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“Gl!d is the creator of light and darkness.” - Yotser Or
(Creator of Light) prayer

As Chanukah approaches, it’s been hard to find joy when
my heart is in such anguish over the terrible suffering in
Israel, Gaza, and here at home. It’s tempting to equate
our fear, grief and anger with the fact that we are entering
the darkest time of the year - the season with the shortest
days and the longest nights. But I would like to offer
another perspective about darkness.

It is no accident that our Chanukah season falls around
the winter solstice, the darkest time of the year. Like so
many other traditions, ancient and modern, we celebrate
with light and fire in the midst of winter’s darkness.
Chanukah comes at the darkest part of the year and we,
literally, bring light into the dark time.

This time also feels “dark” as in difficult, scary, sorrowful, and we don’t know when our
metaphorical light will return. But I have been exploring the language of darkness and I feel
a need to resist equating darkness with negativity and fear. It’s a big task, since associations
of darkness and blackness with fear are embedded deep within our psyches. Black, lesbian
Zen master Zenju Manuel writes in her book, Opening to Darkness: “darkness and blackness
have been rendered negative, fearful ... The use of darkness ... stand[s] for almost anything
unwanted or anything mysterious.”

But can we dismantle the association of darkness and negativity? The children’s book God's

(13

Holy Darkness reads, “...Creation began in the dark ... Creation is God’s work done in holy

darkness ... We are reminded of the size of God’s creation through the boundless beautiful

black of outer space ... In the dark soil and the deep sea, we are reminded of God’s love.”

We find holiness in darkness - after all, our holidays begin at sundown. Light and darkness

are inextricably bound together, and are not even the polar opposites they are presumed to be.

Darkness can be fertile ground for transformation. Jacob’s all-night struggle with G!d led to

his - and our - transformation into Yisrael. In darkness we are challenged to go to

places unknown or unfamiliar, but if we aren’t truly present to the darkness and

we don’t grapple with it as Jacob did, we miss opportunities for new ways of SOCIAL ACTION

being. , COMMITTEE pg. 4
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Chanukah invites us into joy. But we cannot light enough candles in eight days, or in any
amount of time, to banish our grief. Creating light does not excuse us from acknowledging
our fears or allow us to turn away from the world outside our homes and our sanctuaries. And
although the calendar tells us when the days will again become light, we cannot know when
our hearts will again find relief. But rather than rushing this season to bring light because
the darkness is frightening or makes us uncomfortable, this Chanukah, may we face darkness
with bravery, even with wonder and openness and a sense of awe. And as we bless the light
we create, let us pray for peace and safety for all of us - here, in Israel, in Gaza, and across

the whole world.
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OD LO AVDA TIKVATENU - OUR HOPE HAS NOT YET BEEN LOST

By DEBORAH LEVY

As I write in late October,

the horrific events of

October 7 are still fresh and
overwhelmingly painful. And
war continues. Where are

we in December? At Sha’ar
Zahav, many have family and
loved ones living in Israel -
some of whom were killed or taken hostage
in this largest massacre of Jews since the
Holocaust. We all feel the pain of having our
people targeted and so brutally killed. Some
of us have Palestinian friends, loved ones
with loved ones in Gaza or the West Bank.
And the world’s empathy for our Jewish pain
has, as it has so often, felt inadequate.

Our communal and individual pain is deep;
we struggle to express and address it. We

grapple with the distinction between anti-
semitism and valid criticism of Israel’s
policies. We struggle with the pain inflicted
on us as Jews, and we struggle with the pain
being inflicted in our name. We grapple with
the distinction and relationship between
Hamas and Palestinians, and between Israel,
Israelis, and the Israeli government. How can
we articulate the complexities of context and
history to move towards peace?

Our views of a prudent path towards peace
differ. We are unified in grief, and disparate
in our responses. Still, as Jews, we all turn to
Sha’ar Zahav as a place to come together, for
comfort, community, and prayer.

