








Jose Angel Hernandez 
By PAUL COHEN, BRAD FRIEDMAN, AND RABBI REUBEN ZELLMAN 

(Former JGF editor Paul Cohen, z "l, began work 

on this piece before Paul's death in February 2022) 

Sha' ar Zahav member Jose Angel Hernandez, z"l, 

died on January 3, 2022. In the last few years 

Jose threw himself wholeheartedly into our com

munity. Last summer he volunteered as co-con

nector with Brad for the Northeast SF B 'Yachad 

group. He created warm and friendly gatherings, 
including leading Havdalah for us at the laby-

rinth at Grace Cathedral last summer. 

He helped build a small community that was sad

dened by his passing but happy to have known 
him even for just a few months. Reuben knew 

Jose in one particular dimension of their mutual 

lives: music. In addition to both being members 

of the SZ community, Jose and Reuben were 

colleagues at San Francisco's Community Music 

Center. Jose had an enormous, arresting operatic 

tenor voice. Before he died he was preparing to 
apply for doctoral work in vocal performance, 

had been accepted into the SF Symphony Chorus, 

and was to appear this spring in an opera about 
Frida Kahlo at the Mexican Heritage Plaza The

ater in San Jose. When he sang, when he even 

talked about singing, he would fill with anima-

SHA' AR ZAHAV 

All Beit Sefer and SZ families are invited 

to a retreat on Labor Day weekend: 
September 2, 3, & 4 (not including Mon

day). For more information about the pro

gram, registration, and costs: https:llsites. 

google .comlviewlcsz-retreatlhome 
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tion; his passion was obvious, and it was a 

joy to witness a sweet, kind person experi

ence such love through his art. 
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