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Iyyar 5779 - Av 5779 / June 2019 - August 2019 “Transcend the Ordinary”

 Our other High Holy Day season is here - the month of Pride. This 
year, June also brings us the Jewish holiday of Shavuot, celebrating our 

receiving of the Ten Commandments at Mt. Sinai. The confluence of San 
Francisco’s month-long boost of ecstatic energy and our ancient holiday 

marking spiritual revelation is fortuitous.

Shavuot lifts up the idea that those who were present at Mt. Sinai (and even 
those who are still listening for it) could hear the voice of God. What does 

God’s voice sound like? 

God takes many forms throughout Torah, inviting us to experience godliness in 
different ways depending on what we need God to be from moment to moment. 

For the prophet Elijah, God is found in a still, small voice. 

In other places in Torah, God’s voice might be that of an angel, a parent or fire. 
What does God’s voice sound like at Mt. Sinai? Joy Ladin 

reminds us in her new book, The Soul of the Stranger: 
Reading God and Torah from a Transgender Perspective, 

that at Sinai, “God’s voice is neither still nor small…” 
Here, God speaks to us in thunder. Imagine being present 

for the drama of a Being we cannot see, booming out in 
thunder! Theatrical, awe-inspiring, tangible.

That is the kind of drama Pride month and Shavuot are all 
about. On June 8th, join Sha’ar Zahav as we relive the ex-

perience of receiving revelation and kick off Pride Month 
2019. Joy Ladin will headline our Shavuot night of learn-

ing with insights from her book and check out the back 
page for more information about Pride. 
 

 May your season of revelation be spectacular.

 Shavuot & Pride:  Exp erience The Thunder 
B y RABBI  MYCHAL COPELAND
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Transparenc y And Torah
B y NANCY LE VIN /  Pres ident

In today’s world, people 
value transparency. We 
strive for that at Sha’ar 
Zahav. Our by-laws stress 
member participation and 
awareness. Board meet-
ings are open to all mem-
bers. We send weekly 
emails. Some things are 
easy to see and feel – our 
meaningful High Holy 
Day services, the energy 
at new member brunches, 
Beit Sefer Phyllis Mintzer 
creativity on our walls, 

and rallying together against hate and tragedy. How-
ever, we haven’t been consistent in talking about the 
financing of our community. The Pirkei Avot says Im 
ein kemach, ein Torah; Im ein Torah, ein kemach — 
“If there is no flour, there is no Torah; if there is 
no Torah, there is no flour.”  As I understand this 
phrase, it means if there is no money (flour), then a 
community of Torah can’t exist – but without Torah, 
then money doesn’t matter.  So, I’d like to begin to 
talk about “flour.”

Understanding Our Cost Structure
Of our almost $1 million budget, 80% of our expens-
es are “fixed” -- that is, personnel and building op-
erations. The other 20% cover programs – High Holy 
Days, Pride, education, social action, Beit Sefer, 
music, food and celebrations – that nurture and draw 
people into our community. We own our building 
with an $82,000 mortgage. Our $225,000 endowment 

generates operating interest and exists for costs 
beyond the annual operating budget.

Our Revenue Structure
Our income comes primarily from rentals and fees 
(10%); endowment income and grants (5%) and 
most importantly, member support (85%).  While 
we have worked hard to diversify our revenue base, 
like most synagogues we depend on members to 
underwrite the majority of our costs. Members con-
tribute through annual dues, High Holy Day dona-
tions, and our Rainbow Campaign. 

We have 325 member-households, which trans-
lates to a cost of $3,000 per household (or about 
$250 per month). Of course, not all members are 
able to provide this level of support. Currently, 45 
households (20%) contribute at least $3,000 (some 
much more), 40 households contribute $1-2,000, 
and 240 households, contribute under $1,000. Each 
member is vital to our community. Long term, we 
need to significantly increase the level of support 
from our members – and continue to attract new 
members to create an even more vibrant community 
and to spread our fixed costs over a larger base. 
As I shared in my last column, we are embarking 
on building a connected community so that each of 
us can feel the joy and inspiration that comes from 
engaging together in a community rooted in Torah 
and B’ztelim Eloheim. 

