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THE SHAMASH
B y RABBI MYCHAL COPELAND

The hanukkiah, our special menorah for the Hanukkah holiday, dis-
plays eight candles of equal height, one for each night of the cele-
bration. But the ninth candle, the “shamash,” stands a bit higher and 
is used as a helper to light each of the eight. This candle doesn’t get 
its own night of the holiday - yet without it, we would have no light 
at all. 

Hopefully at some point in your life, you have been lifted up by 
someone who acted as a shamash for you, and you have likely had 
the opportunity to be the shamash for someone else, whether you 
realize it or not. 

This Hanukkah season, how can each of us be a shamash? The month of December brings joy to 
many, while it is the most difficult time of year for others: those who are lonely, exacerbated by 
the isolation of the pandemic; those who face mental health challenges; those who are in recov-
ery from addiction; those who have suffered the loss of loved ones; those who have been dis-
placed or evicted; those feeling despair about our world. Take a moment, right now, to think of 
someone in our community who could be having a rough season. You might ask yourself:

   • What is a strength of mine that I can offer them, or something I can offer my community?
   • What is one thing I can do to include them?
   • What is an issue facing our community (like one of those above) where I could get involved?
   • What is one thing I can do to make someone feel celebrated?

Call them. Text them. Email them. Visit them. Listen.

A Hasidic sage, the Sfat Emet, reinterpreted the Hanukkah candles as the light by which we 
search out our inner selves. Perhaps the internal work of this holiday is to see ourselves as a 
shamash, to recognize that our own spiritual development is deepened when we are in profound 
connection with another human being. When the Festival of Lights comes around at the end of 
this month, let the hanukkiah be an inspiration and reminder to be a shamash to 
someone in your life.

For more great resources about Judaism and mental health, 
check out www.TheBlueDoveFoundation.org.
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turnout, and other groups working on housing 
and poverty issues, immigrant rights and sup-
port, gun laws, and more. At Yom Kippur we 
reminded ourselves of Isaiah’s admonition: our 
fasting is not an end  in itself, but a ritual to 
move us to action. Sha’ar Zahav can have an 
impact by raising our voices and taking steps 
together. Now, as 2022 rolls into 2023, I ask 
you to consider what Tikkun Olam means to 
you, and how you express your values through 
your Sha’ar Zahav membership. 

For example, many of us are deeply concerned 
that in this time of increasing climate change, 
our most disadvantaged siblings, including 
communities of color, trans and LGBTQ youth 
and adults – and our very planet – are at risk. 
Whether you are at home or at a joyful Oneg 
gathering, do you bring your social justice 
values with you, taking steps to reduce waste 
(bring your own fork!), to recycle correctly, or 
in other ways? 

When you read the weekly email, do you make 
an effort to attend and support the amazing 
events from our numerous social justice com-
mittees? If social justice is indeed a priority in 
our community, we each need to take part. As 
part of a congregation that clearly values social 
justice, in a tradition that calls us to action, 
what are you doing to bring about change?

We’ll soon celebrate 
Hanukkah, when we 
remember battles 
fought by ancient 
Jews for the right to 
determine our own 
practices and priori-
ties. It’s a good time 
to consider our prior-
ities as a community. 
Our Va’ad (Board) is 
working to meet our 
budget while continu-
ing needed upgrades 

S o cial  Justice  at  Sha’ar  Z ahav
B y DEBORAH LE VY

to our building – particularly our heating and 
ventilation system. We have restructured how 
we address health, safety, and security issues, 
we are continuing to explore our implicit biases 
so that people of every race and background 
feel welcome and valued in our community, and 
we’re working on a new set of bylaws. Present 
in all these conversations is the Jewish value of 
Tikkun Olam, repairing the world.

At Sha’ar Zahav, we’re proud to have several 
social justice committees leading our Tikkun 
Olam work: our Social Action Committee (SAC), 
Climate Action Committee (CAC), Racial Equity 
Committee (REC), and Disability and Accessi-
bility Committee (D&A). SAC includes the John 
Lewis Voter Engagement group working on voter 

SHA’AR ZAHAV  PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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R AISE OUR LGBTQI  VOICES 
B y RABBI  MYCHAL COPELAND

A few months ago at Rosh Hashanah, I asked us 
to raise our unique Sha’ar Zahav voice as an 
unapologetically queer, Jewish community. We 
are a distinctive synagogue, and yet as a progres-
sive spiritual community, we represent a large 
swath of our nation that usually goes unnoticed 
in the political arena. The loudest voices control 
what defines “religion,” which is almost always 
pitted against LGBTQI people and our rights. 
Especially right now. LGBTQI discrimination is 
being written into law around our country, most 
dramatically affecting transgender, nonbinary, 
queer youth.

