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December 2025 - February 2026 REMEMBERING OUR FOUNDER, DANIEL CHESIR

By RABBI MYCHAL COPELAND

Our beloved founder, Daniel Chesir, died on October 31. The Torah
portion on the Shabbat eve when Daniel died was “Lech L’cha,”
when Avram is told to leave his parents’ house and everything that
is familiar for a new life in an unknown place. Daniel did exactly
that when he left his Orthodox family in Brooklyn and moved to
California over 50 years ago. Traditional Jewish ritual life was
always a part of who he was, although he was headed on a very
different path.

In 1977, Daniel, Bernard Pechter z”1, and Shamir Durst founded
Sha’ar Zahav as “the gay synagogue of the Golden Gate: a non-
sexist, multi-traditional kehillah.” Daniel wrote: “...after our whole
lives being scorned by other synagogues and often by our families,
we wanted a Jewish community where we could celebrate our lives
and relationships.”

Rabbi Yoel Kahn said: “Daniel ... was self-integrated and self-actualized as a queer Jew before any of
those words were in common usage, always believing in and living out these essential dimensions of
himself with uncompromising integrity.”

Daniel’s mark is everywhere at SZ. But he and our other early visionary leaders also made a
major impact on LGBTQI inclusion in the then ambivalent Reform movement, pushing them to
accept synagogues like SZ into the fold and changing the way LGBTQI people were represented
in the movement’s publications. Daniel served as regional president of the Reform congregational
arm, leading them towards greater inclusion. We are indebted to Daniel and our other leaders for
transforming the way the Jewish world views LGBTQI people.

But SZ was Daniel’s self-proclaimed greatest accomplishment: “being a founder of Sha’ar Zahav
has, without a doubt, been the most significant activity of my life. It has become an organization
surpassing anything I could have dreamed of.”

One of our SZ prayers ends: “When | am gone and have left only my name, I know that I will be
remembered here.” Daniel will be remembered here. And his legacy is that he built a

kehillah k’dosha, a sacred community, which ensured that countless other people will

be remembered long after they are gone as well. Daniel will be remembered as a FROM THE
groundbreaker and a visionary, but also as a kindhearted soul who lived his life ARCHIVES

authentically, and paved the way for so many of us to follow in his footsteps. pg.6
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By MICHAEL SHRIVER

I am becoming obsessed with
our planning for Sha’ar Zahav’s
50th Anniversary. I know, it’s
not until July 2027 (a mere
' 15 months away), but we are
busy planning for our Golden
Anniversary — which is going to
require a lot of help and support
from this community. And the more I take part
in our planning activities, the more I continue
to learn about this community that I truly love.

In a recent 50th Anniversary planning meeting,
a congregant reminded the group: there are

so many achievements, accomplishments, and
challenges that many in our community are
unaware of, or perhaps take for granted. So
many of the things that I experienced when I
came to Sha’ar Zahav and made the decision

to convert — like the Siddur, lay leaders for
services, inclusive language, Beit Sefer Phyllis
Mintzer, the building at 290 Dolores — have a
rich and storied past. And I only learned about
that history because of members who were (and
continue to be) more than happy to tell me the
stories.

We love our stories. And deservedly so. Our

experiences, achievements, setbacks, bumps
in the road, and amazing successes need to
live on. They are more than just the memories
of long-time members; they make up the
collective story of the present. And I believe
that we can only begin to envision our future
when we know our past.

I am proud to be a member of a community
that has been a change agent. We have brought
change to the Reform movement and to the
nationwide Jewish community. We created

a synagogue specifically for the LGBTQ
community when that was a radical act. We
addressed the AIDS epidemic, Sanctuary
efforts, and reparations. We are working

to support trans/gender-nonconforming
communities and to provide access to all who
need it. I wish I had space for all our other
achievements — the impact of this synagogue
has been profound and palpable.

As we look towards the incredible milestone
that is our 50th anniversary, I hope that we
celebrate and honor our past, and also ensure
that future generations of Sha’ar Zahav
members are able to carry all of these stories
into our future.