That engagement, we believe, will fuel our finan-
cial sustainability. Transparency and Torah. Torah 
and flour. Let’s keep the conversation going.
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Permission to reprint with attribution 
granted. Articles reflect the opinion of 
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ADVERTISERS: contact Sharon Heath 
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or 415-861-6932, extension 304.

Sha’ar Zahav reserves the right to reject 
any advertisement.

sometimes even more than our answers.  They point 
to our interests, our desires, our concerns, and yes, 
our knowledge.

At the Passover seder, there are the famous (or infa-
mous) four questions.  Four questions by four chil-
dren with different personalities with four different 
answers.  One can easily find in this – particularly 
in traditional readings of the text – a sense of judge-
ment about the questioner and the question they ask.  
But I see something different in it.  I see in it the 
validation of the different people we are, and the 
different questions we ask.  All questions are to be 
encouraged, received and answered…from everyone.  

Jewish texts and practices are based on questions 
and questioning.  God asks Adam:  “Where are you?”  
Abraham asks God whether Sodom and Gomorrah 
can be spared.  Moses asks why the burning bush 
doesn’t burn up.  The Talmud starts with this ques-
tion: Starting at what time in the evening can we 
say the “Sh’ma”?  Traditional text study is all about 
questions and answers.  Jewish law is determined by 
people asking questions and getting responses.  
Nowhere in there is the concept of a “good” or “bad” 
question.  There are just questions.   

As Einstein said, “The important thing is to not stop 
questioning. Curiosity has its own reason for exist-
ing. One cannot help but be in awe when contemplat-
ing the mysteries of eternity, of life, of the marvel-
ous structure of reality. It is enough if one tries 
merely to comprehend a little of this mystery every 
day. Never lose a holy curiosity.”

I recently found myself 
thinking about how often 
we say: “Can I ask a stu-
pid question?”  The typi-
cal response is that there 
is no stupid question, but 
somehow, we keep refer-
ring to our questions as 
stupid.  I don’t think it’s 
just semantics – I think 
that we are genuinely 
concerned that people 
will think the question 
is stupid, that we will be 
ridiculed, scorned, or dis-

SHA’AR ZAHAV   CANTOR’S MESSAGE

Ask ing Q uestions
B y CANTOR SHARON BERNSTEIN

missed. And that’s a problem.  Because asking a ques-
tion is an opportunity:  for learning, for growth, for 
connection.  One can find a wealth of advice online 
on how to ask good questions, which seems to boil 
down to principles of openness and curiosity, asking 
open-ended questions, letting one question lead into 
another and listening to the answers. 

But that’s a little easier said than done.  In a world 
with so much information at our fingertips, trying 
to figure out what question to ask can be daunt-
ing.  Think about an internet search engine.  How the 
question is phrased can make a vast difference in the 
response we get.  

But beyond our basic googling proficiency, there’s 
the deeper matter of narrowing down our questions 
to what is really important to us. Perhaps that’s the 
point.  Our questions are a reflection of ourselves, 



4  Jewish Gaily Forward / June 2019 - August 2019

SHA’AR ZAHAV   EDUCATOR’S COLUMN

Expectations for suc-
cess, no time for bore-
dom, social pressures, 
anxiety and depres-
sion, lack of sleep, 
social media, safety 
fears, body issues, 
identity confusion, 
drugs, sexuality.  

This is a list of teen 
stressors generated at 
a community train-
ing for Jewish youth 

professionals this spring.  I know what you are 
thinking: sounds like the same list of adult stress-
ors with which we all are wrestling.  

The difference is that our teens have all of this 
coming at them when they are in a developmental 
stage that is as unstable as when they were tod-
dlers.  It’s a lot to take on; imagine the grown-
up world, intensify it with adolescent hormones, 
remove strong decision-making skills and add a 
highly volatile sense of self.  As the mother and 
stepmother of four teens, including two who have 
just completed running the college admissions 
gauntlet, I can tell you for certain that it’s harder 
today than when you were a teen.  It just is.
 