Could we utilize our particular voice to correct 
the false narrative that religion in our country is 
monolithic, that someone else’s freedom of reli-
gion should be allowed to eclipse ours? That is 
exactly what we are doing. A group of SZniks are 
working with local and national partners to fight 
LGBTQI discrimination, especially focusing on 
trans youth. Last year, SZ joined Thrive, a coali-
tion through the national organization Keshet, 
devoted to defending transgender and LGBTQI 
youth alongside other Jewish community leaders. 
We brainstorm and partner with leaders in states 
most affected by the current sweep of anti-
LGBTQI legislation. We invite you to join us as 
we look for more ways to raise our unique voice. 
To get involved, contact me at queeractivism@
shaarzahav.org.

SHA’AR ZAHAV  SOCIAL JUSTICE

Gabriella Powell, child of Gina Roccanova and 
Michael Powell, will be called to the 
Torah as a b’mitzvah on February 18. 
Gabriella attends the Ruth Asawa School of the 
Arts as a member of the vocal program. 

As a madrichol (teen teaching assistant), 
Gabriella helps teach and guide the young-
est participants in Beit Sefer Phyllis Mintzer 
at Sha’ar Zahav. Gabby loves watching the 
little ones grow and learn, and they look up to 
Gabby as something of a big sibling. Gabriella 
also enjoys spending time with a large circle of 
talented, smart and interesting friends. 
 
Gabby is grateful for the warm and welcoming 
atmosphere at Sha’ar Zahav and thanks their 
mentor, Martin Tannenbaum; Ila Cherney for 
teaching Gabriella Hebrew; and Sue Bojdak for 
welcoming them into the Beit Sefer team. 

SHA’AR ZAHAV  MEET THE B’MITZVAH
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SHA’AR ZAHAV  EDUCATION

A third grader once 
told me what he didn’t 
like about religious 
school: the learning was 
too   abstract. “In math 
class,” he explained, 
“we learn a new concept 
on Monday and by Fri-
day we can do it. 

 In religious school, I 
never know what we 
are even talking about.” 

Math may actually be the ultimate abstraction, 
but if you remember third grade math, it’s very 
concrete. Two plus two always equals four. 

This year at Beit Sefer we are teaching about 
God, the other ultimate abstraction: Who or  
What Is God? Our teaching team began by de-
termining our learning objectives: We want to 
invite the kids to become God-wrestlers with us, 
to know that Judaism has a wide range of ideas 
about who or what God might be - and that none 
of them is the definitive answer.  And we want 
to both invite them into a relationship with God 
and give them robust permission to never believe, 
while feeling 100% Jewish. At the end of the day 
we are asking them to notice both two and two 
and also four, and to make of them what they 
will.  So how do we help young children, espe-
cially those who are concrete thinkers, develop  

Who or  What  Is  G o d?
B y SUE BOJDAK

or explore expansive notions of God? If that 
question has a definitive answer, we don’t know 
it yet, and at the end of the day, I suspect we will 
still be wondering. Here’s how we are exploring:

We have taught a couple of foundational texts, 
Jacob wrestling with the angel/God and becom-
ing Israel, the God-wrestler, and Moses encoun-
tering the burning bush and being introduced 
to God as Ehiyeh Asher Ehiyeh, I will be who I 
will be. Our youngest students have read about 
God as a creative force, God being in the space 
between people, and people using a variety of 
names and images for God. 

They have played with the idea of God through 
abstract art and image- and word-collage, and 
brought their ideas together as songs/poems à la 
the Psalms. Our older students have examined 
the variety of ways God shows up in Torah and 
have tried on different aspects of God through 
short skits. They have asked questions about 
God, read rabbinic stories that address those 
questions, looked at storytellers’ God imagin-
ings, and crafted their own stories. They have 
also made contraptions that capture evidence of 
that which we cannot see.Who or what is God? 
We Jews have a lot of ideas but we don’t really 
know. How do you teach God? With creativity, 
openness, and a willingness to experiment and 
see what happens. What will the children make 
of it? Time will tell.

