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At the beginning of the V’ahavta, we are told to love God with all 
our heart (b’chol l’vavcha), all our soul (uv’chol nafsh’cha), and 
all our might, or muchness (uv’chol m’odecha). It occurred to me 
recently that these actions correlate beautifully with flow, a term 
coined by psychologist Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi (CHEEK-sent-me-
HIGH-ee) to describe a state of being in which we are fully im-
mersed in what we are doing.

Entering into flow can be a little elusive. It often seems to just hap-
pen. I’m wondering if these words of the V’ahavta can be used 
towards flipping the flow “on” switch; whether we can engage dif-
ferent parts of ourselves in something step-by-step, eventually gath-

ering our full forces and focusing them towards a particular point. Starting with our heart, or our 
soul, or our left pinky, and eventually working towards the muchness, the everything.

I’m thinking about this in particular as we enter the season of High Holy Days.  High Holy Days 
can be a new beginning, a chance to look at the book of our life and think about the next chapter. 
Our liturgy talks about being written into that book, but the reality is that we do a lot of our own 
writing. Could that be done in flow? Could we do it with all our heart, all our soul, all our... ev-
erything? What would that look like?

We’re going through tough, often overwhelming, times. It may feel like we don’t have a lot to 
put into thinking about our lives or the next year. That’s okay. It doesn’t have to be a lot. It can 
be just a moment here and there, a moment in which we fully engage all parts of ourselves and let 
everything else fade into the background. 

High Holy Days can provide opportunities for that. Closing our eyes during the sounding of the 
shofar, breathing it in so that it undulates through us, thrumming in all the corners of our mind 
and body. Focusing on a word or phrase in the prayer book, and marinating ourselves in its texture 
and meaning. Gazing at the waters during tashlich, visually imbibing their ebb and flow. Reaching 
out and being of deep service to someone or something. 

Csikszentmihalyi talked about losing oneself in a transcendent purpose. In this 
New Year, may we each find moments of such transcendence, infused with our 
heart, soul, and muchness.

ALL OF OUR MUCHNESS
B y CANTOR SHARON BERNSTEIN



2  Jewish Gaily Forward / September 2022 - November 2022

Sha’ar Zahav
290 Dolores Street
San Francisco CA 94103

VOICE 415-861-6932
WEB http://www. s haarzahav.org

Sha’ar Zahav is a member of the Union for 
Reform Judaism, the World Congress of 
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and the San Francisco Interfaith Council

Our Journey to Judaism program is 
supported by grants from the National 
Center to Encourage Judaism 

Sha’ar Zahav Staff
RABBI  Mychal Copeland
(x301) rabbi@shaarzahav.org

CANTOR  Sharon Bernstein
(x308) cantorbernstein@gmail.com

DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION  
Sue Bojdak
(x302) education@shaarzahav.org

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Susie Idzik
susie@shaarzahav.org

ASSISTANT DIR. OF ADMINISTRATION 
Kerasa Tsokas
kerasa@shaarzahav.org

Officers
PRESIDENT  Deborah Levy
president@shaarzahav.org

VICE PRESIDENT  Mike Shriver
                            Rachel Nilson Ralston
                            Emily Ornelas-Dorian
RECORDER  Shelli Rawlings-Fein 
TREASURER  Andrew Berger

Va’ad Members
Claudia Bernard, Barbara Cymrot, 
Meagan Fox, Brad Friedman, Franco Martinez, 
Adam Pollack, Ruth Schoenbach, 
Martin Tannenbaum, Alyss Weissglass

We are now supported by the wonderful Susie 
Idzik in her new role of Executive Director – a 
huge step for Sha’ar Zahav. The Rabbi, Susie, 
and I are working together in a “leadership 
triangle,” as explained to me years ago by Paul 
Cohen, z”l. How much he would love that the 
triangle is happening.