The San Francisco Jewish community is in the 
middle of a Community Teen Initiative. This work 
is designed to get our community thinking about 
how to engage and support our teens.  One ele-
ment of the work is training for Jewish youth pro-
fessionals presented by Jewish LearningWorks.
 
In addition to taking a hard look at our teens’ 
many stressors, we also explored their strengths: 
a deep commitment to inclusion, enthusiasm for 
a challenge and the desire to connect with adults 
who take them seriously.  And we shared ideas 
for how to expand their possibilities, challenge 
them for growth, share power with them, provide 
support and express care.  Our teens are living 
serious lives. It’s important for the adults in their 

Reinvesting I n  O ur Teens
B y SUE BOJDAK /  Di rec tor  of  Educat ion

lives to take them seriously.  We can do that by 
being present for them, listening, giving them 
opportunities to try new things, supporting 
their successes, allowing them to make mis-
takes, and continuing to invest in them.
 

This year we were able to re-invest in our teen 
program, thanks to a grant from SF Humani-
ties, Inc. and leadership from graduating senior 
Langston Bealum.  

In addition to reshaping our madrichim (teen 
leadership) program, we also launched a hand-
ful of Sha’ar Zahav Teen Hang Outs. Hangouts 
are an opportunity for Sha’ar Zahav teens to 
get together and, you’ve got it, hang out.  

It’s our first step toward bringing our teens 
together in community to connect in real time 
and build supportive relationships. I’m excited 
to expand the opportunities for our Sha’ar 
Zahav teens and would love to have you as a 
partner.  

If you have a great idea, an opportunity to 
share, room for a teen in a project you are 
working on, please contact me.  Let’s show up 
for our teens, support them and be challenged 
by them as they grow.

“Our teens are living serious 

lives. It’s important for the 

adults in their lives to take 

them seriously. We can do that 

by being present for them.”            

                         - Sue Bojdak         
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SHA’AR ZAHAV   MEMBERSHIP

February
Liz Jaroslow & Marc Lipsett
David-Elijah Nahmod
Stephen & Annette Spector

We l co m e  O u r  New  a n d  R e t u rn i n g  M e m b e r s !

SHA’AR ZAHAV   INTRODUCING THE B’NEI MITZVAH

D av i d  O g u s  L a n o u e  L a n g d o n
David Ogus Lanoue Langdon will be called to 
the Torah as a bar mitzvah on June 15.
 
David is a 7th grader at Gateway Middle School 
in San Francisco. He lives in Bernal Heights 
with his mother, Rachel Langdon, and also 
spends regular time with his grandmas, Irene 
Ogus and Susan Langdon.
 
David enjoys swimming, travel, baking, musical 
and improv theater. His interests include video 
games, movies, TV, reading and tech stuff. A 
list of favorites includes: TV show: Daredevil 
(Netflix); video game: Batman Arkham Knight; 
movie: The Dark Knight; book: Little Brother 
by Corey Doctorow; restaurant: Super Duper 
Burger; and artists: Queen and Abba. He also 
loves Legos (who doesn’t?) and really enjoyed 
Camp Tawonga last year.
 
His mitzvah projects include using his tzeda-
kah fund for selecting and delivering Christmas 
gifts to homeless children living in Ashbury 
House; preparation of break-fast oneg at Yom 
Kippur; weeding at the AIDS Memorial Grove; 
volunteering at S.F. Food Bank; and numerous 
Ocean Beach cleanup projects. David endears 
himself to others with his quick wit and humor.

March
James Moser 
Robin Cohn & Phyllis & Gordon
Robert Harris & Marcelo Ruvalcaba
Carolina Ornelas
Robert Heller

April 
Judith Rubin
May 
Robert Shanholtz
Joel Latcher & Jill Ludwig
Vincent Reybet-Degat

Vo l u nte e r  O p p o r t u n i t i e s                                                         / See the weekly e-mail or the website at 
shaarzahaz.org for a complete listing of chavurot (committees) and their contacts. 