SHA’AR ZAHAV  PLEASE WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS!

SEPTEMBER
Hannah Klion  they/she

OCTOBER
Ezra Bison-Rapp  they/them
Zach Harrison  he/him
Lou Lief  they/them/she 
Lynn Piade  she/her
Eanna Sarah  she/her

NOVEMBER
Sid Bradford  he/him/they/them
Rebecca Foster  she/her and Jamie Meltzer he/him
Sasha Harris Cronin  she/they 
Watson Ladd  he/him
Alex Lemberg  they/them
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SHA’AR ZAHAV  COMMITTEE NEWS

In May 2021 a resurgence of violence between 
Israel and Hamas rippled across the world. Thou-
sands of miles away, many of us here at Sha’ar 
Zahav were heartbroken by the escalation’s 
impact on civilians, and we worried about what 
it meant for the entire region and how it might 
shape future diplomacy and geopolitics. 

We were also alarmed by the conversations (or 
lack thereof) around the flareup, as well as anti-
semitic acts both in the Bay Area and elsewhere, 
purportedly in retaliation for the Israeli mili-
tary’s actions. 

In response, Sha’ar Zahav activated a working 
group to re-create a space within our community 
where we might engage in learning opportunities 
related to Israel and Palestine. L’Havin: Under-
standing Israel and Its Neighbors was created 
to provide our members and community friends 
with support, knowledge, and dialogue skills 
that deepen our relationship with the land and 
peoples of Israel and Palestine, and to advance 

understanding and healing within our Jewish 
community. We hold a range of narratives and 
relate differently to the ideas and realities of 
Israel, Palestine, and the Israeli-Arab con-
flict, yet are united in our desire to advance 
peace and justice.

To start, L’Havin is holding Zoom calls on the 
fourth Monday of each month, and we invite 
anyone who is interested to join us! You do 
not need to come with any previous knowl-
edge of the topics we may discuss or with 
any set viewpoints. In fact, we encourage all 
to come with open ears and a learner ’s mind-
set. Please contact lhavin@shaarzahav.org if 
you’re interested.

As we plan a congregational trip to Israel 
in 2023, it’s important that we learn how to 
share our diverse and multi-faceted connec-
tions to this vibrant, storied place. We are 
hopeful that L’Havin serves as a valuable 
resource to our Sha’ar Zahav community.

L’Havin:  Understanding Israel  and its  Neighb ors
B y RACHEL NILSON RALSTON

Travel with Sha’ar Zahav to Israel during the second and third weeks of October 2023!  

About 40 SZ members and guests will enjoy three nights in Jerusalem, two nights in 
Tzfat, and three nights in Tel Aviv. We’ll attend Shabbat services at Kol Haneshema 
and Hebrew Union College; visit Hebron to meet religious residents in the small 
Jewish community and tour the largely Palestinian city with an Arab guide; meet indi-
viduals, politicians, and agencies involved in peace advocacy, LGBTQ rights, environ-
mental concerns, and social service agencies. No knowledge of Hebrew is necessary; 
however, open minds are required!

We hope to keep the cost below $5000 per person, based on double occupancy in mod-
erate, kosher hotels (single supplements available), and we’re exploring partial schol-
arships. Hotels, all breakfasts, a few dinners, ground transportation, entrance to muse-
ums, national parks, additional sites, and gratuities are included; airfare is additional.  

You can still fill out the Israel Trip Interest Survey! For more information, please 
contact Patty Caplan at pcaplan@comcast.net or Marc Lipschutz at sfmosheh@
gmail.com.
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SHA’AR ZAHAV  DONATIONS