At Sha’ar Zahav, we have talked and
struggled together to find common ground
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across differences in the past. What I know I believe we need to do this in order to keep

in October is that, wherever we are in our hope for a peaceful and democratic Israel
December - whatever the situation in Israel alive.

and Palestine, however much we have

learned and shared, however successfully One place our conversation continues is

we have thus far managed to communicate in our monthly L’ havin discussions — Last
with each other - I know we will need to Monday of each month, 6-7:30pm. Check your
keep talking, keep learning, keep sharing. weekly email for the Zoom link and join us!

We say goodbye to Susie Idzik, with tremendous gratitude for her three years
with Sha’ar Zahav. Susie’s last day as SZ’s Executive Director was November
15. We wish Susie wonderful adventures ahead and all the very best!
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NEXT STEPS AT BEIT SEFER PHYLLIS MINTZER

Editor’s note: In this issue, we welcome Kay Magilavy as interim Educator, and we say goodbye
with many thanks to Liz Jaroslow. Liz thanks everyone who has been involved in BSPM - and she’ll
remain involved as a volunteer for Family Holiday programs.

By KAY MAGILAVY

Sha’ar Zahav’s Beit Sefer Our school community explores Jewish
Phyllis Mintzer Shabbat School practice and traditions through art, music,
began this school year with a prayer, lively discussions and cross-age
Sukkah gathering, a Shabbat projects that provide safe paths to learn about
dinner during the holidays, Hebrew, Jewish values, personal growth, and
and Shabbat school on October responsibility for others. Grade K-7 teachers
14. We welcome new families Ila Cherney, Martin Rawlings-Fein, Andréa
throughout the year. Guerra, Michael Lederman and returning

cont’d on p. 4
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madrichimot (teen teaching assistants) create
this nourishing environment. Rabbi Copeland
and Cantor Bernstein are joining the teaching
team with regular visits to the Morning
Circle. This term includes a field trip to the
Contemporary Jewish Museum, a telling of
the history of Sha’ar Zahav and tour of the
Castro by Ron Lezell, and a service learning
day in the early Spring.

The school has been truly blessed in

recent years to be directed by Liz Jaroslow
and, before her, Sue Bojdak. As interim
director, I look forward to continuing their
commitment to build an empowering learning
environment, and [ am focusing toward a
smooth transition for the new director when
chosen.

Let us introduce you ...

... Meet Vlad and Sasha, a gay couple who
fled Russia under duress and were married
in ICE detention ... Meet Enard and Gissela
and their two school-age children who fled
Honduras under duress ... Meet Carlos, a
small farmer and water rights activist, who
fled Honduras under duress ... Meet Ayo and
Michael, who fled Nigeria and Ghana under
duress and met each other on the journey in
Mexico ... Meet Diana, Juan and Chelsy, and
Camila and Mariajose, who fled Columbia
under duress ... Meet Andru, a young gay
man without a supportive family, who fled
Venezuela under duress.

Some are LGBTQ+, some are straight; some
speak English, most don’t; they are people
of all colors — black, brown, white. What do
they have in common?

All have been accompanied by members of
Sha’ar Zahav’s Social Action Committee, as
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We are guided by the Sh’ma: And these
words which I command you this day shall be
upon your heart. And you shall teach them
diligently to your children, speaking of them
when you are sitting in your house, when

you go on your way, when you lie down, and
when you rise up. (Deuteronomy 6:6-7) and
by this mitzvah: ...serve your God in joy and
gladness over the abundance of everything.
(Deuteronomy 28:47). Have children in your
life? Contact me at education@shaarzahav.
org, check out shaarzahav.org/religiousschool
and schedule a visit to see learning in joy
for yourself. May we move from strength to
strength.
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part of the Nueva Esperanza Accompaniment
Team (NEAT) program sponsored by
Interfaith Movement for Human Integrity
(IM4HI). Our Sha’ar Zahav team walks
beside these asylum-seeking immigrants as
they meet the challenges of a new culture
and language, and recover from their
traumatizing experiences. We assist them
in finding and utilizing local resources for
housing, food, clothing, schools, language
classes, transportation, and legal services.