SHA’AR ZAHAV   COMMUNITY
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SHA’AR ZAHAV   DONATIONS

HHD Donations 5779
General Fund
   in memory of Bobbi Schiller, 
   mother of Karen Schiller:
   Allan Berenstein
   Paul Cohen and Bob Gutterman
   Alice Harron
   Hills of Eternity Board of Directors
   Rose Katz
   Terry Kraus
   Ron Lezell
   Steve Mazer
   Richard Meyerson
  Jeff Piade
  Sharyn Saslafsky and Jan Half
  Ami Zusman
Allan Berenstein
   in memory of Isabel Fishman, Ron Gertz, 
   Naomi Faini-Pick, Batya Kalis, Cathy Kelly,                               
   Noah Nacamulli, Nancy Stern, Tom Yazman 
   and Marvin Zinn
Florence and Steven Nacamulli
   with gratitude for 30 wonderful years
James Carlson
   in memory of Bob Emerson and Rick Brattin
Congregation Shir Hadash
   in appreciation of Ron Lezell
Marilyn Cooney
   in honor of Irene Ogus and with appreciation 
   of the love and openness of Sha’ar Zahav
Jonathan Funk
   in honor of Sharon Heath and Heidy Ramirez
Jonathan Funk and John Arnold
   in honor of Wendell Choo in appreciation of 
   his help with John’s birthday party
Avraham Giannini
   in honor of Rami Kripke-Ludwig 
   and in memory of Stuart Biegel
Barbara Gordon and Peter Kane
Isaac Guttman
   in honor of Alex Ingersoll 
   and Martin Tannenbaum
Ron Lezell   
   in memory of Evelyn Greenspan
In memory of Jeffrey Lilly:
  Allan Berenstein
  Pender McCarter and Martha Taylor
  Karen Schiller
  Yolande Schneeman
  Robert Tat
  Martin Tilzer and Jeffrey Piade
  Mike Zimmerman
Karlyn Isaac Lotney
   in memory of Barbara Lotney
Steve and Florence Nacamulli
   in memory of our nephew Noah Nacamulli

Karen Schiller
   in honor of Jason Simonoff ’s bar mitzvah 
   & Mark Mackler and Wendell Choo’s 
   “special life changes”
William Smith
Terri Yeckley
   in honor of Alex Ingersoll’s birthday
 
Community Thrift Donations
Warren Bain
James Carlson
Jean-Jacques Garbarz
Nimrod Grinvald and Larissa Queiroga Da Silva 
Jeffrey Lilly
Jane and Michael Rice
Barbara Rinkoff and Ellen Murland
Charles Spiegel
 