Sha’ar Zahav

290 Dolores Street
San Francisco CA 94103

VOICE 415-861-6932
WEB https://www.shaarzahav.org

Sha’ar Zahav is a member of the Union
for Reform Judaism, the World Con-
gress of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgender Jews, California Interfaith
Power & Light, and the San Francisco
Interfaith Council

Our Journey to Judaism program is
supported by grants from the National
Center to Encourage Judaism

Sha’ar Zahav Staff

SENIOR CLERGY

Rabbi Mychal Copeland (she/her)
rabbi@shaarzahav.org

Cantor Sharon Bernstein (she/her)
cantorbernstein@gmail.com

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Danny Shapiro (he/him)
danny@shaarzahav.org

DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION
Rabbi Q (Lisa Levenberg, she/her)
educator@shaarzahav.org

DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION
Kerasa Tsokas (she/her)
kerasa@shaarzahav.org
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Rabbi Reuben Zellman (he/they)
rabbireuben@shaarzahav.org

Officers

PRESIDENT Michael Shriver
president@shaarzahav.org

VICE PRESIDENT Patty Caplan
Sara Haber
Steve Mazer

RECORDER Bob Gordon

TREASURER Martin Tilzer
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HARVEY TURPEN FRIED

Harvey Turpen Fried, son of AJ and Ina Turpen
Fried, will be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on

Harvey is a seventh grader at Hoover Middle School,
where he enjoys both sports and music. Harvey brings
passion and enthusiasm to everything he does, from
playing trumpet to playing goalie. Harvey also very
much enjoys video games, including Roblox.

Harvey would like to thank Karen Schiller who served
as Harvey’s amazing mentor for both his drash and the

Hebrew. He is also grateful for his family and so many other adults who have helped him
reach this day, including Beit Sefer teachers including Ila Cherney, Marty Rawlings- Fein
and Andrea Guerra as well as the amazing Rabbi Q. Harvey and his family are so excited to
share this moment of joy with our Sha’ar Zahav community.

Read the JGF Online!

The JGF can be found online. Read current and previous issues at:
https://www.shaarzahav.org/newsletter

Va’ad Members

Warren Baim, Andrea Korsunsky,
Quinn Martinez, Josh Muller,
Tirtza Pearl, Shelli Rawlings-
Fein, Brandie Solovay, Michael
Tyler, Neil Young

Membership

Danny Shapiro
danny@shaarzahav.or

Hineni Caring
Community

If you need help or can volunteer
to help other Sha’ar Zahav mem-
bers in need:

webmarla@me.com

Jewish Gaily Forward

Read the JGF online:
https://www.shaarzahav.org/newsletter/

EDITORIAL TEAM

Ann Daniels, Mark Mackler, Gina
Roccanova, Sharyn Saslafsky, Andrew
Williamson

To reach the JGF editorial team:
jgf@shaarzahav.org

DESIGN AND LAYOUT

Hien Nguyen: hien.h.nguyen@hotmail.com

JGF is published with a generous
donation from Jan Hallf.

Permission to reprint with attribution
granted.
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Articles reflect the opinion of their
authors and not those of Sha’ar Zahav.
Proofing errors will be atoned for
each Yom Kippur. The Jewish Gaily
Forward is published four times a
year: September, December, March,
and June. To submit an article, please
contact jgf@shaarzahav.org for info
about deadlines, editorial requirements
and length requirements.

ADVERTISERS: contact
jef@shaarzahav.org

Sha’ar Zahav reserves the right
to reject any advertisement.

Specifications supplied upon request.
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PUZZLER TIME
By BARB CYMROT

#1 Puzzler: Use the clues and grids to solve the puzzle #2 Puzzler:
How Many Triangles?

Beit Sefer is celebrating Chanukah at Sha’ar Zahav!
What did each person bring?

1. Robin and the person who brought the sufganiyot /\
drank lemonade. Jonah drank milk.

2. The person who brought the latkes gave sandwiches
to Dale and the person who brought the Chanukiah.
The person who brought the sufganiyot sat next to
Alex and Terry.

3. Jonah, Robin and the person who brought the fried
cheese balls laughed at the joke told by the person
who brought the latkes.

4. The person who brought candles showed Alex and
Jonah how to moonwalk.

5. Alex greeted the person who brought the latkes and
the person who brought the Chanukiah at the door.

Fried Sufganiyot |[Chanukiah|Latkes |Candles
Cheese | (jelly donut)
Balls

Dale

Terry

Jonah

Alex

Robin

(Puzzler answers can be found at the bottom of page 6! )
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By AMI ZUSMAN

Love to read and talk about good books? Join
Sha’ar Zahav’s Book Group! We’re a bunch
of book lovers who come together every
other month by Zoom for lively, fun, and
thoughtful discussions of books with Jewish
and/or LGBTQ themes.