The Torah commands us in thirty-seven
places to love the stranger. We get to know
one another so they are no longer strangers.
We show them that they are welcome into
and part of the community and they are not
alone.

For more information about an opportunity
to get involved, please contact: Neil J Young
(neiljyoung@yahoo.com) or Nancy Wecker
(nwecker@earthlink.net).




Lia Rawlings-Fein

Lia Rawlings-Fein, child of Martin and Shelli
Rawlings-Fein and sibling of Sadie, will be called
to the Torah as a bat mitzvah on February 3. Lia is
a lifelong member of our Sha’ar Zahav community
and attends Beit Sefer.

Lia is a 7th Grader at Hoover Middle School on
the West Side of San Francisco, where she enjoys
studying math and playing trumpet in the school
band. At home, Lia enjoys world-building on
Minecraft with her best friend and others across
grades, going to museums, and playing tourist with
her family by riding cable cars and transit across
San Francisco. She also plays with and has an avid
collection of new and old-school Pokemon.
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Lia would like to thank Karen Schiller, Ina Turpin Fried, Ora Prochovnick, Sarita Groisser,

Rabbi Mychal Copeland, Cantor Sharon Bernstein,

and all the Beit Sefer educators who

have dedicated their time to developing and nurturing her Jewish identity.

General Fund J

Jessie Ap’neva and Nina Wouk
in memory of Diana Robbins

SHA’AR ZAHAV £ IO FLUBL0 I

onathan Funk
in appreciation of Steve Mazer
in memory of Mimi Liu

in memory of Vita Wouk Howard Hahn

James Carlson
in memory of his mother-in-law Rita

in honor of Sarita Groisser and James
Raggio’s aufruf

Roginsky Marc Lipschutz

Tiela Chalmers
in appreciation for hosting her retirement
party

Ellie Cohen and Michal Goralsky
in honor of Tiela Chalmers

Raymon Cutino
in memory of Michael Reynolds

Valerie Daigen
in honor of Howard Steiermann for his
compassion and conducting of the funeral
for Val Daigen’s mother

Steve Elman and Tom Holt
in memory of Ilya Lehrman
in memory of Phyllis Schwartz

J

Jewi

in honor of Steve Anderson and Michael
Gitt upon the occasion of their wedding
in honor of James Raggio and Sarita
Grossier upon the occasion of their
wedding

Rose Katz

in honor of Sarita and James’ wedding,
and in honor of Allan Gold’s and Tiela
Chalmers’ retirements

ordan and Carol Levitin

in memory of Carol’s brother, Frank
Hyman
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Ora Prochovnick and Rena Frantz
in celebration of Josie’s bat mitzvah
in celebration of James and Sarita’s aufruf
and wedding
Karen Schiller
in memory of her father, Jay Schiller
in celebration of Sarita Groisser and
James Raggio’s wedding
David Stein
in honor of Randall Weiss
Michael Tyler, Amy Schustack, and Scott
Kramer
in honor of Tiela Chalmers’ retirement
Ami Zusman
in memory of Frances Friedlander
in memory of Allan Berenstein

Building Fund

Jonathan Funk
in honor of all the High Holiday gabbais

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Steve Elman
in honor of Ariel’s graduation
Geri Kahn
for the honor of an aliyah on Yom Kippur
Michael Tyler, Amy Schustack, and
Scott Kramer
in memory of Helen Jean Flegel, mother
of their good friend Julie Flegel

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Steve Elman
in honor of Jonah’s graduation
Daryl Smith and Barbara Bergmann
in appreciation of Rabbi Copeland

Rabbi Julius and Pearl Funk

Music Fund

Jonathan Funk
in appreciation of Cantor Bernstein
Jonathan Funk and John Arnold
in memory of Alan Hafter

Social Action Fund

Jonathan Funk and John Arnold
in celebration of the wedding of Sarita
Groisser and James Raggio

Ravy K. Bernstein and Paul J. Cohen

Funds
Much appreciation to those who have
already donated to the Ray K. Bernstein
and Paul J. Cohen Funds. We will list the
names of donors in the next JGF.