Soon, Va’ad agendas and documents will be 
available through ShulCloud, our membership 
portal, so now is a good time to be sure you can 
use ShulCloud. Contact the office if you need 
assistance with this, or want to see meeting ma-
terials and attend meetings.And, we’ve started 
planning a congregational trip to Israel in 2023! 
Let me know if you’re interested, or have ques-
tions or comments. If you want to learn more 
about Israel and its neighbors, join a meeting of 
the L’havin Committee on the fourth Monday of 
each month.

Thanks to all of you for building community 
with your presence and your service, offering 
support, study, Torah, and opportunities to work 
towards social justice within our community and 
beyond. If you’d like to be more involved – even 
in a small way – contact me (president@shaarza-
hav.org) and we can look for the right fit.
 
I’m honored by your trust.

Shana tova and 
chag sameach ev-
eryone! Happy New 
Year and happy hol-
idays. How sweet 
it will be to gather 
together, most of us 
again in the Herbst 
Theater and many 
of us joining on 
Zoom for Rosh 
Hashana evening 
and first day, and 
Yom Kippur.  We 

Keeping Up With The Va’ad
B y DEBORAH LE VY

also look forward to gathering together for 
Zoom-only services on Selichot and second day 
Rosh Hashanah services.

The Va’ad - our Board of Directors - is hard at 
work, focusing on our stewardship role, sup-
porting our fundraising efforts, and examining 
and suggesting revisions to our bylaws. 

This summer and fall, we’ll explore and ad-
dress the structures in our community that need 
changing for us to become more welcoming and 
inclusive to Jews of all backgrounds, focus-
ing on our committee structure and our mission 
statement, to reflect our commitment to racial 
equity and accessibility. 

SHA’AR ZAHAV  PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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Task Force Leaders 
MEMBERSHIP 
Marc Lipschutz
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Sharyn Saslafsky, and Mike Shriver
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to reject any advertisement.

Jewish Gaily Forward
EDITORIAL TEAM  
Judith Cohen, Ann Daniels, 
Tim Grant, Mark Mackler, 
Sharyn Saslafsky, and Karen Schiller

DESIGN AND LAYOUT  
Steve Davis:starspringsf@yahoo.com

JGF is published with a donation from Jan Half. 

Permission to reprint with attribution granted. 
Articles reflect the opinion of their authors and 
not those of Sha’ar Zahav. Proofing errors will 
be atoned for each Yom Kippur. 

The Jewish Gaily Forward is published four 
times a year by Sha’ar Zahav: September, 
December, March, and June. The deadline 
for submissions is 45 days prior to the 
publication date: July 15th, October 15th, 
January 15th, and April 15th. All sub-
missions to the JGF must meet editorial 
requirements and length requirements.

ADVERTISERS: contact Susie Idzik
susie@shaarzahav.org or at 415-861-6932, 
extension 304.
Specifications supplied upon request.

SHA’AR ZAHAV  CONGREGATION

As of July 1, I am now the Executive Director 
(ED) of Sha’ar Zahav. I am excited to be stepping 
into this role as the congregation’s first ED in 
many years. 

There is a subtle shift in how the ED’s role dif-
fers from that of an Administrator, though much 
of the day-to-day work remains the same and my 
ultimate responsibility is still to ensure effective 
management of all things administrative and fiscal. 
In an administrator model, the job is to find effi-
cient ways to get the day-to-day work done. In an 
ED model, I work with a long-term vision for the 

SZ’s  New Executive D irec tor
B y SUSIE  IDZIK

If you’ve been on Zoom at a mixed-presence 
(aka hybrid) service lately, you’ve met SZ’s 
“hostx,” our gender-neutral shorthand for “hostx 
with the mostx.” We created this new program to 
make the online experience more haimish (Yid-
dish for friendly, warm, comfortable) - the hostx 
welcome people, invite visitors to introduce 
themselves, guide the discussion at key points, 
help people feel seen, heard, and acknowledged, 
and give Zoomers the chance to participate in 
a more active way. Many of our members have 
said they rely heavily on Zoom to keep con-
nected with our SZ community, and Zoom atten-

Hostx With The M ostx
B y ANN DANIELS

sustained health and growth of SZ. And the 
most significant change - I am very excited to 
be part of the new “leadership triangle” that 
Deborah mentions, working in close partner-
ship with the Rabbi and the Va’ad President. 
In the office, I continue to work closely with 
Kerasa Tsokas, who is invaluable for her first-
rate administrative support. 