The books we read (suggested by those
attending) cover a variety of topics and
genres, although most often we’ve chosen
fiction or memoirs. A few examples:

* A Backpack, a Bear, and Eight Crates of
Vodka - Lev Golinkin’s memoir of his
family’s escape from the Soviet Union
and not-always-easy adjustment as
immigrants in America

* Judy Heuman’s Being Heumann: An
Unrepentant Memoir of A Disability
Rights Activist

By MARTIN TANNENBAUM

It all started during Covid when my husband
Alex and I read about a poignant and
hilarious documentary by Rachel Mason that
focused on her modest Jewish parents who
were also proprietors of a bookstore that
produced and sold gay pornography in West
Hollywood. It was streaming on Netflix and
we had an in with the filmmaker. How could
we resist?

From that initial movie, we decided to form
a movie and theater chavurah — to view films
and plays that were available online — and
then discuss them among ourselves. Since
that start in May 2020, we have viewed and
discussed over 36 films and plays. They
include comedies and tragedies, new and
older productions, and are in English — or

sometimes not: “God of Vengeance” was in
Yiddish.
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 Light from Uncommon Stars by Ryka
Aoki - a teenage trans girl and virtuoso
violinist, a master violinist who has sold
her soul to the devil, and space aliens
posing as donut shop owners

« James McBride’s The Heaven and Earth
Grocery Store - a murder mystery, but
really about the intertwined relationships
between an African American and a
Jewish community

* The Golem of Brooklyn - our most recent
book, a wild romp by Adam Mansbach

We typically meet every other month on

the first Tuesday, 7-8pm. Next meeting is
January 6. Come then or any time! For more
info, check the SZ calendar or email
ami.zusman@berkeley.edu

SHA’AR ZAHAV SEUSIN RN\ (LA 1SN 61 5 V-\AU) V.V |

While not all productions are explicitly
Jewish, many are — and several are produced
in Israel. We explore how or whether they
represent Jewish values, evaluate artistic
values and generally leave our conversation
thinking more highly of the film or play. Of
course, we also ask “Is it good for the Jews?”
That question seems to summon the greatest
debate.

Join us on the first Wednesday of the month
from 6-7:15 pm. It’s a charming and diverse
group of Sha’ar Zahavniks and we’re very
welcoming to new participants. Email
kerasa@shaarzahav.org to be added to our
Chavurah. Our next meeting will be on
January 7.
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Celebrate Our Chanukah Fiesta

MO can resist the exciting sounds of
salsa, the delicious flavors of chili and chi-
chis, and the romance of a quiet beach at
sunset.

Sound tempting? Then brace yourself,
because Sha'ar Zahav’s Chanukah
celebration, Cafe Latke Grande, will of-
fer all—well most—of these, plus a chance
to take part in our big raffle drawing of a
vacation for two to Puerto Vallarta. Join
us for dancing to a professional D], enter-
tainment by a special guest star and, of
course, our world famous “deep dish”
latkes (mit salsal)

Remember to bring your menorah for
our traditional group menorah lighting
ceremony, held at 8:30 sharp. In addition,
another year-old tradition, our Silent
Auction, will be helping to raise funds for
the congregation. (If you have a service
to donate, please call Ralph Frischman at
626-9915.)

Do join us, and bring lots of friends:

Saturday, December 27
8 pm til midnight
Temple Sherith Israel
California & Webster
Donations: $5 members, $7 guests
Dress is colorful

For additional raffle tickets, contact
Shirley Liberman (550-1744) or the CSZ
office. Also contact Shirley to volunteer
to help make this another memorable
occasion.

AY BLASENHEIM

Pirsum ha-nes: Ritual Chair Daniel
Chesir “advertises the miracle” of

Chanukah with his usual flair.

Puzzler Answers!

Puzzle #1: Jonah brought the
Chanukiah, Alex brought the
Donuts, Robin brought the

Candles, Terry brought the Latkes,
and Dale brought the Cheese Balls

Puzzle #2: The Star of David has

20 triangles
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Photos courtesy of Robert
Tat and the Archives
Committee. Do you have
digital photographs or
video of Sha’ar Zahav
activities or events?

The Archives Project,
documenting our history,
would like to have copies.
Contact Lawrence Helman
(heytheresells@gmail.
com) or Robert Tat (rob@
roberttat.com)

Picture (left):
JGF Front Page.
December 1986, showing

Daniel Chesir z”l lighting
the Hanukkia.

Picture (below)

In SZ's early days the men
always made the latkes
for the Chanukah party.
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We are grateful to all our donors! Your generosity supports everything that Sha’ar Zahav does. This issue
lists donations through from July 24th through November 7th.