Rainbow Fund
Anonymous
Pierre and Yvette Adida
   in memory of Salomon Adida, Marcelle Adida,    
   Adolf Klein, Marguerite Klein
Warren Baim
Marianne Balin
   in honor of Nancy Levin
Ann Bauman and Kelly Thiemann
Ruth Bernstein and Matt Patchell
   in honor of Nancy Levin
Larry Best
   in memory of my mother, Sylvia Best
Michael Bettinger and Robert Goldstein
   in memory of Jeffrey Lilly
Donna Blow and Nancy Muller
   in honor of Josh’s grandparents
Diana Buchbinder and Jeane Redsecker
   in memory of Irving and Helen Buchbinder
Tiela Chalmers
   in memory of Phyllis Mintzer, with love
Phil Charney
Michael Chertok and Anthony Sauler
   in memory of Alfred Loeb
Ellen Cleary
Paul Cohen and Bob Gutterman
Marina Coleridge
Bernie Corace
   on behalf of our children Neilda Jean and Avigdor Sussace    
   and in appreciation of Rabbi Mychal for her 
   continuous spiritual and parental guidance
Ray Cutino
Barbara Cymrot
Ann Daniels and Jonathan Zingman
Stuart Dick & Joseph Sieger
   in honor of the Sha’ar Zahav community
Emily Dorian
Ron Edelman
   in honor of Ami Zusman, 
   and Steven & Florence Nacamulli
Linda Edelstein & Marion Gillen
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Lynn Eden and Ruth Schoenbach
   in honor of our dear friend Leon Lashner
Steve Elman & Tom Holt
   in memory of Judith Brooke Elman
Gene Falk
Deb Farkas
   in memory of my brother, Rick
Joseph Feiner
   in memory of my father, Donald Feiner
Don Fischer
Louise Fischer
   in memory of my mother Iris Fischer
Terry Fletcher & Glen Hauer
Martin & Meghan Fox
Ernest & Kathleen Friedlander
   in honor of Randy Weiss 
   and in celebration of 20 years 
   of Music in the Mishkan
Jonathan Funk & John Arnold
   in honor of Rabbi Copeland and Cantor Bernstein
Andy Fyne & Richard Mikles
Eric Gilmore
   in appreciation for the support Sha’ar Zahav 
   has provided to Britta & Jill Pomrantz 
   in the early care of Samuel
David Gluck & Christine Young
   in memory of Elizabeth & Maury Gluck
Alan Gold & Allan Ferrara
   in memory of Benjamin & Dorothy Gold, 
   and Mary Pecorella
Avrum Goldberg & William Garcia
Alan Gordon & Steve Schumacher
Bob Gordon
Denise Gordon
Roseann Gould 
   in memory of my mother, Gussie Brodsky
Sarita Groisser 
   in honor of Karen Schiller
Sara Haber & Beth Sousa
Jan Half 
   in celebration of the 3rd anniversary 
   of meeting Sharyn Saslafsky
Howard Hahn
Joe & Anna Harkman
Tony Harris
   in honor of Nancy Levin
Alice L. Harron
Jose Hernandez
Marjorie Hilsenrad
   in honor of Rabbi Mychal Copeland 
   and Cantor Sharon Bernstein
Hershey Hirschkop
   in honor of Larry Wexler
Judith Huerta
Michael Hulton
Alex Ingersoll & Martin Tannenbaum
   in honor of Mike Shriver 
   and all that he does for our community
Elizabeth Jaroslow & Marc Lipsett
Geri Kahn

Bonnie Kates
Anna & Joshua Katz
Robert Katz
Rose Katz
   in memory of Batya Kalis
Amy Kaufman & Victoria Estevez
   in memory of Toto Alonzo
Lawrence Klein
Dina Lahn and Mary Schroeder
Paisha Rochlin-Lehrman & Marvin Lehrman
Jeffrey Levin
Nancy Levin
   in memory of Susan L. Renert
Lillian Levy & Alison Green Levy
   in honor of Rose Katz
Marc Lipschutz
   in memory of my parents, 
   Aaron Martin Lipschutz and Renee S. Lipschutz.
Marc Lipsett & Elizabeth Jaroslow
Daniel Loftus & Christopher Nguyen
   in memory of Lloyd Phillips
Laura Lowe
Shijia Bobby Lu
Gail Ludwig & Clarissa Kripke
   in honor of Cantor Sharon Bernstein
Mark Mackler & Wendell Choo
Merle Malakoff & Gina Surber
Rafael Mandelman
Carla Mays
   in memory of Shirley Taylor
Steven Mazer
Eve Meyer & Jim Edlin
   in memory of Hilda Meyer
Nancy Meyer
   in honor of the beauty, warmth, love 
   and strength of Congregation Sha’ar Zahav
Richard Meyerson
   in memory of Walter Leiss 
   and his unwavering generosity
Alan Michels & Laureen Kim
Leslie Miessner
   in memory of Kevin Johnson
Ellen Murland & Barbara Rinkoff
Irene Ogus
   in memory of Walter Leiss
Ezra Perlman
Jeff Piade
Shaun Poblete
Deborah Pollack-Levy & Paola Carvajal
Steve Polsky & Mark Oliver
   in memory of Norman & Elaine Polsky
Joyce & Barry Pomrantz 
   in memory of our daughter, Tracy
Ellen Press
   in memory of my father Marvin Perle 
   and my brother Jan Press
Mark Pressler & Robert Tannenbaum
Ora Prochovnick & Rena Frantz
Rabbi Ted Riter
   in honor of all my friends at Sha’ar Zahav
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SHA’AR ZAHAV   DONATIONS (Continued)