General Fund
Agnes Braunschweig and Claire Braunschweig
   in memory of their father, 
     Roger Leon Braunschweig
James Carlson
   in memory of Bob Carlson 
    and Mary Jeanne Carlson
   in memory of Jerome Leff
   in memory of his mother-in-law, Rita Roginski
Tiela Chalmers 
   in honor of Marty Rawlings-Fein 
   and his fabulous drash 
Jim Frazin
   in memory of his sister Terry 
   and in honor of his bar mitzvah
Margaret and Steve Freedman 
   in honor of Ramona Edith Harkman’s naming
Jonathan Funk and John Arnold
   in memory of Judith Hedgpeth
Robert Holgate 
  in memory of his late husband, Alvin Baum
Carol Hoffman
Rose Katz
   in recognition of Shoshana Levenberg’s 
   first yahrzeit
   in memory of her mother, Sadie Katz
Herman and Rosalie Rosenbaum
   in honor of Tom Holt’s 70th birthday
Karen Schiller
   in honor of Ramona Edith Harkman
Nina Wouk
   in memory of Vita Wouk
   in memory of Diana Robbins
In memory of Suzie Langdon
   Ami Zusman
   James Carlson
   Mim and Chuck Scalin
   Mark Mackler and Wendell Choo
   Rose Katz
   Arthur Slepian and Gerry Llamado
In memory of Sam Thal
   Jonathan Funk 
   Rose Katz
   Arthur Slepian and Gerry Llamado
In memory of Trudi Hauptman
   Rose Katz
   Stephen Hauptman
   Jonathan Funk and John Arnold 
   Jessie Ap’neva and Nina Wouk 
   Ron Lezell
In memory of Paul Cohen
   Leslie Parker
   Leila Raim
In honor of the wedding 
   of Jan Half and Sharyn Saslafsky
   Michael Chertok
   Nancy Levin
   Lauren Warren-Faricy
   Arthur Slepian and Gerry Llamado

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Aaron Levine 

Community Thrift Store
Paisha Rochlin Lehrman

Membership Commitment
Nancy Levin
   in memory of Barbara Levin

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Trudi White
   in memory of her father, Ernest White, 
   and her mother, Lorraine White
Geri Kahn
   in honor of Sarita Groisser 
   and Rabbi Copeland
Debra, Gil, Noa, 
   Susan and Robert Solomon 
   in celebration of 
   Noa Solomon-Carmel’s B’mitzvah
Stuart Sunshine
   in celebration of the marriage 
   of Jan Half and Sharyn Saslafsky

Rabbi Julius and Pearl Funk 
Music Fund  
Ron Lezell
   in honor of Jon Funk’s “big” birthday
Jonathan Funk
   in appreciation of Rabbi Copeland 
   and Cantor Bernstein on Kol Nidre
   in celebration of 
   Evan Arnold-Gordon’s birthday 
James Carlson
   in honor of Evan Arnold-Gordon’s 
   milestone birthday

Social Action Fund  
Ann Sussman
   In celebration of Ann Daniels’s BIG birthday 
Nancy Wecker and Lisa Wuennenberg
   in memory of Suzie Langdon
   in honor of Geri Kahn co-leading 
   Mincha Service for Yom Kippur 
 
High Holy Days
Donald Abrams
Pierre and Yvette Adida
Rita Adler
Shelley Adler and Nancy Showen
Stan Adler
Jessica Alexandra
Randall Alfred
David Angel
Jessie Ap’neva and Nina Wouk
Heidi Aronson
Lauren Asher
Lee Azus
Aliya Bacal Peterson
Warren Baim
Patricia Ballou
Ira Barg and Paula Weber
Avital Barnea

