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WHO ARE YOUR QUEER ELDERS?
By RABBI MYCHAL COPELAND

THIS ISSUE: President’s Column /  Executive Director/  Adult  B’mitzvahs /  Education & More 

Blessed are the elders who parted the seas of ignorance and 
prejudice…
Blessed are the elders with namesakes or without 
Whose energy and courage created a legacy of hope
Making space for the children of today and sweet justice for 
children yet unborn.

This Pride month, I’m feeling gratitude for my elders, those 
who are living and those long gone. Those who came before 
me and made my life possible. The words above come from 
our community-penned Siddur Sha’ar Zahav (p.21). They ask 
me to remember what my queer ancestors did so that they, so 
that I, could live a safe, fulfilled, complete life. I count among 
my elders those who threw coffee at cops at Compton’s, rioted 
at Stonewall, and pushed our government to acknowledge the 
AIDS crisis. In the Jewish community: Magnus Hirschfeld, the 

gay, Jewish medical researcher whose books on gender and sexuality were burned by the Nazis; 
the visionaries who founded Jewish LGBTQI safe havens like Sha’ar Zahav; my colleagues who 
broke through as the first gay and lesbian rabbis, and those (not actually my elders!) who became 
the first transgender and nonbinary rabbis.

But the words above also inspire me to live my values so that future generations might look to 
me, to us, as people who “created a legacy of hope.” It might sound chutzpadik – nervy – but 
when you and I are both gone, I hope we’ll be remembered as people who brought about “sweet 
justice for children yet unborn.”

When the next generation looks back, who will they remember as the ones who helped make their 
lives possible? Will it be you? Will it be me? Will it be the Sha’ar Zahav community and what we 
stand for: a safe haven to be exactly who we are? At a time when LGBTQI identities are under 
attack, what can you do this Pride month to make someone else’s life possible and ensure that 
you, too, will be remembered as a blessed elder long after you’re gone?
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SHA’AR ZAHAV   PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

SHA’AR ZAHAV   TRANS & NONBINARY 
                    COMMITTEE

Our Climate Action Committee (CAC) and 
I want to challenge our congregation to 
significantly reduce our waste stream by 
Rosh HaShanah in September. We can all do 
our part – at Onegs and at all Sha’ar Zahav 
events (and at home). Please consider joining 
CAC meetings the second Monday of each 
month, 5-6:30pm, on Zoom, to discuss how to 
accelerate our community efforts and to support 
climate-positive legislation. Or volunteer just a 
few hours to help our work – info in the weekly 
email, or contact the office to get on our email 
list. Join us in sustaining our garden!

The Torah brings humankind onto 
Earth’s bountiful garden. It is up 
to us to sustain our garden. 

Take a look at my photo – that’s 
me with one of our regular 
post-Oneg trash bags. Yes, 
it’s compostable, but much of 
it – especially the utensils – is 

difficult to compost. And producing recyclable 
utensils still creates greenhouse gas emissions 
that cause climate change: more than 75% of 
the greenhouse gas emissions related to our 
purchases is from their production. Knowing 
that, our SZ Oneg mavens  (virtuosos) Kathleen 
and Ernest Friedlander have generously donated 
70 settings of reusable utensils, meaning we can 
buy less stuff and create less pollution!

Global food systems cause about 40% of 
global greenhouse gas emissions. Limiting and 
composting our food waste helps. A thin layer of 
compost on agricultural lands lets the soil pull 
more carbon out of the atmosphere and retain 
more water. So yes, you’re healing the planet 
by putting that banana peel where it goes. Our 
SZ efforts put us in step with San Francisco’s 
Climate Action goals to reduce the carbon 
footprint of our food and reduce the amount of 
goods and materials we purchase. 

SZ’s Trans and Nonbinary Committee is an 
affinity group where people on the trans and 
nonbinary spectrum can congregate and discuss 
the day’s issues, plan events, and serve as a 
sounding board for clergy and committees.