Kristin Roman
   in honor of Samuel Pomrantz and his moms
Shawn Rosenmoss
   in memory of Cal Broomhead
Beth Ross & Laurie Trupin
Beth Rubenstein & Evan Markiewicz
Patty Ryan & Aaron Levine
Sharyn Saslafsky
Lillian Schaechner & Elaine Weissman
Karen Schiller
   in honor of the Sha’ar Zahav community
Yolande Schneeman
Susan Schwartz
   in memory of Mary Isham
Karren Shorofsky & Carolyn Reiser
Grant Shreiner & Blair Lewis
Mike Shriver
   in honor of Andy Schwartz
Arthur Slepian & Gerry Llamado
   in honor of Nancy Levin
Elliott Sprehn and Rachel Nancollas
Howard Steiermann
Kevin Stein & Helen Bruno
   in memory of Helen Oxenbury
Robert Tat
   in honor of Michael Chertok’s recent presidency
Sam Thal
   in honor of Rabbi Copeland
Michael Tyler& Amy Shustack
   in memory of Bobbi Schiller
Deborah Udin & Lucy Cefalu
Jon Uyterlinde
Julie Veroff
   in honor of Murray Veroff
Dana Vinicoff
   in memory of Mike Rankin
Nancy Wecker
Larry Wexler
Steven Wiesner
Ivan Willard
   in memory of David Loebl
Nina Wouk & Jessie Ap’neva
Judith Wolfe
   in honor of Richard Meyerson, a real mensch
Jonathan Zingman & Ann Daniels
Lydia & David Zinn
Ami Zusman
   in honor of Nancy Levin and the Va’ad

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Nathan Levin
   in memory of Rhoda Levin
Karen Schiller
   in memory of my mother, Bobbi Schiller
 
Bookplates for Machzor
Leslie Meissner
   in memory of Kevin Johnson
Jonathan Funk & John Arnold
   in honor of Mark Mackler & Wendell Choo’s 
   70th birthdays 

The Rabbi Julius & Pearl Funk 
Musical Events Fund
James Carlson
   in memory of Jeffrey Lilly
Jonathan Funk
   in memory of Pearl Funk, Mike Kozlowski 
   and Minnie Wiseman
Jonathan Funk & John Arnold
   in honor of Mark Mackler ’s & Wendell Choo’s 
   70th birthdays 
   and in honor of Evan Arnold-Gordon 
   in appreciation of his help with John’s birthday party    
   and in memory of Jeffrey Lilly, 
   and Bobbi Schiller

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
John Arnold
   in appreciation for Cantor Bernstein’s support 
   and encouragement during my illness 
   and for my writing
Walter Leiss Trust
Florence & Steve Nacamulli
   in memory of Jeffrey Lilly
Jeffrey Rubin
   in memory of Jeffrey Lilly
Karen Schiller
   in memory of my mother, Bobbi Schiller
 
Music in the Mishkan Donations
Kathleen & Ernest Friedlander
   in honor of Randy Weiss 
   and in celebration of 20 years of Music in the Mishkan
Irene Ogus
Diane Shear
Sam Thal
   in honor of Ron Lezell