Judy Baston
Ann Bauman and Kelly Thiemann
Emma Beck
Julie Beck
Wayne Bender
Paul Bendix
Zephaniah Bensaid
Marielle Berg
Ronnie Berlin
Claudia Bernard and Howard Herman
Arthur Bernstein
Ruth Bernstein and Matthew Patchell
Sara Beroff and Evan Richards
Larry Best
Gregg Biggs
Adam Bink
Elliot Block
Lauren Block
Jaime Bloom
Donna Blow and Nancy Muller
Susan Bluer and Bonnie Goodstein
Rafael Bortnick
Robin Bowen
Christina Bradford
Karen Brandman
Matthew Braunstein
Emilie Bromet-Bauer
Jesse Brown and Alissa Van Nort
Helen Bruno and Kevin Stein
Diana Buchbinder and Jeane Redsecker
L Jean Camp
Patricia Caplan and Jonathan Simonoff
James Carlson
Tiela Chalmers
Dr Philip Charney
Ila Cherney and Kathy England
Bernard Choden and Lois Scott
Roger Coble
Ellie Cohen and Michal Goralsky
Jennifer Cohen
Michael Cohen and Derek Park
Raina Cohen
Sharon and Robert Cohen
Irene Cohn
Robin Cohn
Michael Coren
Amanda Cornfeld
Carlos Coronado
Brittany Covert
Virginia Crowley
Barb Cymrot
Ann Daniels and Jonathan Zingman
Dr Lisa Danzig
Sophia De Anda
Michael Dennis
Isaac Diamond
Alisa Dichter
Lydia Dombrowski
Mark Donsky
Tracey Dunitz
Ron Edelman
Linda Edelstein and Marion Gillen
Jim Edlin and Eve Meyer
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Jeanna Eichenbaum
Sara Eisenberg
Juliana Emmanuelli
Izy Engel
Katherine Espinoza
Nicole Fancher
Deborah Farkas and Mary Faria
Jason Feinberg
Joseph Feiner
Emily Fenster
Ward Finer and Nancy Glenn
Johana Finetti
Lisa Finkelstein and Sarah Grams
Donald Fischer
Fred Fishman
Judy Fox
Martin and Meagan Fox
Robin Fragner
Abraham Frank
George Frankel
Jim Frazin
Estelle Freedman
Jason Fried
Rebecca Friedlander
Nick and Stacey Friedman
Mari Fromstein
Kendra Froshman
Jonathan Funk and John Arnold
Emily Furnival
Andrew Fyne
Judith E Ganz
Jerome Geffner
Lynn Gerber
Elizabeth Gewirtz
Joshua Gilstein
Geoffrey Glass
Haley Glazer
Lilah Gliksohn
Michael Gliksohn
Alexandra Goksenin
Allan Gold and Alan Ferrara
Cary Gold
William Goldfarb
Joan Goldman
Shana Goldman
Vicki and Gary Goldstone
Rebecca Goodstein
Alan Gordon and Steven Schumacher
Annie Gosse and Matthew Fuchs
Shelley Gottlieb
Timothy Grant
Sheila Green
Alexandra Greenspan
Marius Greenspan
Bari June Gregory
Sarita Groisser
Carl Grunfeld 
  and Gay Crosthwait Grunfeld
Andrea Guerra
Thomas Gurinskas
Sara Haber and Beth Sousa
Jan Half and Sharyn Saslafsky
Jill Hamilton

Shaina Hammerman
Leah Hammond
Jenna Hanauer
Tony Harris
William Hayworth
Michele Herzberg-Moran
Lily Anne Hillis
Elizabeth Himeles
Jordan Hopp
Kaye Hoxter and Jodi Bando
Cindy Icke
Alex Ingersoll and Martin Tannenbaum
Bianca Ioschpe
Susan Jacobson Hopkins
Nomi Jatovsky and Trudi White
Ann Jauregui
Lindy Joffe
Jeffrey Johnson
Joel Kaplan
Stacy Kaplan
Bonnie Kates
Nancy Kates
Judith Katz
Leslie Katz
Lisa Katz
Robert Katz
Rose Katz
Joanna Kauffmann
Amy Kaufman and Victoria Estevez
Beth Kaufman
Janelle Kellman
Barbara Kelly
Dr. Jane Kenner
Seth Kenvin
Simone Diana Garance Key
Sarah Kistler
Susan E Klein
Sarah Klevan
Hannah Klion
Edward and Ikuko Korthof
Sherie Koshover
David Kover and Dagny Dingman
Yelena Kozlova
Benjamin Kram and Sharon Kubo
Jacob Kreimer
Erin Kunze
Joel Lachter and Jill Ludwig
Watson Ladd
Tom Lakritz
Gabriel Lampert
Benjamin Lanyado
Cynthia Lasden
Smadar Lavie
Marcia Lazer
Michael Lebwohl
Natalie Lee
Susan Leff and Brad Post
Lewis Lehman and Francois Perrin
Gregory Leifer
Rachel Leiter
Mark Leno
Hannah Lesser
Craig Levibe and Scott Gatz