I hope you join me in my excitement about 
this new structure at Sha’ar Zahav. I look for-
ward to reassessing and refreshing the vision 
as we work to make it as effective as possible.

dance at services is consistently high. But after 
more than two years, we know screen fatigue is 
real. For those of us who can’t, or choose not to, 
gather in person, the hostx are here to promote 
a little extra joy and togetherness for our online 
community. 

All are welcome to join the hostx. It isn’t a 
lot of work, you get to work with the fabulous 
Zoom tech team, and it’s a great way to become 
more closely connected to our wonderful com-
munity. Contact Sara Haber at sara.fay.haber@
gmail.com to volunteer or for more information.
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SHA’AR ZAHAV  EDUCATION

There’s a Berkeley 
cafe I’ve been fre-
quenting for five 
years or more. Once 
or twice a week I 
stop in for chai; they 
make the best chai. 
Today, the line was 
long when I got there 
and even though I 
was wearing a hat 
and a mask and my 
sunglasses, the owner 
saw me through a pile 

of people and started making my chai - because 
I am a regular. And he knows me.  

When I talk about Beit Sefer Phyllis Mintzer, I 
extol the blessings of being small – the first of 
which is that everybody knows you. And your 
parents, and your pets. To be known, to be 
seen, is the key to a deep sense of belonging. 
And isn’t that the kind of place your synagogue 
should be? That “third place” (after home and 
school/work) where you are anchored in com-
munity life? I often tell prospective families 
how much I love watching our kids interact at 
recess. It’s like a group of neighborhood kids 
or cousins. Everyone finds their way in, or 
comfortably to the side. Kids play across ages. 
They try out different activities depending on 
their mood or the group energy. And they build 
a seamless community that includes everyone. 

This impulse to inclusion crosses generations. 
While parents are not required to lean in, most 
do and they are robustly welcomed and made to 
feel at home. And the kids are the same. They 
fluidly welcome new kids, accept each other ’s 
foibles, work together, and make space for 
each other. Yes, there are moments of friction. 
And when they happen students are reminded 
that everyone matters. The contributions of a 
first grader are as important as those of a sixth 
grader. And we practice honoring each other 
in real time. Yes, Beit Sefer is creative and 

Where You Are Known
B y SUE BOJDAK

engaging and forward-thinking and queer-posi-
tive and joyfully experimental in all the ways 
that make learning compelling. And what makes 
us magical is being a small community where 
everybody matters and is seen and honored for 
exactly who they are. If you or people you know 
might be interested in joining this magical com-
munity this year, visit https://shaarzahav.org/re-
ligiousschool/ to register, or contact Sue Bojdak 
at education@shaarzahav.org to learn more.

SHA’AR ZAHAV  MAZEL TOV

MAY

Brandie Solovay 
   on her conversion
Sondra, Brandie, and Lilia Solovay  
   on their wedding
Yuridia Ruhama Yisraeli  
   on her reaffirmation

JULY 

Jan Half and Sharyn Saslafsky 
   on their wedding
M Eifler 
   on receiving the Ford Foundation 
   Disability Futures Fellowship for 
   their “Prosthetic Memory” project
Joe and Anna Harkman 
   on the birth of Ramona Edith Harkman

SHA’AR ZAHAV  NEW MEMBERS

JUNE Joan Toledo   Lisa Danzig

AUGUST
Shaina Hammerman, Octavio Di Sciullo, 
   Massimiliano (Max) and Ariana (Ari) Di Sciullo
Aviel (Avi) McDermott 
Hale Smith
Reva Luftman, Adam Luftman, Riley and Nora
Jane Kenner
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I ntro ducing New M emb er Carlos  Coronado 
B y BARB CYMROT

Soli Steinfeld

Solomon Davis Steinfield (Soli), son of Liz Steinfield and Janell 
Fischer, will be called to the Torah as a b’mitzvah on October 15. Soli 
lives in Berkeley with his parents and dog Jaxon, and is a seventh 
grader at East Bay School for Boys. He loves soccer, parkour, mu-
sic, art, and games. He plays the guitar and drums, break dances, beat 
boxes, and creates many a Minecraft world. Energetic, funny, warm 
and social, Soli is a true extrovert who will talk to anyone.