High Holy Days
Jill Abelson and Jeff Cohen

Donald Abrams

Joy Abrams

Shelley Adler and Nancy Showen
Stan Adler

Bronimir Adler-Ivanbrook

Nicole Album

Randall Alfred

Wesley Ameliorette

Nancy Anderman and Elyse Jacobs
David Angel

Anonymous

Jessie Ap’neva and Nina Wouk
Kathryn Appleton

Denise Aptekar

Christopher Archuleta and William
Goldstein, z”1

Michael Argenyi

Estephan Armenta

Dwyn Asher

Jonathan Avila

Claire Axelrad and Mark Pahlavan
Lee Azus

Janine Baer

Warren Baim

Marianne Balin and Prudence Carter
Ira Barg and Paula Weber

Merle Barkan



Blake Barnes

Isa Barth-Rogers

Judy Baston

Ann Bauman and Kelly Thiemann
Devora Beck-Pancer

Wayne Bender and Junichi Nakajima
Paul Bendix

James Benjamin

Donald Berger

Steven Berlin

Claudia Bernard and Howard Herman
Avia Bernstein

Jessica Best

Larry Best

Gregg Biggs

Adam Bink

Saskia Biscoe

Benjamin Blackman

Alison Blitzer

Andrew Block

Elliot Block

Jaime Bloom

Donna Blow and Nancy Muller
Susan Bluer and Bonnie Goodstein
Adam Blum

Rachel Bobruff

Max Bograd

Mark and Amy Boorstein
Rafael Bortnick

Joshua Botterman

Robin Bowen

Ross Bower

Karen Brandman

Matthew Braunstein

Den Bremond

Emilie Bromet-Bauer
Chrystelle Browman

Helen Bruno and Kevin Stein
Jodi Cahn

Joshua Capilouto

Stacy Carls
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James Carlson

Allison Carter

Edo Castro-Woodhouse

Lea Cavat

Leah Chakoff

Tiela Chalmers and Kailin Koch
Rachel Charatan

Michael Chasnow

Ila Cherney and Kathy England
Bernard Choden and Lois Scott
Anna Chow

Grady Clark

Ellie Cohen and Michal Goralsky
Judith Cohen

Julia Cohen

Michael Cohen

Misha Cohen

Raina Cohen

Triptta Cohen and Jonathon
Thunderword

Irene Cohn

Robin Cohn

Emily Conrad

Amanda Cornfeld

George Cothran

Caroline Cumings

Barb Cymrot

Barbara Daitch

Vanesa Damiani

Ann Daniels and Jonathan Zingman
Lisa Danzig

Andrew David

Margo Davis

Carol Dawson-Rose

Maddie Deutsch

Alisa Dichter and Tim Lesle
Kevin Dillon

Nancy Donovan

Brianna Dorian

Kagan DuPuy-Reagan

Toby Dyner
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Mark Mackler and Wendell Choo