Adam Levin
Jeffrey Levin
Nancy Levin
Stacy Levin
Andie Levinson
Randy Levinson
Allison and Lillian Levy
Deborah Levy
  in honor of Steve Mazer and Sara Haber, 
  Jeff Piade and all our High Holiday 
  service leaders, Rabbi Copeland, 
  Cantor Bernstein, Susie Idzik 
  and Kerasa Tsokas 
Shana Levy
Ron and Sharon Lewkowitz
Jennifer Leybovich
Ron Lezell
Larissa Lief
Marc Lipschutz
Alison Littman
Stanley Llewellyn
Daniel Loftus and Christopher Nguyen
Juan D Lopez
Laura Lowe
Samuel Lowinger
Micah Lubensky 
   and Charles “Chip” McNeal
Benny Lunine
Brad Lyman
Eileen Lynette and Charlene O’Neil
Cheryl Magid
Kay Magilavy
Julie Mamet
Billie Mandel and Ryan Buchholz Mandel
Andrew Mann
Melanie Marshall
Franco Martinez
Ronnie Mason
Rebekah Mayne
Aviel (Avi) McDermott
Tom Medin and Edward Fristoe
Deldelp Medina
Richard Mehler
Arthur Meirson and Thomas Tolerico
Rachel Mellon
Miriam Menzel and Jim Musselman
Jane Merschen
Rachel Messer
Nancy Meyer
Richard Meyerson
Alan Michels and Laureen Kim
Benjamin Miller
Howard Miller
Richard Miller
Sharon Miller
Susan Mizner
Ema Morales-Diaz
Dina Moskowitz
Brian Moss
Stacey Mufson
Ellen Murland and Barbara Rinkoff
Micaela Negreann
Jill Neiman
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SHA’AR ZAHAV  DONATIONS (continued)

Ava Nusblatt
Irene Ogus
Mindy Oppenheim
Emily and Carolina Ornelas-Dorian
Jonathan Pannor
Drew Parker-Rose and Flavio Epstein
Hana Passen
John Petry
Jeffrey Piade
Carolyn Pines and Judy Schwartz
Clara Pinsky
Stuart Pinsky
Jack Podell
Harrison Pollak
Lauren Pollak
Janis Portal
Ora Prochovnick and Rena Frantz
Rebecca Prozan and Julia Adams
Amy Punkar
Gabriel Rafael
Nina Raff and Annie Winters
Rachel and Richard Ralston
Amy Randall
Debra Reabock
David Reder
Susan Reiner-Lyon
Marianna Rexan
Lauren Rhode
Marci Riseman and Evan Sagerman
Jacob Robinson
Gina Roccanova
Paisha Rochlin
Benjamin Rogin
Kara Romanko
Lori Roniger
Alice Rose
Marissa Rosemblat
Andrew Rosen
Daniella Rosen
Joan Rosen
Josh Rosen
Sarah Rosen
Neil Jacob Rosenbaum 
   and Eva Galanes-Rosenbaum
Nicolas Rosencovich
Shawn Rosenmoss
Stephen Rosenthal
Gabriel Ross
Andrew Roth
Jeffrey Rubin and Frank Bush
Marilena Ruetzel
Aaron Rupchand-Kokotek

Eric Rutberg
Danna Sadetsky
Noah Sanders
Eanna and Mercedes Sarah
Lillian Schaechner and Elaine Weissman
Amy Scharf and Kirsten Gustavson
Roger Schechter
Amy Scheffler and Peter Bershatsky
Karen Schiller
Eli Schlenker
Juliette Schlesinger 
   and Audrey Meinertzhagen
Barry Schmell
Yolande Schneeman
Ruth Schoenbach and Lynn Eden
Andrew Schwartz
Daniel Schwartz
Jennifer Schwartz
Aliza Schweitzer
Darren Sears
Elizabeth Selig
Eva Seligman-Kennard
Lisa Serebin and Daniel Stromberg
Andrew Shah and Jason Hain
Joan Shalit
Jonathan Shalowitz
Mark Shapero
Jessica Shapiro
Joel Shapiro and Michael Warta
Judith Shapiro
Sydney Sheffield
Amy Sherman
Stephen Shotland
Michael Shriver and Susan Wolfson
Carolyn Shulman
Erik Sikovitz
Mia Simmans
Alison Simon
Jenna Simon
Howard Simons
Adam Sinensky
Molly Singer
Steven Sklar
Arthur Slepian and Gerry Llamado
Eliana Smithstein
Brandie and Sondra Solovay
Stephen and Annette Spector
Jessica Spierer
Andrew Stein
Carly Stern
Michael Stone
Marika Straw