We meet every fourth Tuesday evening and plan 
trans-focused events and services for our Sha’ar 
Zahav community. You might have come to our 
recent Trans Day of Visibility (TDOV) panel 
around trans legislation; guest speakers around Photo credit (of Deborah Levy): Jonathan Williamson
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Articles reflect the opinion of their authors and 
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The Jewish Gaily Forward is published four 
times a year by Sha’ar Zahav: September, 
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ADVERTISERS: contact Susie Idzik
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AN INVITATION TO JUMP IN
By SUSIE  IDZIK

SHA’AR ZAHAV   EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

SHA’AR ZAHAV   TRANS & NONBINARY COMMITTEE

a village to do amazing things – and this is a 
beautiful village. Maybe you’re feeling like 
it’d be a good time to build your connections 
to Sha’ar Zahav – we welcome you to come 
volunteer! We’re currently looking for folks to 
prepare our wonderful Onegs, to greet people 
as they come to Shabbat, to help with our Zoom 
support during meetings, classes and Shabbat 
services. Interested in hearing more? Please 
email volunteer@shaarzahav.org

We are often asked to give 
and give – sometimes to give 
financial gifts and sometimes 
gifts of time and effort. Sha’ar 
Zahav is held together by 
amazing lay leadership taking 
the lead on everything from 
serving on the Va’ad to serving 

up tasty treats. And, those who give the gift 
of time and effort often speak of how it lifts 
them up and feeds them. As we know, it takes 

“Siddur Davar Ḥadash,” the prayerbook that 
uses nonbinary Hebrew and neopronouns 
for God; our Shabbat Picnic right before 
Trans March; or our Transgender Day of 
Remembrance (TDOR) and Trans Remembrance 
Shabbat occurrences.
 
Our committee comprises multiple gender 
expressions and ways of moving throughout 
the world. We have almost 30 members, several 
service leaders, drash  deliverers (darshe), 
and members who widen our congregational 
diversity through numerous paths. I have 
chaired the committee since its inception 
in mid-2020 and have seen it grow beyond 
measure and lose precious members like Ray 

Bernstein (z”l). If you are new to Sha’ar Zahav, 
you might not recognize Ray’s name, but he 
was one of the early members of our group 
and a drash  mentor to my daughter, who is 
attending college this fall. Ray helped breathe 
life into the religious lives of trans-Jews both 
directly and through his influence on other 
trans and Jewish leaders. 

If you are trans, enby, or gender-
nonconforming, I hope you will join our group 
and help create space for us within Sha’ar 
Zahav and the larger Jewish community. 
Contact me at mrawlings-fein@ses.gtu.edu to 
join the listserv. And however you identify, 
please come to our events and learn about the 
critical issues that affect us all.
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SHA’AR ZAHAV   ADULT B’MITZVAHS

Joseph Feiner

M Eifler

Phil Charney

ADULT B’MITZVAHS

Yuridia Ruhama Yisraeli
Being able to celebrate my Bat Mitzvah was amazing. I am a trans woman 
from an Orthodox and Sephardic background, and always wanted to get my 
Bat Mitzvah. As a teenager in the 90’s, I underwent conversion therapy and 
was prohibited from anything perceived as feminine. It was terrible. I refused 
to do a Bar Mitzvah, because I was pretending a masculine identity but I 
could not lie to G-d. At age 33 I began to live as a woman. Here in Sha’ar 
Zahav I fulfilled my dreams. I am very happy to have opened my heart up 
to HaShem and to have had my Bat Mitzvah in this community. I chose my 
Hebrew name, Ruhama, because I hope HaShem has mercy on me.

My Bar Mitzvah, 70 years ago, was daunting. I was intimidated by having to 
perform in front of a large congregation, and very happy when it was over 
and I could enjoy the party that followed at home. The reprise, at age 83, 
was another story. It was a rare and joyful experience to co-lead a service 
and deliver a d’var torah that enabled me to express my love for my family 
in front of some who honored me with their presence, others who watched on 
Zoom, and the rest of my beloved congregation. I was left with a glow that 
sustained me for some time afterwards.

The twin desires to honor my late Grandmother and formally connect to my 
chosen synagogue community drove my decision to have a B’mitzvah as an 
adult. It gave me the opportunity to choose a Hebrew name – Echad Leah – 
to drash a topic that was deeply meaningful to me, and to challenge myself 
to fully learn prayers I had only grasped pieces of before. The best part was 
doing it as a group in a “tri-mitzvah,” in which each of the 3 participants 
took responsibility for the aspects of the ritual that were most meaningful to 
them.