Linda Edelstein and Marion Gillen

Ron Edelman
in honor of Alan Gordon

Jim Edlin and Eve Meyer

Deanne Edwards

Jeanna Eichenbaum

Jaclyn Einis

Maya Elashi

Benjamin Elbaum

Steven Elman

Yael Eytan

Deborah Farkas and Mary Faria

Jason Feinberg

Martin Fenstersheib and Gamaliel

Galindo

Johana Finetti

Lisa Finkelstein and Sarah Grams

Donald Fischer

Zachary Fisher

Amie Fishman

Anna Flider

Hunter Flournoy

Satchel Forrester

Rebecca Foster and Jamie Meltzer

Martin and Meagan Fox

Robin Fragner

Jordan Francis

Benjamin Frandzel

Abraham Frank

Sophie Frank

George Frankel

Judith Frauenglass

Rose Frazier

James Frazin

Estelle Freedman

Shaya French

Jason Fried

Ernest and Kathleen Friedlander
in honor of the fabulous SZ community

Rebecca Friedlander

Nick Friedman and Stacey Friedman
Seth Frost

Jonathan Funk and John Arnold
Andrew Fyne

Judith Ganz

Denise Garbinski

Madeline Gatto

Jerome Geffner

David Gellman and Salo Rawet
Rosalie Gellman

Lynn Gerber

Tamar Gershon

Nathaniel Gertzman

Avraham Giannini

Tony Gilbert

Daniel Gill

Eva Gillis-Buck

Geoffrey Glass

Alexandra Goksenin

Allan Gold and Alan Ferrara
Cary Gold

Avi Goldberg

Daryl Anne Goldman

Shana Goldman

Dan Goncher

Elizabeth Goodman

Ellen Goodman

Rebecca Goodstein

Alan Gordon and Steven Schumacher
Sara Gorr

Annie Gosse and Matthew Fuchs
Jennifer Gothard

Timothy Grant

Julia Green

Tova Green

Marius Greenspan

Lauren Greenwood

Bari June Gregory

Sarah Groisser

Sarita Groisser

Adam Gross



Carl Grunfeld and Gay Crosthwait
Grunfeld

Andrea Guerra

Thomas Gurinskas

Gideon Haber

Sara Haber and Beth Sousa
Howard Hahn

Jan Half and Sharyn Saslafsky
Henry Hall

Leah Hammond

Tony Harris

Zach Hauptman and Zebulon Dezern
William Hayworth

Allegra Heath-Stout

Randall Heilbrunn and Lou Boudreau
Allison Henry

Michele Herzberg-Moran

Ethan and Clinton Higgins
Nina Hill

Emily Hilman

Kristi Hirsch

Ira Hirschfield and Tom Hansen
Shayna Hoffer

Jordan Hopp

Cindy Icke

Alex Ingersoll and Martin Tannenbaum
Brad Jacobson

Clara Jaeckel

Lindy Joffe

Shulamit Jones

Geri Kahn

Rachael Kahn

Nina Kaiser

Stacy Kaplan

Bonnie Kates

Nancy Kates

Judith Katz

Leslie Katz

Lisa Katz and Sharon Heath
Robert Katz

Rose Katz
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Joanna Kauffmann

Amy Kaufman and Victoria Estevez
Beth Kaufman

Charlotte Kaufman

Jane Kenner and Jane Kenner
Jennifer Kiernan

Emily Kirsch

Sarah Kistler

Ariel Klausner-Stern
Kristopher Klein

Marissa Klein

Leslie Kleinberg

Sarah Klevan and Dylan Beighley
Hannah Klion

Irina Klyashchitskaya

Marina Kofsman

Hannah Kohanzadeh

Oleg Korsunsky

Sherie Koshover

Benjamin Kram and Sharon Kubo
Allison Kramer

Tomer Krayzman

Campbell Kurlander

Madison Kwalwasser

Joel Lachter and Jill Ludwig
Watson Ladd

Tom Lakritz

Cynthia Lasden

Smadar Lavie

Marcia Lazer

Natalie Lee

Lewis Lehman and Francois Perrin
Mark Leno

Stephanie Leveene

Adam Levin

Allen Levin

Jeffrey Levin

Nancy Levin

Stacy Levin

Deborah Levy

Lillan and Alison Levy
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Montica Levy

Shana and Amnon Levy
Jennifer Leybovich
Ron Lezell

Rachel Liebert

Marc Lipschutz
Bethany Lobo

Daniel Loftus

Jamie Louis

David Lowe

Laura Lowe

Samuel Lowinger
Jordyn Luks

Cheryl Magid

Merle Malakoff and Gina Surber
Andrew Mann

Hannah Markowitz
Melanie Marshall
Nancy Masters

Nicole Matcha
Margaret Mattes
Rebekah Mayne

Steven Mazer

Tom Medin and Edward Fristoe
Deldelp Medina
Richard Mehler

Arthur Meirson and Thomas Tolerico

Nancy Meyer
Richard Meyerson
Alan Michels and Laureen Kim
Evan Michelson
Howard Miller
Richard Miller
Simone Miller