General Fund
Jessie Ap’neva and Nina Wouk
in memory of Fran Barnett
in memory of Diana Robbins
Christopher Archuleta
in memory of Brie, beloved puppy of
15 years
in memory of his sister-in-law, Evelyn
Archuleta
in memory of his nephew, John Manuel
Martinez Jr.
in memory of his friend, Jimmy Savas
Fred and Harriet Aronow
in memory of our cousin and
companion in rebuilding our world,
Daniel Chesir
Claire Axelrad and Mark Pahlavan
in honor of Martin Tannenbaum and
Alex Ingersoll
Haim Balderas
Rabbi Anita Josefa Barzman MD
Leslie Bergson
James Carlson
in memory of Bob Carlson, Mary
Jeanne Carlson, and Arthur Carlson
in honor of Howard Steiermann
in honor of Cantor’s 18 years with
Sha’ar Zahav
in memory of Daniel Chesir
Tiela Chalmers
in memory of Daniel Chesir

Michael Chasnow and Geetika Agrawal
Ron Edelman
Steven Elman and Tom Holt
in memory of Barbara Pines
Mark Epstein
in honor of Chai Shabbat Honoring
Cantor Bernstein
Jonathan Funk and John Arnold
in memory of Daniel Chesir
in appreciation of Danny Shapiro and
Kerasa Tsokas for orchestrating High
Holidays
in honor of Steve Mazer, Sara Haber
and Tiela Chalmers for organizing High
Holiday services

Roberta Guise
Jan Half and Sharyn Saslafsky
in celebration of Cantor Bernstein
Sasha Harris-Cronin and Nyx Taylor
Tony Harris
Alice Harron
in memory of Daniel Chesir
Stephen Hauptman
in memory of his mother, Yetta
Hauptman
in memory of his father, Michael
Hauptman
in memory of his wife, Trudi Hauptman
Marissa Hubbs
Ken Katz
in honor of Steve Mazer
Ida Kuluk

in memory of Daniel Chesir

Natalie Lee
Jordan and Carol Levitin
in memory of her brother, Frank Hyman
David Lowe
Kay Magilavy
Don Margolin
in honor of Wonderful Friday Oneg!
Bruce McHenry
in memory of Alan F. McHenry
Tom Medin and Edward Fristoe
Barry and Tirtza Pearl
Lynne Piade
in memory of Barbara Pines
Janis Portal
in honor of Chai Shabbat honoring
Cantor Bernstein
Leonard and Juliet Rothman
in memory of Daniel Maurice Rothman
in honor of Chai Shabbat honoring
Cantor Bernstein
Karen Schiller
in memory of Daniel Chesir
in memory of Ada Rosenbaum, Rabbi
Copeland’s mother

in memory of her father, Jay Schiller
Ruth Schoenbach and Lynn Eden
Kari Simpson
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Howard Steiermann
in honor of Thomas Marshall Miller’s
engagement to Zvi Weiss
David Stein and Bill Stewart
in memory of Daniel Chesir
Marc Steinmetz
Daniel Stellini and Bright Singjaroen
in honor of Chai Shabbat honoring
Cantor Bernstein
Margret Tabunda and Parker Pevitz
Judith Wolfe and Jennifer Hughes
in memory of Daniel Chesir
Regina Wurst
in memory of Daniel Chesir
Sam and Brandie Yelland

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Jonathan Funk and John Arnold

in appreciation of Jonathan Funk co-
leading Kol Nidre services with Rabbi
Copeland

Ira Hirschfield and Tom Hansen

Peter Samis
in memory of Daniel Chesir

Karen Schiller
in memory of Rabbi Copeland’s mother,
Ada Rosenbaum

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Christopher Archuleta

in honor of Cantor Bernstein

Diana Buchbinder and Jeane Redsecker
in celebration of Cantor Bernstein’s
Chai Celebration

Steven Elman and Tom Holt
in honor of Cantor Bernstein

Ernest and Kathleen Friedlander
in honor of Cantor Sharon Bernstein’s
Chai Anniversary

Jonathan Funk and John Arnold
in appreciation of co-leading Kol Nidre
services with Cantor Bernstein
in honor of Cantor Bernstein’s 18 years
with Sha’ar Zahav

Rose Katz
in honor of and appreciation of Cantor
Bernstein’s 18th anniversary with us

Nathan Robinson
in honor of 18 years with Cantor
Bernstein
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Jeffrey Rubin and Frank Bush
in celebration of Cantor Sharon
Bernstein’s 18th year as our cantor.
Sharyn Saslafsky and Jan Half
in honor of Cantor Bernstein’s 18th
Anniversary at SZ
Judith Wolfe and Jennifer Hughes
in honor of Cantor Bernstein’s 18 years
at Sha’ar Zahav