I had my group B’Mitzvah with Echad Leah (M Eifler) and Yuridia Ruhama 
on Saturday, January 24, 2023. The process of learning Hebrew and the 
prayers for the service was very meaningful. Since we worked as a team, 
the responsibilities were divided among us. I saw the Torah scrolls for the 
first time, wore my first tallis, and joined in prayers with my B’Mitzvah 
celebrants. I was joined by my family and friends. The process was very 
satisfying and I highly recommend it for wherever you are in your Jewish 
learning on your Jewish spiritual path.

SZ has a vibrant adult b’mitzvah program. This is the first of a series of articles featuring people 
who have celebrated their adult b’mitzvahs in recent years. Note: SZ honors each person’s choice to 
use “bar mitzvah,” “bat mitzvah,” or the nongendered term “b’mitzvah.”
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Judy Elhauge-Roniger

Terry Fletcher

MEE T THE B’MITZVAH

SHA’AR ZAHAV   EDUCATION

Judy Elhauge-Roniger (she/her), child of Lori Rochelle Roniger and Eduardo Elhauge 
and younger sibling of Pita, was called to the Torah as a b’mitzvah on May 20 after 
many years of learning with Beit Sefer Phyllis Mintzer at Sha’ar Zahav. Judy lives 
in the Visitacion Valley and Dogpatch neighborhoods of San Francisco and attends 
Hoover Middle School, where she enjoys singing in the choir, attending math class, 
and being part of the Math Counts club. Inquisitive and enthusiastic about learning, 
Judy also avidly plays piano and composes music, takes part in musical theater, and 

attends circus and performing arts camp.

Judy would like to thank the many people who have supported her, including uncle Patrick Hoctel; 
step-father Nathan Hays; mentor Laura Lowe; Hebrew tutor Gabriel Lampert; drash mentor Ina 
Turpen Fried; Cantor Sharon, with whom Judy learned trope; and Beit Sefer teachers, including Ila 
Cherney and Sue Bojdak.

Terry Fletcher will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on July 8, 2023 at an 
outdoor ceremony in Berkeley. Raised by atheist Jewish parents, Terry began to 
connect with her Jewish heritage and Sha’ar Zahav in her 30s. (She is now 63.) She 
originally planned her Bat Mitzvah for summer 2020, but postponed it because of 
the Covid lockdown. A retired public elementary school teacher, Terry lives with her 
husband Glen Hauer in Berkeley. She likes bicycling, jogging, salsa dancing, nature 
photography, and learning new languages.

Terry wishes to thank her three Bat Mitzvah mentors Eli Ramer, Howard Steiermann, and Ron 
Edelman, as well as the Rabbi and the Cantor, for their support. For more information about the 
ceremony, please contact Terry at gillianf19@gmail.com.

FUNNY YOU SHOULD ASK .. .
By L IZ  JAROSLOW

It follows that Jewish education be grounded 
in learner-led inquiry. This is a seemingly 
simple concept, but it is not often found in 
traditional religious school. Yet at Beit Sefer 
Phyllis Mintzer, they are the words we live 
by. What does the learner notice, what do they 
wonder about? At BSPM, this is the basis of our 
curriculum. We don’t tell the students what they 
will be learning, they tell us what they would 
like to learn. 

Is your interest piqued? Do you have a child who 
is 5-12 years old and curious about the world 
and Judaism? Please inquire today: email Liz 
Jaroslow at Education@shaarzahav.org. Learn 
more about our innovative Saturday learning 
community here https://tinyurl.com/ya8bzps8 

To be a Jewish child is to learn 
how to ask questions. The 
youngest among us are taught 
to ask the four questions at 
Passover, and it is the “child who 
has not learned to ask” who is at 
the lowest stage of development. 
Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel 

tells us “We are closer to God when we are 
asking questions than when we think we have 
the answers.” In fact, according to Maimonides, 
while the patriarch Abraham was still an infant, 
his “mind began to reflect. By day and night 
he was thinking and wondering, ‘How is it 
possible that this sphere should continuously be 
guiding the world and have no one to guide it?’” 
(Mishneh Torah). Thus, a child’s question was 
the impetus for the dawning of monotheism.