Rose Mishaan
Asher Mitchell
Stephanie Montague
Ema Morales-Diaz
Karen Morrison
Zoe Moshenberg
Stacey Mufson

Joshua Muller

Ellen Murland and Barbara Rinkoff
David-Elijah Nahmod

Gail Negbaur

Jill Neiman

Wendy Nemeroff

Aaron Newman

Juno Obedin-Maliver

Alicia Obejas

Irene Ogus

Mindy Oppenheim

Emily and Carolina Ornelas-Dorian
Daniel Ostrow

Jonathan Pannor

Hana Passen

Barry and Tirtza Pearl

Geva Perry

John Petry

Jeffrey Piade

Lisa Pickoff-White

Carolyn Pines and Judy Schwartz
Jacqueline Plaza

Dena Plotkin, Jones and Langston Bealum

Kim Pollack

Stuart and Lee Pollack

Harrison Pollak

Jill and Britta Pomrantz

Rebecca Poretsky

Janis Portal

Ben Posner

Mark Pressler and Robert Tannenbaum
Carole Priven

Ora Prochovnick and Rena Frantz
Rebecca Prozan and Julia Adams
Amy Punkar

Gabriel Rafael

Nina Raff and Annie Winters
Joseph Ramirez-Forcier

Amy Randall

Claire Rappoport

Ava Reich



Susan Reiner-Lyon

Robert Reiter

Lauren Rhode

Hollis Rich and Danit Rich

Matt Rich

Norma and Emma Rosen
in honor of Nechama Chava Bat Nechama
Ruchel

Jacob Robinson

Gina Roccanova

Paisha Rochlin-Lehrman and Marvin

Lehrman

Lori Roniger

Marissa Rosemblat

Andrew Rosen

Josh Rosen

Neil Jacob Rosenbaum and Eva Galanes-

Rosenbaum

Jessica Rosenberg

Jordan Rosenberg

Leah Rosenberg

Glenn Rosenbluth

Shawn Rosenmoss

Amy Rosenwohl-Mack

Andrew Roth

Lisa Rubenstein

Jeffrey Rubin and Frank Bush

Aaron Rupchand-Kokotek

Carol Russak

Jessica Santillo

Amy Scharf and Kirsten Gustavson

Joel Schechter and Diana Scott

Emily Scheinberg

Karen Schiller

Zoe Schladow

Eli Schlenker

Barry Schmell

Ruth Schoenbach and Lynn Eden

Daniel Schwartz

Jennifer Schwartz

Susan Schwartz
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Jon Segal

Ilana Segall

Lillian Seidel

Elizabeth Selig

Norman Senenseib and Yuzana Lesley
Andrew Shah and Jason Hain
Jonathan Shalowitz

Robin Shapiro

Zachary Sharrin

Amy Sherman

Karren Shorofsky and Carolyn Reiser
Stephen Shotland

Michael Shriver and Susan Wolfson
Mary Ann Shulman

Charlene Shur

Erik Sikovitz

Michael Silver

Emily Simons

Howard Simons

Arlene Singer and Barbara Leff
Jerome Singer and Donald Dodge
Molly Singer

Elena Sittler

Steven Sklar

Arthur Slepian and Gerry Llamado
Robert Smith

Eliana Smithstein

Samantha Stein

Benjamin Solis-Cohen

Brandie and Sondra Solovay
Brittany Sookikian

Dena Sorokin

Stephen and Annette Spector
Charlie Spiegel

Shane Spiegel

Arianna Stacey

Michael Starkman

Cathrine Steinborn

Megan Steinwedel

Carly Stern

Elana Stettin
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October Stoner

Ben Strauber

Ilana Strubel

Timothy Stuebbe

Karen Sulkis

Richard Swerdlow and Jacques Garbarz

Allyn Tabunda

Christina Tai

Sen Talley
in memory of Allan Berenstein and in
honor of Alan Ferrara, Allan Gold, and
Ron Lezell