Sol loves his community at Sha’ar Zahav and with his family is very 
grateful to his mentors and teachers, Sue Bojdak, Ron Lezell, Arthur 
Slepian, Deborah Levy and Cantor Bernstein.

M eet The B’mitz vah
???

SHA’AR ZAHAV  CONGREGATION

Sadie Post

Sadie Post, child of Susan Leff and Brad Post, and sibling of Frank 
and Lilah, will be called to the Torah as a b’mitzvah on November 
12. Sadie is a lifelong member of Sha’ar Zahav, most recently at-
tending Beit Sefer online from Nevada City. 

Sadie is in seventh grade at Seven Hills Middle School. Sadie en-
joys reading, studying Korean martial arts, and playing music. She 
recently enjoyed performing onstage with the Nevada City Youth 
Circus.
 
Sadie would like to thank Nancy Levin, Frank Yellin, Beth Ross and 
Isabel Lahn-Schroeder for their support and dedication. Sadie was 
also lovingly assisted with her drash by her Uncle Paul Cohen z”l.

Jonah Goldstone 

Jonah Goldstone, the elder child of Vicki and Gary Goldstone, will be 
called to the Torah on November 5 after several years of learning with 
Beit Sefer at Sha‘ar Zahav. Jonah is a seventh grader at Presidio Middle 
School, where he enjoys singing in the choir and doing science and gar-
dening projects. At home, Jonah loves using Minecraft to co-create digi-
tal worlds with friends in other parts of the country. Always one to jump 
at opportunities to explore what could be, he also thrives in the theater 
and enjoys improving his acting skills in camps and classes. 

Jonah would like to thank his mentor Michael Chertok, Nina Wouk, Can-
tor Bernstein, and all the Beit Sefer teachers who have dedicated their 
time to developing and nurturing his Jewish identity.
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SHA’AR ZAHAV  DONATIONS

General Fund  
Harold Bord
James Carlson
   in memory of his brother, Ken Carlson 
   and his uncle, Ron Carlson
Joanne Chappell
   in memory of Brian Ellis
Ellie Cohen and Michal Goralsky
Aleta Dupree
Ernest and Kathleen Friedlander
   in honor of Susie Idzik
Jonathan Funk
   in memory of Joseph Wiseman
Jonathan Funk and John Arnold
   in memory of Brian Ellis
Clara Jaeckel
Elizabeth Jaroslow and Marc Lipsett
   in celebration of Beit Sefer ’s amazing madrichimot 
   Sadie, Anshel, Gabby & Frank
Deborah Levy
   in honor of Deldep Medina’s significant birthday
   in honor of Marc Lipschutz’s devoted service 
   as Va’ad president
Ron Lezell
   in memory of his mother, Sophie Stulberg Lezell
   in celebration of the wedding 
   of Sharyn Saslafsky and Jan Half
   and in memory of Brian Ellis
David McEwan
Robin Nafshi
   in honor of Deborah Levy on her installation
Herman Rosenbaum
   in honor of Steve Elman’s 75th birthday
Sharyn Saslafsky and Jan Half
   in memory of Douglas Chalmers, 
   brother of Tiela Chalmers
   in honor of Kathleen and Ernest Friedlander 
   for an extraordinary oneg in celebration of 
   their wedding
   and in honor of Tiela Chalmers for her drash 
   and co-leading Shabbat aufruf service 
   in celebration of their wedding
Yo Schneeman 
   in memory of her mother
Karen Schiller
   in honor of Ramona Edith Harkman’s birth
   in memory of Trudi Hauptman
   in memory of Sam Thal
Victoria Thomas
   in honor of Howard Steiermann