SHA’AR ZAHAV   MEET THE B’MITZVAH
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SHA’AR ZAHAV   DONATIONS

General Fund
Elaine Bachrach
   in honor of the b’mitzvah of Joseph Feiner
Wayne Bender and Junichi Nakajima
   in memory of Judy Woo
James Carlson
   in memory of his father, Ray Carlson
Steve Elman
   in celebration of Tiela Chalmers’ b’mitzvah
   in celebration of Phil Charney’s bar mitzvah
Mark Mackler and Wendell Choo
   to commemorate the yahrzeit of Mark’s    
   mother, Phyllis
Jonathan Funk
   in honor of the Zoom service tech gabbais  
   and hostx greeters
Jonathan Funk and John Arnold
   in memory of Marcy Garber Fish
   in memory of Ira Levin
   in memory of Joan Eglow
Avraham Valentino Giannini
   in appreciation of the Cantor ’s message in  
   the JGF
Jan Half and Sharyn Saslafsky
   in memory of Nancy Levin’s father
Judith Katz
   in honor of Brad Lyman
Sarah Klevan
   in celebration of Beatrice Klevan
Ron Lezell
   in memory of Sophie Stulberg Lezell
Richard Meyerson
   in memory of Nancy Levin’s father
Jonathan Pannor 
Lee and Stuart Pollak
   in honor of Deborah Levy and the fine  
   holiday services
Gabriella Powell
Stephen Pride Raffel
   in celebration of the Zoom Pesach Seder
Allison Smoot
Martin Tannenbaum
Andrew Williamson and Michele Sullivan

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Judy and Michael Harrington 
   in celebration of the birth and naming of  
   Leonie May Butler-Harrington
Steven Elman
   in appreciation of Cantor Bernstein
Jonathan Funk
   in memory of Joseph Wiseman

In-Kind Donations
Ernest and Kathleen Friedlander
   in honor of Deborah Levy

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Rebecca Smith
Richard Meyerson 
   to commemorate the yahrzeit of his father,  
   Stanley Meyerson

Rabbi Julius and Pearl Funk 
Music Fund  
Jonathan Funk and John Arnold 
   in memory of Jonathan’s cousin Don Davis
   in honor of Mike Rosenberg’s conversion
Jonathan Funk, John Arnold, and Evan 
Arnold-Gordon
   in memory of Rabbi Julius Funk

Social Action Fund
Jonathan Funk 
   in appreciation of Sue Bojdak
   in memory of Alan Harap
Jo Ellen and Zoe Kaiser
   in honor of Geri Kahn
Helen Bruno and Kevin Stein
   in memory of Susan Stein

Rainbow Fund
Pierre and Yvette Adida
Jessie Ap’neva and Nina Wouk
Christopher Archuleta
   in memory of William S Goldstein
Annie Atura Bushnell and Tyler Bushnell
   in celebration of Sue Bojdak
Warren Baim
Marianne Balin and Prudence Carter
Ann Bauman and Kelly Thiemann
Wayne Bender 
   in celebration of his marriage to Junichi   
   Nakajima
Andrew Berger
Claudia Bernard and Howard Herman
Ruth Bernstein and Matthew Patchell
Larry Best
   in honor of Claudia Bernard, M Eifler,    
   Deborah Levy, Ruth Schoenbach, Amy  
   Schustack, Nancy Wecker, and the Racial  
   Equity team 
Michael Bettinger and Robert Goldstein
Donna Blow and Nancy Muller
   in memory of Jack and Becky Valancy
Helen Bruno and Kevin Stein 
   in memory of Irv Stein, Mike Brodnitz, Alan  
   Fisher
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SHA’AR ZAHAV   DONATIONS (cont.)

Howard Hahn
   in honor of Alan Gordon
Jan Half
   in honor of her wife, Sharyn Saslafsky,  
   whom she met at Sha’ar Zahav!
Leah Hammond
Stephanie Hannaford and Christine Witzel
Joseph Harkman
Tony Harris
   in honor of Mike Shriver and all Rainbow  
   Fund Volunteers
Stephen Hauptman 
   in memory of Trudi Chamoff Hauptman
Alana Herron and Robert Geller
Hershey Hirschkop
   in honor of Beth Ross and Laurie Trupin
Ira Hirschfield and Tom Hansen
Kaye Hoxter and Jodi Bando
Michael Hulton
Alex Ingersoll and Martin Tannenbaum
Clara Jaeckel
Geri Kahn
Yoel Kahn and Dan Bellm
Jo Ellen and Zoe Kaiser
Michael Kalb and Brian Heng
Nancy Kates
Erika Katske and Reuben Zellman
Judith Katz
Robert Katz
Rose Katz
Jane Kenner
   in memory of Donald Thompson
Mike Klayman
   in memory of Batya Kalis
Edward and Ikuko Korthof
Sherie Koshover
Benjamin Kram and Sharon Kubo
   in memory of Benjamin’s uncle Marvin 
Stanley Schlesinger
Scott Kramer
Clarissa Kripke and Gail Ludwig
Joel Lachter and Jill Ludwig
Deena Lahn and Mary Schroeder
Tom Lakritz
Mark Leno
Jeffrey Levin
Nancy Levin
   in memory of her father, Ira A. Levin
Deborah Levy
Ron Lezell
Marc Lipschutz
Daniel Loftus and Christopher Nguyen
David and David Lowe
Laura Lowe
Susan Lubeck

