPEL
CHEVRA KADISHA

San Francisco (FD 262)
(415) 921-3636

East Bay (FD 1523)
(925) 962-3636

Peninsula (FD 1830)
(650) 369-3636

« *Advance planning counseling

« *At need arrangements

« *Bereavement support services
« *Burial at all Jewish Cemeteries

Locally & Worldwide

www.sinaichapel.org
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290 Dolores Street

San Francisco CA 94103
Voice 415 861 6932

Fax 415 861 6081

Web www.shaarzahav.org

Rabbi Mychal Copeland
Cantor Sharon Bernstein

one NIcHT ONLYIII

Cantofr Unplugged
The Broadway Sing-Along Edition

)0000000000000000000000000000000¢

Let your inner Broadway star shine! Join Cantor Sharon Bernstein
in a scintillating evening of song, featuring tunes from your favorite
shows plus a smattering of new songs to tickle your fancy.

Saturday, January 12, 2019 at 8:00pm at Sha’ar Zahav 290 Dolores Street (at 16th Street)
Parking available at Mission Dolores - Reception to follow Members $10; non-members $15

Sponsored by the Rabbi Julius and Pearl Funk Musical Events Fund