In honor of the wedding of 
   Jan Half and Sharyn Saslafsky
Sherry and Art Agnos
Michelle Bertolino
Tiela Chalmers
Ann Daniels and Jonathan Zingman
Anne C de Sauvage
Michele Epstein
Angelo Figone and Larry Brenner
Ernest and Kathleen Friedlander
Ellen Gerecht
Lynn Gitlin
Mary Glover
Lauren Warren-Faricy
Allan Gold and Alan Ferrara
Jonathan Green
Rosalie Greenberger
Dick Grosboll
Brian Hafter
Chuck and Marilyn Half
Stephanie Hannaford and Christine Witzel
Ed Harrington
Victoria Kalish
Rose Katz
Barbara Lande and Alan Hafter
Arlene Lapidus
Susan Lessin
Ron Lezell
Andrea Lichter
Marc Lipschutz
Karen Maas
Mark Mackler and Wendell Choo 
Gail Mantegani
Karen Morrill
Nancy Newhart
Ora Prochovnick and Rena Frantz
Alix Sabin and Nancy Drooker
Elizabeth Sabin
Mauri Schwartz
Karen Schiller
Elayne Silverman
Herb and Rita Silverman
Geoff Silverman
Jennifer Simmons
Arthur Slepian and Gerry Llamado
Hilda L Trueheart
Susan Unger and Pam Erwin
Jeffrey Victor and Helene Stein 
Janet Williams
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In memory of Suzie Langdon
Eric Keitel and Aaron Cooper
Jonathan Funk and John Arnold
Allan Gold and Alan Ferrara
Ida Kuluk
Deborah Levy
Richard Meyerson
Ora Prochovnick and Rena Frantz
Sharyn Saslafsky and Jan Half
Karen Schiller
Judith Wolfe and Jennifer Hughes

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Jonathan Funk, John Arnold 
   and Evan Arnold-Gordon 
   in honor of 
   Jan Half and Sharyn Saslafsky’s marriage
Dodi Walker Gross
   in celebration of 
   Jan Half and Sharyn Saslafsky’s marriage
Janice Oldak
   in memory of Paul Cohen
Sharyn Saslafsky and Jan Half 
   in appreciation for Cantor Bernstein’s music 
   for their wedding
Brandie Solovay and Sondra Solovay 
Eric Weiss and Dan Alpert 
   in honor of Deborah Levy’s presidency 

Chai Fund - Cantor  
Jonathan Funk
   in memory of Alan Harap 
 
Machzor Bookplate
 
Ann Rubin
   in memory of Brian Mailman 
   and Stephen McNeil

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
 
Nancy Meyer
   in celebration of Sharyn Saslafsky and Jan Half ’s 
   marriage
Jonathan Pannor 
   in memory of Paul Cohen
Sharyn Saslafsky and Jan Half 
   in appreciation of Rabbi Copeland 
   officiating at their wedding

Brandie Solovay and Sondra Solovay 
   in celebration of Brandie’s conversion
   in honor of and with thanks to 
   Rabbi Mychal Copeland for officiating 
   at their wedding
Eric Weiss and Dan Alpert 
   in honor of Marc Lipschutz’s 
   service as president 
Steven Farmer
Bob Gordon and Juan Patiño
   with gratitude to Rabbi Copeland 
   in loving memory of Gerald S. “Jerry” Gordon
 
Rabbi Julius and Pearl Funk 
Music Fund   

Jonathan Funk 
   in honor of Mark Lipschutz’s presidency
Jonathan Funk and John Arnold
   in memory of Rabbi Julius Funk
   in appreciation of Ernest and Kathleen Friedlander
John Arnold 
   in honor of Jon Funk’s birthday
Jan Half and Sharyn Saslafsky
   in appreciation of Jonathan Funk co-leading 
   their Shabbat aufruf service