Diana Buchbinder and Jeane Redsecker
Patricia Caplan and Jonathan Simonoff
   in honor of Adam Pollak and Karen  
   Schiller
James Carlson
Tiela Chalmers
Dr Philip Charney
Michael Chertok
Bernard Choden and Lois Scott
   in memory of Jewlia Eisenberg
Judith Cohen
Deborah Cohler
Roberta Cohn
David Couch and Nancy Halloran
Barb Cymrot
   in honor of Bettie and Martin Cymrot
Ann Daniels and Jonathan Zingman
Stuart Dick and Joseph Sieger
Ron Edelman
   in memory of Florence Nacamulli and Paul  
   Cohen
Linda Edelstein and Marion Gillen
Jim Edlin and Eve Meyer
Steven Elman
   in memory of his sister, Judith Brooke  
   Elman
Deb Farkas and Mary Faria
Joseph Feiner
Donald Fischer
Martin and Meagan Fox
Jim Frazin
Ernest and Kathleen Friedlander
   in honor of Steve Elman
Brad and Irene Friedman
Kendra Froshman
Jonathan Funk and John Arnold
Andrew Fyne
   in memory of Ray Bernstein
David Gellman and Salo Rawet
Allan Gold and Alan Ferrara
Avi Goldberg and Will Garcia
   in honor of Robert Todd Fulton
Joan Goldman
Alan Gordon and Steven Schumacher
Bob Gordon and Juan Patino
Tova Green
   in honor of Rose Katz and in memory of  
   Batya Kalis
Marius Greenspan
    in memory of his mother, Evelyn Greenspan
Sarita Groisser
Robert Gutterman
   in memory of Paul Cohen
Sara Haber and Beth Sousa
   in honor of the Rainbow team
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Micah Lubensky 
   in honor of Deborah Levy’s leadership as  
   President
Benny Lunine
Eileen Lynette and Charlene O’Neil
Mark Mackler and Wendell Choo
Cheryl Magid
Kay Magilavy
Merle Malakoff and Gina Surber
Julie Mamet
Steven Mazer
Tom Medin and Edward Fristoe
Jaime Meltzer and Rebecca Foster
Nancy Meyer
Richard Meyerson
Alan Michels and Laureen Kim
Eric and Eleyne Milstein
Diana Naparst
   in honor of Cantor Bernstein and Rabbi  
   Copeland
Irene Ogus
Mindy Oppenheim
   in honor of Lisa Niebauer
Emily and Carolina Ornelas-Dorian
Drew Parker-Rose and Flavio Epstein
Barry and Tirtza Pearl
Jeffrey Piade 
Lynne Piade
Carolyn Pines and Judy Schwartz
Adam Pollack
Steve Polsky and Mark Oliver
Jill and Britta Pomrantz
   in memory of Tracy Pomrantz
Janis Portal
Mark Pressler and Robert Tannenbaum
Ora Prochovnick and Rena Frantz
Nina Raff and Annie Winters
Rachel Nilson Ralston and Richard Ralston
Martin and Shelli Rawlings-Fein
Jane and Michael Rice
Jacob Robinson
Gina Roccanova
Paisha Rochlin-Lehrman and Marvin 
Lehrman
Alexander and Michael Rosenberg
Shawn Rosenmoss
   in celebration of Sophie and Naomi  
   Rosenmoss
Sharyn Saslafsky
Karen Schiller
Eli Schlenker
Ruth Schoenbach and Lynn Eden
Andrew Schwartz
Susan Schwartz
Karren Shorofsky and Carolyn Reiser