Sharon Tanenbaum and Matty Person

Jaime Tannenbaum and Debra Moses

Adam Tatarsky

Andrea TemKkin

Jacob Tesler

Martin Tilzer

Amy Toder and Marguerite Pakodzi

Joan Toledo

Jessica Trieber

Laura Trupin and Beth Ross

AJ Turpen Fried and Ina Turpen Fried

Deborah Udin

Boris Valensi

David Varela-Mendelson

Yardena Vener

Andrea Vogel

Dina Volodarskaya

Marilyn Wacks

Allison Wallsh-Levy and Gabriel Levy

Samuel Walters and Roberto Acordi

Matthew Warsaw

Xoe Watchman

Jeff Weil

Richard Weiner

Eli Weinstein

Mary Weir

Sylvia Weisenberg

Eric Weiss and Dan Alpert

Alyss Weissglass

Abigail Weissman and Melissa James
Steve Weitz and David Hoffman
Randy Weled

Larry Wexler

Mary Catherine Wiederhold
Debra Wilensky and Terry Evan
Sharon Wilensky

Andrew Williamson and Michele Sullivan
Damian WisniewsKki

Judith Wolfe and Jennifer Hughes
Diane Woloshin

Sarah Wonsower

Jason Wood

Manny Yekutiel

Sam and Brandie Yelland
Christine Young and David Gluck
Jonathan Zimman

Aaron Zinman

Louise Zonis and David Fox
Scott Zuccarino

Ami Zusman

Arta Zyglebaum

Sha’ar Zahav is grateful to Randall Weiss, violin,; Victoria Ehrlich,
cello; and Marilyn Thompson, piano, for generously donating the
proceeds from their beautiful October Music in the Mishkan concert.
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AUGUST
Oneg Sponsors:

Gabriel Rafael

in memory of his husband, Gerard Chevalaz
James Carlson

in memory of his mother, Jan Tuzzolino
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In Memoriam
The congregation notes with sorrow the
deaths of:

AUGUST

Phyllis Schwartz
mother of Andy Schwartz

Marian Zailian
aunt of Jo Ellen Kaiser and great-aunt of
Zoe Kaiser

Gloria Endres
dear friend of Alan Ferrara and Allan Gold

N LN ENY PLEASE WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS!

AUGUST
Mike Klayman (he/him)
Batsheva Natal (she/her)

SEPTEMBER

Wesley Ameliorette (they/them)

Deanne Edwards (she/her)

Eva Gillis-Buck (she/her), Ben, and Isaac

Ethan (Weisinger) Higgins (he/him) and

Clinton Higgins (he/him)

Julia Green (she/her)

Shana (she/her) and Amnon (he/him) Levy
“We feel at home in Sha’ar Zahar for its
inclusive, authentic, intentional, artistic,
present, loving Jewish Community.”

Amy (she/her/they/them), Sarah (she/her),

and Noah Rosenwohl-Mack

OCTOBER
Oneg Sponsors:
Sarita Groisser and James Raggio
in celebration of their wedding
Flowers Sponsor:
Don Fischer
in celebration of Sarita and James’ aufruf

SEPTEMBER

Ilya Alexander Lehrman
grandson of Marvin Lehrman

OCTOBER

Shirley Don
“Bubbe Shirley” to Rena Frantz, Ora and
Shayna Prochovnick

Alan Hafter
former husband of Jan Half

OCTOBER

Max Bogard (they/them)

Thomas Gurinskas (he/him & ze/hir)
Thomas began attending Sha’ar Zahav's
online services after moving to an area of
Ohio with no local Jewish community. “I’ve
been a Zoom volunteer for the High Holy
Days for the past two years and am happy to
finally be a full member!”

Rebekah Mayne (she/her)

Rebekah is from Reno, Nevada, and is a
student at USF.