Rabbi Julius and Pearl Funk Music Fund
Jonathan Funk and John Arnold
in memory of Hilda Trueheart
in memory of Donna Blow
in honor of the birth of Julianna Rose
Cohen
in memory of Carol Cullens
Marjorie Hilsenrad
in appreciation of Jonathan Funk’s
continuing dedication to bringing music
to our Congregation

High Holy Days
Donald Abrams and Clint Werner

Nicole Album

Randall Alfred

Wesley Ameliorette

Genevieve Aoki

Jessie Ap’neva and Nina Wouk
Christopher Archuleta

Michael Argenyi

Chad Armstrong

Lani Asher

Alex and Amir Austin

Yesenia Avelar

Claire Axelrad and Mark Pahlavan
Lee Azus

Mahri Bahati

Warren Baim

Kimberly Balsam

Ira Barg and Paula Weber

Isa Barth-Rogers

Judy Baston

Teresa Baum

Ann Bauman and Kelly Thiemann
Snoqualmie Beadles

Stephen Bearg

Wayne Bender and Junichi Nakajima
Paul Bendix

Jacob Bercow

Steven Berlin

Allison Berliner

Howard Herman and Claudia Bernard



Arthur Bernstein

Av and Mel Bernstein

Matthew Patchell and Ruth Bernstein
Larry Best

Loren Bialik

Gregg Biggs

Marisa Blackburn

Benjamin Blackman

Hannah Blakely

Nathan Blau

Brian Blenner

Susan Bluer and Bonnie Goodstein
Emily Blumsack

Michael Borger

Sid Bradford

Karen Brandman

Matthew Braunstein

Chrystelle Browman

Kevin Stein and Helen Bruno
Katherine Bulger

Emma Bushnell

Asher Butnik

Patricia Caplan and Jonathan Simonoff
James Carlson

Lea Cavat

Ellen and Tuck Chaiken-Shapiro
Lisa Chanoff

Yael Chanoff

Michael Chasnow and Geetika Agrawal
Ila Cherney and Kathy England
Michael Chertok