Michael Shriver and Susan Wolfson
   in honor of Rachel Nilson Ralston and Barb  
   Cymrot
Arlene Singer and Barbara Leff
Arthur Slepian and Gerry Llamado
Daryl G Smith
   in honor of Rabbi Copeland
Debra Solomon and Gil Carmel
Brandie and Sondra Solovay
Charles Spiegel
Elliott Sprehn and Rachel Nancollas
   in honor of Gene Sprehn and in memory of  
   Susan Baker
Howard Steiermann
Elizabeth Steinfield and Janell Fischer
Marika Straw
Sara Rose Tannenbaum
Robert Tat
   in memory of Paul Cohen
Martin Tilzer
Laura Trupin and Beth Ross
   in honor of Barb Cymrot and Rachel Nilson  
   Ralston
Susan Tubbesing and Sarah Nathe
AJ and Ina Turpen Fried
The household of Michael Tyler, Amy 
Schustack, and Scott Kramer
Samuel Walters and Roberto Acordi
Nancy Wecker and Lisa Wuennenberg
   in honor of Neil J Young and the  
   Accompaniment Team
Eli Weinstein
Randall Weiss
Charlotte-Alyss Weissglass
Larry Wexler
Andrew Williamson and Michele Sullivan
Richard Wilson
Gary Winter
Judith Wolfe and Jennifer Hughes
Christine Young and David Gluck
Hilary Zaid and Lauren Augusta
Jonathan Zimman
Lydia and David Zinn
Ami Zusman
   in honor of our amazing, supportive SZ  
   community 

And numerous anonymous donors

SHA’AR ZAHAV   DONATIONS (cont.)
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SHA’AR ZAHAV   SPONSORSHIPS

SHA’AR ZAHAV   CONDOLENCES

SHA’AR ZAHAV   PLEASE WELCOME 
   OUR NEW MEMBERS!

In Memoriam
The congregation notes with sorrow the 
deaths of:  

MARCH
Maria Ines Antolin Robatto Elhauge
   grandmother of Judy and Pita Elhauge- 
   Roniger
Lolly Mondry
   cousin of Eli Andrew Ramer
Martin Harrow
   uncle of Scott Kramer
Gerald Zaid
   father of Hilary Zaid
Ronnie Koenigsberg
   aunt of Jonathan Zingman
Leonard Frank
   father-in-law of Tiela Chalmers,   
   grandfather of Eliana Frank

APRIL
Judy Heumann
   friend of Sha’ar Zahav
Ira Levin
   father of Nancy Levin
Guenther Krumminga
   friend of Mike Shriver and Susan   
   Wolfson

FEBRUARY
Oneg Sponsors:
Nancy Wecker and Lisa Wuennenberg
   in memory of Helen G. Wecker, mother  
   of Nancy Wecker and mother-in-law-of Lisa  
   Wuennenberg
Steve Polsky and Mark Oliver
   in memory of Steve’s mother, Elaine Polsky,  
   and grandmother Rachel Polsky 
Elias Weinstein
   in memory of his mother, Bess Weinstein

Flower Sponsors:
Geri Kahn
   in honor of all immigrants everywhere
Howard Hahn
   in memory of his mother, SZ member Helga  
   Hahn

MARCH
Oneg Sponsors:
Donald Fischer
   in memory of his father, Leo Fischer
Karen Schiller
   in memory of her mother, Bobbi Schiller
James Carlson
   in memory of his husband, Richard Roginski

Flower Sponsors:
Kerasa Tsokas
   in memory of her father, Dimitrios Tsokas
Jeff and Lynne Piade
   in memory of their father, Joseph Piade

APRIL
Oneg Sponsors:
Racial Equity Committee and the Social 
Justice Committee

Zoom Sponsor:
Prudence Carter
   in memory of her sister, Marianna Howard

Flower Sponsor:
Howard Hahn
   in memory of his father, SZ member Fred  
   Hahn

APRIL
Michael Gitt (he/him) and Steve Anderson 
(he/him)
Shaina Kaye (any/all) and Benny Amón  (he/
they)

MAY
Fegyl Bonstein (they/them)
Benjamin Gilliam (he/him)
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SHA’AR ZAHAV  YAHRZEITS

JUNE
Mark B. Feldman
Robert Nehemiah Mackey
Duff Kreitzberg
Brian Ellis
Judy Macks
Mirtha Beal
Barry Siegel
Richard Rath
Joe Zygielbaum
David Shaber
Ron Miguel