Ilana Strubel
Richard Swerdlow and Jacques Garbarz
Sharon Tanenbaum and Matty Person
Jaime Tannenbaum and Debra Moses
Robert Tat
Andrea Temkin
Daniel Thirman
Martin Tilzer
Jason Tinero
Rachael Tobener
Amy Toder and Marguerite Pakodzi
Joan Toledo
Laura Trupin and Beth Ross
AJ and Ina Turpen Fried
Michael Tyler and Amy Schustack
Susan Unger and Pam Erwin
Yardena Vener
Qianya Vinson
Marilyn Wacks
Dina Wallin
Paula Wallin
Allison Wallsh-Levy and Gabriel Levy
Matthew Warsaw
Nancy Wecker and Lisa Wuennenberg
Eli Weinstein
Steven Weintraub
Charlotte-Alyss Weissglass
Steve Weitz and David Hoffman
Randy Weled
Larry Wexler
Rebecca Wieder and Aaron Watson
Casey Williams and Susan Strom
Andrew Williamson and Michele Sullivan
Damian Wisniewski
Judith Wolfe and Jennifer Hughes
Christine Young and David Gluck
Louise Zonis and David Fox
Ami Zusman

Your contributions help us realize our commitment to building and maintaining a vibrant, l iving 
community for Congregation Sha’ar Zahav. A donation can be a meaningful way to honor friends or 
family, engagements, anniversaries, graduations, for special thanks, or to memorialize a loved one. 
Collectively, with your financial support, we continue to prosper, grow, and celebrate our future.
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SHA’AR ZAHAV  MAZEL TOV

AUGUST
Marius Greenspan, 
   on his new book, Tales of a Gay Postal   
   Inspector: You Can’t Make This Stuff Up! 
Eli Ramer, 
   on his new book, Texting with Angels, Modern   
   Jewish Tales of Magic and Mystery
Judy Katz, 
   on her b’mitzvah

Rachel Nancollas and Elliott Sprehn, 
   on the birth of their son, 
   Ciel Lyle Nancollas, brother of Elodie

SEPTEMBER
Jim Frazin, 
   on his bar mitzvah

OCTOBER
Soli Steinfield, 
   on his bar mitzvah

SHA’AR ZAHAV  CONDOLENCES

In Memoriam
The congregation notes with sorrow the deaths of:  

AUGUST
Joseph Levine, 
   stepfather of Ruth Schoenbach 
   and Lynn Eden’s stepfather-in-law
Harriet Fersh, 
   aunt of Shelli Rawlings-Fein 
   and sister-in-law of Donna Fein

SEPTEMBER
Raymond Hirschkop, 
   father of Hershey Hirschkop 
   and grandfather of Eliana Frank
Juan Manuel Piña López, 
   brother-in-law of Yuridia Yisraeli
Judith Hedgpeth, 
   friend of Sharyn Saslafsky

OCTOBER
Jerome Leff, 
   father of Susan Leff
Lynne Denise Reynolds, 
   sister of Eli Andrew Ramer
Janice Marie Faria, 
   mother of Mary Faria 
   and mother-in-law of Deb Farkas
Larry Polsky, 
   brother of Steve Polsky, 
   brother-in-law of Mark Oliver, 
   and uncle of Gabe Oliver-Polsky

SHA’AR ZAHAV   SPONSORSHIPS

AUGUST
Oneg Sponsors:
Joe Harkman
  in honor of Ramona’s baby naming
Judy Katz
   in celebration of her b’mitzvah

Flower Sponsors:
Stuart Dick
  in memory of his father
James Carlson
   in memory of his mother, Jan Tuzzolino
Judy Katz
   in celebration of her b’mitzvah

Zoom Sponsor:
Nancy Wecker
   in honor of of her mother ’s yahrzeit

SEPTEMBER
Oneg and Flower Sponsor:
Jim Frazin
   in honor of his bar mitzvah

Zoom Sponsor:
Sylvia Weisenberg
 
OCTOBER
Oneg Sponsors:
James Carlson
   in memory of his grandfathers, 
   Arthur Carlson and Filippo Tuzzolino
Ira Hirschfield and Tom Hansen
   in memory of Lois Hirschfield