Heather Chevlin

Shareena Clark Ascher

Amy Clark

Roger Coble

Jacob Coblentz and Kirsten Walters
Michael Cohen

Robert Cohen and Jay Monson
Irene Cohn

Emily Conrad

Amanda Cornfeld

David Couch and Nancy Halloran
Rick Crane

Mary Crawford

Liz Cutler

Barb Cymrot and Andrea Kress
Rina Dale

Ann Daniels and Jonathan Zingman
Lisa Danzig

Jupiter Davis

KD Davis

Vivian Derr

David Dodson

Rose-Anne Donner Colt

Kenneth Dowling

Gregg Drinkwater
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Ryan Dudak

Aleta Dupree

Rena Dvoretzky

Amanda Ebey

Ron Edelman

Eric Edelstein

Linda Edelstein and Marion Gillen
Jim Edlin and Eve Meyer
Deanne Edwards

Jeanna Eichenbaum

Leslie Einhorn and Jennifer Gandy
Maya Elashi

Talia Elfezouaty

David Ellis

Arlis Elster

Veronica Essex

Dana Estra

Deborah Farkas and Mary Faria
Daniel Feinberg

Jason Feinberg

Tamara Feinberg

Joseph Feiner

Steven Feinstein

Jon Feldman

Martin Fenstersheib and Gamaliel
Galindo

Jeffrey Ferman

Kristen Fernhoff

Mazi Ferreira Da Silva

David Fierberg

Joan Fierberg

Amy Fine

Lisa Finkelstein and Sarah Grams
Donald Fischer

Zachary Fisher

Fred Fishman

Jonathan Fookes

Michael Foster

Rebecca Foster and Jamie Meltzer
Martin and Meagan Fox

Robin Fragner

Benjamin Frandzel

Abraham Frank

Sophie Frank

George Frankel

Rose Frazier

James Frazin

Jason Fried

Rebecca Friedlander

Aaron Friedman

Jackie Friedman

Jason Friedman

Jonathan Funk and John Arnold
Andrew Fyne

Sarah Gamel
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Judith E Ganz

Ingrid Gavshon

Lisa Geduldig

Lynne Gerber

Avraham Giannini

Eva Gillis-Buck and Ben Berman
Melinda Ginne

Nathaniel Goetz

Alexandra Goksenin

Allan Gold

Cary Gold

Judy Golden

Joan Goldman

Shana Goldman

David Goldsmith

Eve Goldstein-Siegel

Stuart Goldstein

Vicki and Gary Goldstone
Elizabeth Goodman

Ellen Goodman

Rebecca Goodstein

Kaitlin Gordon

Annie Gosse and Matthew Fuchs
Leigh Gouch

Roseann Gould

Stefan Gracik

Timothy Grant

Joshua Greenbaum

Ted Greenberg

Marc Greene

Marius Greenspan

Sarita Groisser

Carl Grunfeld and Gay Crosthwait
Grunfeld

Nandita Gupta

Tina and Doug Guterman-Polcin
Sara Haber and Beth Sousa
Howard Hahn

Jan Half and Sharyn Saslafsky
Paloma Hamlett

David Handsher

Joseph and Anna Harkman
Sasha Harris-Cronin and Nyx Taylor
Maxwill Hauser

Kathryn Hecht

Michele Herzberg-Moran

Kayla Hess

Ira Hirschfield and Tom Hansen
Mark Hoffheimer

Vicki Hoskins

Kaye Hoxter and Jodi Bando
Alex Ingersoll and Martin Tannenbaum
Craig Jacobson

Clara Jaeckel
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Brian Jennings

Kelsey Jonat

Harrison Kadish

Geri Kahn

Nina Kaiser

Michael Kalb and Brian Heng
Beth Kaplan

Stacy Kaplan

Barbara Kastner

Bonnie Kates

Nancy Kates

Leslie Katz

Lisa Katz and Sharon Heath
Robert Katz

Rose Katz

Joanna Kauffmann

Beth Kaufman

Barbara Kelly

Jane Kenner

Sarah Kistler

Peggy Kivel

Judith Klain

Stephanie Klassen

Matthew Klein

Sarah Klevan and Dylan Beighley
Hannah Klion

Hannah Kohanzadeh

Edward and Ikuko Korthof
Sherie Koshover

David Kover and Dagny Dingman
Yelena Kozlova

Benjamin Kram and Sharon Kubo
Noteh Krauss

Jacob Kreimer

Clarissa Kripke and Gail Ludwig
Savannah Kunovsky

Madi Kwalwasser

Joel Lachter and Jill Ludwig
Watson Ladd

Tom Lakritz

Cynthia Lasden

David Lasker

Smadar Lavie

Marcia Lazer

Natalie Lee

Brad Post and Susan Leff
Gregory Leifer

Mark Leno

Vesna Lerotic

Joshua Leskar and Kaitlyn Miller
Stephanie Leveene

Mike Levi

Allen Levin

Nancy Levin

Stacy Levin



Bradley Levine

Daniel Levy

Deborah Levy

Janice Levy

Lillan and Alison Levy
Montica Levy

Rachel Levy

Shana and Amnon Levy
Jennifer Leybovich
Ron Lezell

Larry Liebert

Ana Linder

Marc Lipschutz
Stanley Llewellyn

Daniel Loftus and Christopher Nguyen

Jamie Louis

Shandra Luckey

Benny Lunine and Dar Rosteck
Andrew Mann

Melanie Marshall

Chaya Rivka Mayerson

Steven Mazer

Jennifer Mechem

Tom Medin and Edward Fristoe
Richard Mehler

Arthur Meirson and Thomas Tolerico
Stuart Menaker

Miriam Menzel and Jim Musselman
Nancy Meyer

Richard Meyerson

Alan Michels and Laureen Kim
Howard Miller

Jane Miller

Richard Miller

Ilana Minkoff

Susan Mizner

Ema Morales-Diaz

Marc Morozumi

Anne Moses

Dina Moskowitz

Celia Mourkogiannis

Nancy Muller

David-Elijah Nahmod

Rachel Naidich

Samuel Naujokas

Jill Neiman

Jared Nesvet

David Neuman

Aaron Newman

David Ofman

Irene Ogus

Emily and Carolina Ornelas-Dorian
Daniel Ostrow

Jonathan Pannor
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Hana Passen

B Pasternak

Colette Patt

Matthew Peck

Evgenia Pekelny

Patrice Perlin

John Petry

Jeffrey Piade

Lynne Piade

Lisa Pickoff-White

Carolyn Pines and Judy Schwartz
Mari Plagge

Harrison Pollak

Lealah Pollock

Rebecca Poretsky

Janis Portal

Ora Prochovnick and Rena Frantz
Amy Punkar

Lynn Pyke

Lindsey Rabhan

Nina Raff and Annie Winters
Harriet Rafter

James Raggio

Amy Randall

Dav Rauch

Martin and Shelli Rawlings-Fein
Daniel Redman and Olaf Mathé
David Reich

Susan Reiner-Lyon

Robert Reinhard

Karen Reinstein

Theresa Rendlich

Andrea Resnick

Evan Sagerman and Marci Riseman
Mark Rittenberg

Noah Ritz

Ann Ritzma and Elaine Porter
Jacob Robinson and Ismael De Luna
Nathan Robinson

Gina Roccanova

Marvin Lehrman and Paisha Rochlin-
Lehrman

Laurel Rohrer

Lori Roniger

Alice Rose

Andrew Rosen

Joan Rosen

Norma Haas Rosen

Sarah Rosen

Jessica Rosenberg

Shawn Rosenmoss

Stephen Rosenthal

Andrew Roth

Svetlana Royzen
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Moshe Rozdzial