Chai Fund 
Barbara Cymrot
Jonathan Funk & John Arnold
   in honor of James Carlson and Ron Lezell 
   in appreciation of their help with John’s Birthday Party
David Gellman
Allan Gold and Alan Ferrera
Elizabeth Jaroslow
Laura Lowe
   in honor of Irene Ogus
Nancy Meyer
   in honor of Irene Ogus 
   and the Building and Security Committees
Irene Ogus
Andrew Ramer
Karen Schiller
Josh Steinberg
Nancy Sheftel-Gomes
Arthur Slepian & Gerry Llamado
Zephyr Real Estate
   in honor of Irene Ogus 
   and the Building and Security Committees



SHA’AR ZAHAV   CONDOLENCES

February
Mary Isham, 
   friend of Susan Schwartz
Jeffrey Lilly, 
   long-time member of Sha’ar Zahav and friend of many

March
Evelyn Greenspan, 
   mother of Marius Greenspan
Bobbi Schiller, 
   mother of Karen Schiller
Rhoda Levin, 
   mother of Jeffrey Levin

March (cont.) 
Arlene Parker, 
   mother of Drew Parker-Rose, 
   mother-in-law of Flavio Epstein, 
   and grandmother of Elias and Carina Rose

April
Stuart Biegel, 
   member of Sha’ar Zahav
Ben Thal, 
   brother of Sam Thal
Mildred Cohen, 
   mother of Jay Cohen
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SHA’AR ZAHAV   YAHRZEITS

June
6/2    Mark B. Feldman
6/8    Robert Nehemiah Mackey
6/9    Duff Kreitzberg
6/12 Albert Stern
6/14 Mirtha Beal
6/15 Barry Siegel
6/16 Richard Rath
6/17 Joe Zygielbaum
6/24 David Shaber
6/29 Judy Macks
6/29 Herb Siegel

July
7/4    Edwin Gabay
7/5    Matthew Rostoker
7/6    David Roy Custead
7/9    Alexander Louis Konski
7/10 Rachel Mailman
7/25 Seth Miller
7/30 Phillip Resnick

February 8-9
Oneg sponsored by Howard Hahn 
   in memory of his mother and synagogue member, Helga Hahn

February 15-16
Flowers sponsored by Patty Caplan & Jonathan Simonoff 
   in honor of Jason Simonoff ’s bar mitzvah
Oneg sponsored by Steve Polsky 
   in memory of his mother, Elaine Polsky 
   and his grandmother, Rachel Polsky
Kiddush Lunch 
   sponsored by Patty Caplan & Jonathan Simonoff 
   in honor of Jason Simonoff ’s bar mitzvah
   and by Jeffrey Auman 
   in memory of his friend, Masha Zinsky

February 22-23
Oneg sponsored by Deb Kinney 
   in memory of her mother, Marilyn Kinney

March 1-2
Flowers sponsored by Rose-Anne Donner Colt 
   in memory of her father, Isaac Donner
Kiddush Lunch sponsored by Caylah Kastner 
   in appreciation of Rabbi Copeland and Cantor Bernstein

August
5/01 Eugene Bender
5/09 Jack Jacobs
5/09 Richard Inlander
5/13 David Delroy
5/14 Thomas Yazman
5/17 Nanci Stern
5/19 Allan Altman
5/20 Robert Coffman
5/21 James Perkins
5/24 David Loebl
5/28 Steve Goldstein

SHA’AR ZAHAV   SPONSORSHIPS

March 15-16
Flowers sponsored by Tirtza Pearl 
   in memory of my father, Leslie Benjamin Rosenberg
Oneg sponsored by James Carlson, Paul Cohen 
   and Ron Lezell 
   in memory of their fathers, Ray Carlson, 
   Joseph Cohen and Sam Lezell 

March 22
Flowers sponsored by Jeffrey Levin 
   in memory of his mother, Rhoda Levin
Oneg sponsored by James Carlson 
   in memory of his husband, Richard Roginski

April 5-6
Oneg sponsored by Geri Kahn 
   in memory of her father, Howard Kahn

April 12-13
Oneg sponsored by Marjorie Hilsenrad 
   in honor of Judith Huerta and 
   in celebration of 13 wonderful years together
Flowers sponsored by Troy Bodnar 
   in memory of his mother, Linda O’Brien
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Transform the World. And Yourself.
Federation Philanthropy Partners works with you and your family to put 
your passion and purpose to work for positive change.