JULY
Edwin Gabay
Matthew Rostoker
David Roy Custead
Alexander Louis Konski
Suzie Langdon
Seth Miller
Sam Thal
Michael Zimmerman
Phillip Resnick

AUGUST
David H. Kotch
Hal Podgur
Jordan Berger
Ernie Weinstein
Jay Platt
Mark Landsberger
Shoshana Levenberg
Peter Rosenfeld
Elliot Schneck
Jay Feinstein

SHA’AR ZAHAV   MAZEL TOV

MARCH
Ellen Harrington and Katy Butler
   on the birth of Leonie May 
   Butler-Harrington
Mike Rosenberg 
   on his conversion
Salem Condello 
   on their conversion
Brandie, Sondra and Lilia Solovay 
   on the birth of Alice Rose Flynn Solovay

APRIL
Susan Leff
   for being honored as the California Public   
   Defenders 2023 Defender of the Year 
Brittany Covert 
   on their conversion

MAY
Liz Jaroslow
   for becoming Educator at SZ’s Beit Sefer  
   Phyllis Mintzer

Advertise in the JGF!
Let the Sha’ar Zahav community – and all our 
friends – know about your business or services!
Contact: office@shaarzahav.org

2272 Market St.        CanelaSF.com        @CanelaSF        Contact@CanelasSF.com

BETTER THAN YOUR BUBBE’S PAELLA!
available for dine-in, pick-up and delivery



Please note: Advertising 
deadline for our next 

issue is July 20th!

Hills of Eternity
Memorial Park

Home of Peace
Cemetery

Salem Memorial Park

Serving Northern Cali fornia’s 
Jewish Commnity   Since 1850

• Dedicated section for congregants
• In-Ground Burial Plots
• Indoor and Garden Mausoleum Crypts
• Niche and In-Ground Urn Gardens
• Convenient Payment Plans

For an appointment, 
please call 650.755.4700

Susan Solomon, Executive Director 
Benjamin J. Ruhs, Director of Sales

1299 El Camino Real
Colma, CA 94014-3238

www.jewishcemeteries-sf.org
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SHA’AR ZAHAV  COMMUNITY

• Holistic personal financial
planning aligned with your
progressive values

• Fee-only* CERTIFIED FINANCIAL
PLANNER® practitioner
specializing in Socially
Responsible Investments

• Small business retirement
plans and consulting

• Free initial consultation

Jim Frazin, is an Investment Advisory
Representative of Communitas Financial
Planning Inc, an independent invest-
ment advisory firm registered in
California.       *No product sales. 8/9/12

Nourish your values
with your investments

Jim Frazin, CFP®, AIF®

415.337.4566 x 101
jim@CommunitasFinancial.com
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Transform the World. And Yourself.

Federation Philanthropy Partners works with you and your family to put 
your passion and purpose to work for positive change.

Let’s Talk. Contact us to start the conversation.

121 Steuart Street, San Francisco, CA 94105  •  415.777.0411  •  jewishfed.org

!"#$%&#'()&%$*#&$+*(,-#&.$+-$/-"#$%0&)(1)$%(+"*+(-23
Researching causes and nonprofits that interest you

Reviewing your investment strategies and options, 

including impact investing

Providing grantmaking and administration to simplify 
your giving

Developing a family philanthropy plan

Inviting you to events and briefings that resonate 

with your passions

Connecting you to donors with similar interests

Debbie Tuttle Berkowitz 

415.512.6291  |  DebbieB@sfjcf.org    

Ruth Bender

415.512.6205  |  RuthB@sfjcf.org
    



290 Dolores Street
San Francisco CA 94103
Voice 415 861 6932
Web www.shaarzahav.org
Rabbi Mychal Copeland 
Cantor Sharon Bernstein

Congregation

Non-Prof i t  Org.
U.S .  Postage 

PAID
San Francisco,  CA

Permit  #  12628

Special Events
Join our Community Retreat over Labor Day. Link: bit.ly/SZRETREAT
Sha’ar Zahav is going to Israel in October: Israel from Many Angles: bit.ly/SZISRAEL

Pride Events
June 23
   6:00PM: Pride Shabbat Party hjjjjjhhhhdfdfsdfs

   7:30PM: Services at Sha’ar Zahav (in-person and Zoom)
June 24
   5:30PM: Trans March & Shabbat Picnic (Dolores Park, before the March)

P R I D E
MONTH

SHA’AR 
ZAHAV

Check the weekly email for details!