Rainbow Fund 
Pierre and Yvette Adida 
Jessie Ap’neva and Nina Wouk
Carey Averbook
Marianne Balin and Prudence Carter 
Al Baum, z”l
Ann Bauman and Kelly Thiemann 
Wayne Bender 
Andrew Berger 
Michael Bettinger and Robert Goldstein
Helen Bruno and Kevin Stein
Diana Buchbinder and Jeane Redsecker 
Patricia Caplan and Jonathan Simonoff
James Carlson 
Philip Charney 
Michael Chertok 
Arthur Cohen 
Judith B. Cohen
Barb Cymrot 
   in honor of Bettie Cymrot  
Ann Daniels and Jonathan Zingman 
Sophia De Anda
(continued on next page)
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SHA’AR ZAHAV  DONATIONS (continued)

Ron Edelman 
   in memory of Florence Nacamulli  
Linda Edelstein and Marion Gillen 
   in memory of Paul Cohen and Ada Rosenbaum  
Steven Elman 
Lisa Finkelstein and Sarah Grams 
Martin and Meagan Fox 
   in memory of Lynne Hessel and Daniel Fox 
Ernest and Kathleen Friedlander	
   in celebration of Sue Bojdak
Brad and Irene Friedman 
Nick and Stacey Friedman 
Jonathan Funk and John Arnold
Andrew Fyne
Avraham Giannini 
Joan Goldman
Alan Gordon and Steven Schumacher 
Bob Gordon and Juan Patiño
Sarita Groisser  
Isaac Guttman
   in celebration of Alex Ingersoll 
   and Martin Tannenbaum
Sara Haber and Beth Sousa  
   in honor of Lydia and David Zinn 
   and in memory of David’s mom, Miriam
Howard Hahn  
Jan Half  
Joseph Harkman  
Alana Herron and Robert Geller
Marjorie Hilsenrad  
Michael Hulton  
Susie Idzik
Alex Ingersoll and Martin Tannenbaum  
Neil Jacob Rosenbaum and Eva Galanes-Rosenbaum 
Geri Kahn
Yoel Kahn and Dan Bellm 
Jo Ellen and Zoe Kaiser 
Bonnie Kates
Erika Katske and Reuben Zellman 
Robert Katz 
Sherie Koshover
Benjamin Kram and Sharon Kubo 
Joel Lachter and Jill Ludwig
Deena Lahn and Mary Schroeder 
Mark Leno
Jeffrey Levin 
Nancy Levin 
   in honor of Marc Lipschutz  
Deborah Levy 
Ron Lezell 

Marc Lipschutz 
   in memory of Aaron Martin Lipschutz 
   and Renee S. Lipschutz  
David Lowe
Laura Lowe 
Benny Lunine 
Eileen Lynette and Charlene O’Neil 
Mark Mackler and Wendell Choo 
Kay Magilavy 
Merle Malakoff and Gina Surber 
Steven Mazer 
Deldelp Medina 
Miriam Menzel and Jim Musselman 
Nancy Meyer
Richard Meyerson 
Alan Michels and Laureen Kim 
Eric and Eleyne Milstein 
David-Elijah Nahmod
Diana Naparst 
Emily and Carolina Ornelas-Dorian 
Drew Parker-Rose and Flavio Epstein
Jeffrey Piade 
Carolyn Pines and Judy Schwartz
Adam Pollack 
Steve Polsky and Mark Oliver 
Mark Pressler and Robert Tannenbaum 
Rachel and Richard Ralston 
Maggid Eli Andrew Ramer
Debra Reabock 
Jane and Michael Rice
Jacob Robinson 
Paisha Rochlin-Lehrman and Marvin Lehrman 
Shawn Rosenmoss 
Juliet and Leonard Rothman
Beth Rubenstein and Evan Markiewicz
Anton Sabodashevskiy and Iuliia Dudareva
Beth Ross and Laurie Trupin 
   in honor of Marc Lipschutz  
Sharyn Saslafsky 
Karen Schiller 
Eli Schlenker 
Ruth Schoenbach and Lynn Eden 
Andy Schwartz 
Joseph Shapiro 
Karren Shorofsky and Carolyn Reiser 
Michael Shriver and Susan Wolfson 
Arlene Singer and Barbara Leff 
Daryl Smith and Barbara Bergmann 
Brandie Solovay and Sondra Solovay 
Howard Steiermann
Martin Tilzer 