NOVEMBER
Oneg Sponsors:
Zach and Zeb Hauptman
   for their Aufruf



10   Jewish Gaily Forward / December 2022 - February 2023

DECEMBER

Ben Blachman
Allan Craig
David Glassberg
Norman David Kramer
Elijah Michael Silverrod MacLachlan
Phyllis Mintzer
Marilyn O’Keeffe
Walter Palmer
Nicholas Papadopoulos
Gerald (Jerry) Rosenstein

JANUARY

George Ash
Bill Ashley-Dobbin
Jerome Davis
Keith Fenton
Ziggy Gimnicher
Allen Harris
Jose Hernandez
Aaron Nacamulli
Cheryl Orvis
Nathan Weinstein

FEBRUARY

John Atteridg
Seth Charney
Paul Cohen
Rabbi Jason Gaber
Steven Richter
Jamie Rosen
Ada Rosenbaum
Barbara Rosenblum
Leland Vogel
Stephen Walters
Ronald Wilmot

SHA’AR ZAHAV  YAHRZEITS



• Holistic personal financial
planning aligned with your
progressive values

• Fee-only* CERTIFIED FINANCIAL
PLANNER® practitioner
specializing in Socially
Responsible Investments

• Small business retirement
plans and consulting

• Free initial consultation

Jim Frazin, is an Investment Advisory
Representative of Communitas Financial
Planning Inc, an independent invest-
ment advisory firm registered in
California.       *No product sales. 8/9/12

Nourish your values
with your investments

Jim Frazin, CFP®, AIF®

415.337.4566 x 101
jim@CommunitasFinancial.com

Please note: Advertising 
deadline for our next 
issue is January 15th!

Hills of Eternity
Memorial Park

v 

Home of Peace
Cemetery

v

Salem Memorial Park
Serving Northern Cali fornia’s 
Jewish Commnity   Since 1850

• Dedicated section for congregants
• In-Ground Burial Plots
• Indoor and Garden Mausoleum Crypts
• Niche and In-Ground Urn Gardens
• Convenient Payment Plans

For an appointment , 
please call 650.755.4700

Susan Solomon, Executive Director 
Benjamin J. Ruhs, Director of Sales

1299 El Camino Real
Colma, CA 94014-3238

www.jewishcemeteries-sf.org

                    

San Francisco (FD 262)

(415) 921-3636

East Bay (FD 1523)

(925) 962-3636 

Peninsula (FD 1830)

(650) 369-3636 
Advance planning counseling
At need arrangements
Bereavement support services
Burial at all Jewish Cemeteries

Locally & Worldwide

    www.sinaichapel.org

   

Shaar zahav modified ad 5.15.2007 

                    

San Francisco (FD 262)

(415) 921-3636

East Bay (FD 1523)

(925) 962-3636 

Peninsula (FD 1830)

(650) 369-3636 
Advance planning counseling
At need arrangements
Bereavement support services
Burial at all Jewish Cemeteries

Locally & Worldwide

    www.sinaichapel.org

   

Shaar zahav modified ad 5.15.2007 
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Transform the World. And Yourself.
Federation Philanthropy Partners works with you and your family to put 
your passion and purpose to work for positive change.

Let’s Talk. Contact us to start the conversation.

121 Steuart Street, San Francisco, CA 94105  •  415.777.0411 •  jewishfed.org

Researching causes and nonprofits that interest you
Reviewing your investment strategies and options,
including impact investing
Providing grantmaking and administration to simplify
your giving

Developing a family philanthropy plan
Inviting you to events and briefings that resonate 
with your passions
Connecting you to donors with similar interests

Debbie Tuttle Berkowitz
415.512.6291 | DebbieB@sfjcf.org    

Ruth Bender
415.512.6205 | RuthB@sfjcf.org
    

SHA’AR ZAHAV  COMMUNITY



290 Dolores Street
San Francisco CA 94103
Voice 415 861 6932
Web  www.shaarzahav.org
Rabbi  Mychal Copeland 
Cantor  Sharon Bernstein

Congregation

Non-Prof i t  Org.
U.S .  Postage 

PAID
San Francisco,  CA

Permit  #  12628

HANUKKAH
Come light the menorah!

 
Hanukkah begins the evening 
of December 18 and we’ll have 
all kinds of exciting events! 
Stay tuned and watch your 
weekly email for details.