Margret Tabunda (she/her) and Parker

Pevitz (he/him)

Parker grew up Jewish and Margret is

in the process of converting. They feel
very welcomed and accepted at SZ. They
are excited to be more involved in the SZ
community.
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Do you have something to celebrate? Email
jgf@shaarzahav.org

OCTOBER
Sarita Groisser and James Raggio
on their wedding
Josie Fox
on her bat mitzvah
Shaun Poblete
on their conversion
Alex Jacobs
on her conversion

DECEMBER

Ben Blachman

Allan Craig

David Glassberg

Norman David Kramer
Elijah Michael Silverrod MacLachlan
Phyllis Mintzer

Marilyn O’Keeffe

Walter Palmer

Nicholas Papadopoulos
Gerald (Jerry) Rosenstein

JANUARY
George Ash

Bill Ashley-Dobbin
Jerome Davis
Keith Fenton
Ziggy Gimnicher
Allen Harris

Jose Hernandez
Aaron Nacamulli
Cheryl Orvis
Nathan Weinstein
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Tiela Chalmers
on her retirement

Feygl Bonstin and Edgar Purviance
on their wedding

NOVEMBER

Ann Daniels and Jonathan Zingman
on the birth of their granddaughter Ayla
Adira Nguyen

Steve Anderson and Michael Gitt
on their wedding

Nathan Robinson and William Atkins
on their wedding

I SHA’AR ZAHAV NEREEEAHE]

FEBRUARY
John Atteridg

Seth Charney

Paul Cohen

Rabbi Jason Gaber
William Goldstein
Steven Richter
Jamie Rosen

Ada Rosenbaum
Barbara Rosenblum
Evelyn Slenker
Leland Vogel
Stephen Walters
Ronald Wilmot
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Advertise in the JGF!

Let the Sha’ar Zahav
community — and all our
friends — know about your
business or services!

Sha'ar

ZahaV Contact: office@shaarzahav.org

2023-4 Display Advertising Pricelist

Ad Ad
size in size in Members Nonmembers
inches picas

Nourish your values
with your investments

* Holistic personal financial
planning aligned with your
progressive values

* Fee-only* CERTIFIED FINANCIAL
PLANNER® practitioner
specializing in Socially
Responsible Investments

* Small business retirement
plans and consulting

* Free initial consultation

N ((@Jlm Frazin, CFP®, AIF®
(4 415.337.4566 x 101

jim@CommunitasFinancial.com

Jim Frazin, is an Investment Advisory
Representative of Communitas Financial
Planning Inc, an independent invest-
ment advisory firm registered in
California. *No product sales. 8/9/12

10% discount
for four
1ssues: must
be prepaid

$250.00 $165.00 15% discount
for four
i1ssues: must

be prepaid

7x4.5 42px  $170.00 $220.00 20% discount
30p for four
i1ssues: must

be prepaid

7x10.5 42px  $305.00 $365.00 25% discount
63p for four
issues: must

be prepaid

*Inquire as to availability

Please note: Advertising deadline for our next issue is Feb. 20th!

Hills of Eternity
Memorial Park

Home of Peace
Cemetery

T

Salem Memorial Park

Serving Northern California’s
Jewish Commnity Since 1850

* Dedicated section for congregants

¢ In-Ground Burial Plots

* Indoor and Garden Mausoleum Crypts
¢ Niche and In-Ground Urn Gardens

« Convenient Payment Plans

For an appointment,
please call 650.755.4700

Susan Solomon, Executive Director
Benjamin J. Ruhs, Director of Sales

1299 El Camino Real
Colma, CA 94014-3238

www.jewishcemeteries-sf.org
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290 Dolores Street

San Francisco CA 94103
Voice 415 861 6932

Web www.shaarzahav.org

Rabbi Mychal Copeland
Cantor Sharon Bernstein

Hanukkah

Celebrate the light with us!

Hanukkah begins the
evening of December *
7. We’ll have lots of - g
great events, including g‘.‘*
Hanukkah Shabbat A 4
with community E
candlelighting and s
songs on December 8 y
(in person and Zoom), -
Beit Sefer Phyllis

Mintzer Hanukkah

celebration, and other

festive community
celebrations! Stay

tuned and watch

your weekly email

for details.

Sha’ar Zahav Hanukkah
party menorah lighting,
December 1999

Photo by Michael Bettinger