  Jewish Gaily Forward / September 2022 - November 2022  9

SHA’AR ZAHAV  DONATIONS (continued)

Susan Tubbesing and Sarah Nathe
The household of Michael Tyler, 
   Amy Schustack and Scott Kramer 
Qianya Vinson
Samuel Walters and Roberto Acordi 
David Wasserman and Neil Hart
Eli Weinstein
Eric Weiss and Dan Alpert 
Charlotte-Alyss Weissglass 
Larry Wexler 
Steve Wiesner 
Andrew Williamson and Michele Sullivan 
Judith Wolfe and Jennifer Hughes
Christine Young and David Gluck 
Hilary Zaid and Lauren Augusta 
Lydia and David Zinn 
Ami Zusman 
   in honor of Marc Lipschutz 

In Memory of Paul Cohen
Ruth Bernstein and Matthew Patchell
Tiela Chalmers 
Allan Gold and Alan Ferrara 
Rose Katz 
Daniel Loftus and Christopher Nguyen 
Ora Prochovnick and Rena Frantz 
Arthur Slepian and Gerry Llamado 
Elliott Sprehn and Rachel Nancollas 

MAY
Oneg Sponsors:
Joel Lachter and Jill Ludwig
   in memory of Jack Lachter
The patients, residents and staff of 
    The Jewish Home and Rehab Center
Tom Medin
   in memory of his mother, Julia Adele Medin
Richard Meyerson
   in memory of his father

JUNE
Oneg and Flower Sponsors:
Ann Bauman and Kelly Thiemann
   in honor of Sha’ar Zahav’s transgender 
   and nonbinary members 
   and in memory of Ray Bernstein
 
JULY
Oneg and Flower Sponsors:
Sharyn Saslafsky and Jan Half
   in celebration of their wedding
Oneg Sponsors:
Sha’ar Zahav Past Presidents
   in honor of Deborah Levy
George Frankel
   in memory of Ilse Steirman

SHA’AR ZAHAV   SPONSORSHIPS

SHA’AR ZAHAV  CONDOLENCES

Sha’ar Zahav mourns the loss of our members, 
and extends our sympathy to their loved ones:

Brian Ellis, 
   partner of Steve Farmer
Suzie Langdon, 
   wife of Irene Ogus
Sam Thal
Trudi Hauptman, 
   wife of Stephen and mother of Zach Hauptman
Patty Ryan, 
   wife of Aaron and mother of Sam and Carly

In Memoriam
The congregation notes with sorrow the deaths of:

MAY
Toby Emmer
   friend of Yo Schneeman
Christine Johnson
   friend of Larry Best

JUNE
Gerald S. Gordon
   father of Bob Gordon 
   and father-in-law of Juan Patiño
Rita Buchta
   grandmother of Michael Rosenberg
Lewis Weinfeld
   chosen family uncle of Clarissa Kripke
 
JULY
Ann Biderman
   former member and friend of Laura Lowe
Scott Levine
   friend of Laura Lowe

AUGUST
Laura Moss
   sister of Shawn Rosenmoss
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SEPTEMBER

John Golebowski
Lee Gierson
Kevin Johnson
Bernard Pechter
Elliot Klein
David Pierce
Penny Dachinger
Mike Rankin
Jeffrey Lewis Cohen
Rabbi Benjamin Marcus

OCTOBER

Jeffrey A. Miller
Duane Kearns Puryear
Annye Bone
Andrew Zysman
Harry Clint Bigglestone
Henry Mautner
Harvey Levine
Richard D. Wright
Glenn Murray Miller
Michael Mohr