Let’s Talk. Contact us to start the conversation.

121 Steuart Street, San Francisco, CA 94105  •  415.777.0411 •  jewishfed.org

Researching causes and nonprofits that interest you
Reviewing your investment strategies and options,
including impact investing
Providing grantmaking and administration to simplify
your giving

Developing a family philanthropy plan
Inviting you to events and briefings that resonate 
with your passions
Connecting you to donors with similar interests

Debbie Tuttle Berkowitz
415.512.6291 | DebbieB@sfjcf.org    

Ruth Bender
415.512.6205 | RuthB@sfjcf.org
    



Charles
Spiegel
Law
REAL ESTATE

DIVORCE AND CUSTODY
ADOPTION AND

SURROGACY
PRE AND POST NUPTIAL 

AGREEMENTS

Charles Spiegel, Esq, 
CSZ Member

Attorney and Mediator
CharlesSpiegelLaw@gmail.com

www.charlesspiegellaw.com
(415) 644-4555

• Holistic personal financial
planning aligned with your
progressive values

• Fee-only* CERTIFIED FINANCIAL
PLANNER® practitioner
specializing in Socially
Responsible Investments

• Small business retirement
plans and consulting

• Free initial consultation

Jim Frazin, is an Investment Advisory
Representative of Communitas Financial
Planning Inc, an independent invest-
ment advisory firm registered in
California.       *No product sales. 8/9/12

Nourish your values
with your investments

Jim Frazin, CFP®, AIF®

415.337.4566 x 101
jim@CommunitasFinancial.com

Please note: Advertising 
deadline for our next 

issue is July 15th!

SHA’AR ZAHAV   COMMUNITY

Hills of Eternity
Memorial Park

v 

Home of Peace
Cemetery

v

Salem Memorial Park
Serving Northern Cali fornia’s 
Jewish Commnity   Since 1850

• Dedicated section for congregants
• In-Ground Burial Plots
• Indoor and Garden Mausoleum Crypts
• Niche and In-Ground Urn Gardens
• Convenient Payment Plans

For an appointment , 
please call 650.755.4700

Susan Solomon, Executive Director 
Benjamin J. Ruhs, Director of Sales

1299 El Camino Real
Colma, CA 94014-3238

www.jewishcemeteries-sf.org

                    

San Francisco (FD 262)

(415) 921-3636

East Bay (FD 1523)

(925) 962-3636 

Peninsula (FD 1830)

(650) 369-3636 
Advance planning counseling
At need arrangements
Bereavement support services
Burial at all Jewish Cemeteries

Locally & Worldwide

    www.sinaichapel.org

   

Shaar zahav modified ad 5.15.2007 

                    

San Francisco (FD 262)

(415) 921-3636

East Bay (FD 1523)

(925) 962-3636 

Peninsula (FD 1830)

(650) 369-3636 
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At need arrangements
Bereavement support services
Burial at all Jewish Cemeteries

Locally & Worldwide
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Resource Guide to 
over 300 SF LGBTQ Nonprofit 

Service Agencies, Arts 
& Athletic Groups

Includes: category search, calendar of events & 1000's of photos

Connect - Volunteer - Donate
Keep the Good Work Going ! 



290 Dolores Street
San Francisco CA 94103
Voice 415 861 6932
Fax 415 861 6081
Web  www.shaarzahav.org
Rabbi  Mychal Copeland 
Cantor  Sharon Bernstein

Non-Prof i t  Org.
U.S .  Postage 

PAID
San Francisco,  CA

Permit  #  12628

Congregation

Celebrate  PRIDE! On Sunday June 30th, 

We will march alongside 
other members of the Union 

of Reform Judaism with flags, 
music, banners, free swag 

and so much more!

This is a great time to  
      show your Pride!

Celebrate Pride with your Sha’ar Zahav Community!