NOVEMBER

Forrest Kincade
William David Holt II
Donald Albert
Bruce Apter
George Mintzer
Sidney Rosenthal
Chuck Norton
Tristano Palermino
Harvey Milk

SHA’AR ZAHAV  YAHRZEITS



• Holistic personal financial
planning aligned with your
progressive values

• Fee-only* CERTIFIED FINANCIAL
PLANNER® practitioner
specializing in Socially
Responsible Investments

• Small business retirement
plans and consulting

• Free initial consultation

Jim Frazin, is an Investment Advisory
Representative of Communitas Financial
Planning Inc, an independent invest-
ment advisory firm registered in
California.       *No product sales. 8/9/12

Nourish your values
with your investments

Jim Frazin, CFP®, AIF®

415.337.4566 x 101
jim@CommunitasFinancial.com

Please note: Advertising 
deadline for our next 
issue is October 15th!

Hills of Eternity
Memorial Park
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Home of Peace
Cemetery
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Salem Memorial Park
Serving Northern Cali fornia’s 
Jewish Commnity   Since 1850

• Dedicated section for congregants
• In-Ground Burial Plots
• Indoor and Garden Mausoleum Crypts
• Niche and In-Ground Urn Gardens
• Convenient Payment Plans

For an appointment , 
please call 650.755.4700

Susan Solomon, Executive Director 
Benjamin J. Ruhs, Director of Sales

1299 El Camino Real
Colma, CA 94014-3238

www.jewishcemeteries-sf.org

                    

San Francisco (FD 262)

(415) 921-3636

East Bay (FD 1523)

(925) 962-3636 

Peninsula (FD 1830)

(650) 369-3636 
Advance planning counseling
At need arrangements
Bereavement support services
Burial at all Jewish Cemeteries

Locally & Worldwide

    www.sinaichapel.org
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Transform the World. And Yourself.
Federation Philanthropy Partners works with you and your family to put 
your passion and purpose to work for positive change.

Let’s Talk. Contact us to start the conversation.

121 Steuart Street, San Francisco, CA 94105  •  415.777.0411 •  jewishfed.org

Researching causes and nonprofits that interest you
Reviewing your investment strategies and options,
including impact investing
Providing grantmaking and administration to simplify
your giving

Developing a family philanthropy plan
Inviting you to events and briefings that resonate 
with your passions
Connecting you to donors with similar interests

Debbie Tuttle Berkowitz
415.512.6291 | DebbieB@sfjcf.org    

Ruth Bender
415.512.6205 | RuthB@sfjcf.org
    

SHA’AR ZAHAV  COMMUNITY



290 Dolores Street
San Francisco CA 94103
Voice 415 861 6932
Web  www.shaarzahav.org
Rabbi  Mychal Copeland 
Cantor  Sharon Bernstein
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Elul and High Holy Days 
In person. Online. Together.

Saturday, Sept. 17, 8pm - S’lichot (Zoom)
Other Elul events and classes listed in 
weekly emails and on the SZ website
 
ROSH HASHANAH:
Sunday, Sept. 25, 7:30pm 
Erev Rosh Hashanah (Herbst & Zoom)
Monday, Sept. 26, 9:30am 
Rosh Hashanah (Herbst & Zoom)
Monday, Sept. 26, 2pm 
Tashlich (Crissy Field)
Dates and times for Zoom and 
East Bay Tashlich TBD
Tuesday, Sept. 27, 9:30am 
Second Day Rosh Hashanah (Zoom)
 
Sunday, Oct. 2, 10am 
Kever Avot v’Imahot/Cemetery 
Visitation (Hills of Eternity, Colma)

YOM KIPPUR:
Tues, Oct. 4, 7:30pm 

Kol Nidre (Herbst & Zoom)
Wed, Oct. 5, all day

Yom Kippur - multiple services 
(Herbst & Zoom)

 
More information and registration 

links in the weekly emails and on 
the Sha’ar Zahav website

www.shaarzahav.org

Sha’ar Zahav High Holy Days 
services and events are free 
and open to all.