Jeffrey Rubin and Frank Bush
Michael Rubinstein

Jordan Rudner

Aaron Rupchand-Kokotek

Carol Russak

David Rutenberg

Danna Sadetsky

Ilyse Sandler

Jessica Santillo

Sharyn Saslafsky

Josh Sassoon

Barbara Savitz

Karen Sawislak

Cherri Shur

Lillian Schaechner and Elaine Weissman
Emma Schain

Amy Scheffler and Peter Bershatsky
Hilda Scheib

Jack Schell

Luke Schemmel and Jonathan Shapiro
Larry Scherwitz

Karen Schiller

Eli Schlenker

Barry Schmell

Ruth Schoenbach and Lynn Eden
Jennifer Schwam

Jacob Schwartz

Jennifer Schwartz

Sunny Schwartz

Skyler Scoggan

Eliot Seal

Kyle Sears

Elizabeth Selig

Lisa Serebin and Daniel Stromberg
Andrew Shah and Jason Hain
Jonathan and Naomi Shalowitz
Mark Shapero

Diane Shapiro

Russ Sharkey

Benjamin Shaw

Amy Sherman

Aspen Shirley-Dancoff

Michael Shriver and Susan Wolfson
Carol Ruth and Ella Silver
Michael Silver

Amanda Silverman

Howard Simons

Arlene Singer and Barbara Leff
Jerome Singer and Donald Dodge
Steven Sklar

Sacha Sloan

Kathleen Smith

Eliana Smithstein

Samantha Stein
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Debra Solomon and Gil Carmel
Brandie and Sondra Solovay
Brittany Sookikian

Katherine Sorin

Amy Spade

Michael Starkman

Debra Stein

Ross Stein

Elizabeth Steinfield and Janell Fischer
Megan and David Steinwedel
Marika Straw

Ilana Strubel

Deepa Subramanian

Karen Sulkis

Richard Swerdlow and Jacques Garbarz
Sen Talley

Sharon Tanenbaum and Matty Person
Robert Tat

David Theil

Martin Tilzer

Amy Toder and Marguerite Pakodzi
Violet Trachtenberg

Adina Trager

Laura Trupin and Beth Ross
Robert Tufel

Michael Tyler and Amy Schustack
Susan Unger and Pam Erwin
Allison Valdez

Carol Varney

Yardena Vener

Adin Walker

Dina Wallin and Gustavo Garner
Rachel Ward

Ella Warshauer

Christi Waybright

Nancy Wecker and Lisa Wuennenberg
Sarah Weinberg

Elias Weinstein

Lorraine Weir

Sylvia Weisenberg

Charlotte-Alyss Weissglass

Avi Weizman

Helene Wenzel

Karen Wesler

Larry Wexler

Thomas White

Debra Wilensky and Terry Evan
Sharon Wilensky

Andrew Williamson and Michele Sullivan
Daniel Wiser

Damian Wisniewski

Abigail Wizansky

Judith Wolfe and Jennifer Hughes
Lesley Wynn

Sam and Brandie Yelland
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David Gluck and Christine Young
Polina Zatsman

Gail Zellman

Olga Zilberbourg and David Grenetz
Jonathan Zimman

Aaron Zinman

Edwin Zinman

Louise Zonis and David Fox
Scott Zuccarino

Ami Zusman

David Zusman

Siddur Dedication
Jonathan Funk and John Arnold

in honor of Steve Mazer

The Welcome Home Project
in memory of Paul Cohen z”]1 and Ray

Bernstein z”’1:

James Carlson
in honor of Gregg Biggs’ Entry in the
Covenant
Jonathan Funk and John Arnold
in honor of High Holiday Gabbais
Ira Hirschfield and Tom Hansen
Eric Weiss and Dan Alpert
Judith Wolfe and Jennifer Hughes

SHA’AR ZAHAV ARIZOINNI0XNTs 00

SEPTEMBER

Flowers Sponsors:

Shawn Meir Matloob
in memory of his mother Shahnaz Rahel
Cohanim Matloob and grandparents
Mehdi Meir Cohanim and Iran Cohanim

Oneg Sponsors:
David Lowe

in memory of his husband, Daniel
McGoldrick

OCTOBER

Oneg Sponsors:

Marius Greenspan
in memory of his brother Jerry
Greenspan and his parents, Earl and
Evelyn Greenspan

SHA’AR ZAHAV ARIJONRNI0NI 00N

NOVEMBER

Flowers Sponsors:
Shawn Meir Matloob

in celebration of Sarah Grams’
conversion

Oneg Sponsors:
Lisa Finkelstein
in memory of her father, Les Finkelstein

SHA’AR ZAHAV ARSIV Ne0)\%13)
OUR NEW MEMBERS

AUGUST

Russ Sharkey - he/him

Marcus Alexander - he/him

Haim Balderas - he/him

Chrystelle Browman- she/her

Deanne Katz (she/her) and Jeffrey Cohen
Mark Epstein

Babs Daitch

OCTOBER

Deb Dauber - she/her
Meredith Benton - she/her
Rebecca Prozan - she/her

SHA’AR ZAHAV AGOIINI0) NGNS

Sha’ar Zahav mourns the loss of our
member and founder Daniel Chesir, and
extends our sympathy to his loved ones.

In Memoriam

The congregation notes with sorrow the
deaths of:

AUGUST
Joan Strober Gordon

cousin of Eli Andrew Ramer
Marsha Hilsenrad

sister-in-law of Marjorie Hilsenrad
Stephen Jatovsky

father of Naomi Jatovsky
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John Parrish DECEMBER
Clark Beebe
Allan Craig
David Glassberg

friend of Ora Prochovnick
Suzanne Roniger

mother of Lori Roniger and grandmother Mildred Goldstein
of Pita and Judy Norman David Kramer
Sanford Shapir Elijah Michael Silverrod MacLachlan
friend of Michael Bettinger Marilyn O’Keeffe
Walter Palmer
SEPTEMBER Nicholas Papadopoulos
James Kleerup Sol Segal

Frieda Shaber
Jerry Sharlin

Kathy (Pixie) Swanz
Richard Wilson

friend of Tony Harris
Maurice Bernard Millman

uncle of Gary Goldstone

OCTOBER JANUARY
Ruth Dick George Ash
mother of Stuart Dick Bill Ashley-Dobbin
Charlotte Katz Robert Baldock
mother of Robert Katz Beth Berenson

Ben Blachman

Barbara Pines .
Jerome Davis

sister of Carolyn Pines Keith Fenton
Rosalie Rosenbaum William Goldstein

friend of Steve Elman and Tom Holt Jose Hernandez
Hilda Truehart Arthur Judelsohn

cousin of Sharyn Saslafsky Phyllis Mintzer
Jerome Trupin Israel Miranski

Aaron Nacamulli
Cheryl Orvis
Eugene 1. Pearl
Martha R. Pearl

SHA’AR ZAHAV AVINVASIEIe) Gerald (Jerry) Rosenstein
Soraya Vorster

father of Laurie Trupin

Got something to celebrate? Send your FEBRUARY
Mazel Tov Announcements to office@ John Atteridg
shaarzahav.org to be included in future Tauby Auerback
newsletters. Paul Cohen

Rabbi Jason Gaber
Ziggy Gimnicher

OCTOBER Allen Harris
Dvorah Lewis and Joshua Selesnick Zadie Heart
on getting married Batya Kalis
Mordechai Kashtan
NOVEMBER Rabbi Sanford Lowe
Marty Rawlings-Fein Hyman Margolis

. . Steven Richter
on becoming a Rabbi Ada Rosenbaum

Sarah Grams . Barbara Rosenblum
on converting to Judaism Ephraim Troy
Leland Vogel
Stephen Walters
Nathan Eli Weinstein
Ronald Wilmot

14 Jewish Gaily Forward / December 2025 - February 2026




SHA’AR ZAHAV (000181 ¥R
Hills of E Nourish your values 4 N\
ills of Eternit : ;
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Memorial Park * Holistic personal financial o
planning aligned with your advertising!
progressive values o
Home of Peace « Feeonly* CERTIFIED FINANCIAL Your contributions
Cemetery PLANNER® practitioner help us realize our

specializing in Socially . g
Responsible Investments commitment to building

Salem Memorial Park  Small business retirement and maintaining a vibrant,

Serving Northern California’s plans? and Consultlng_ llVll'lg community for
* Free initial consultation , .
. i Sha’ar Zahav. With your
, ‘ ( (v Jim Frazin, CFP°, AIF® : )
 Dedicated section for congregants i‘l\l" N flnanCIal Support, we
+ In-Ground Burial Plots = iz 415.337.4566 x 101

* Indoor and Garden Mausoleum Crypts
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Jewish Commnity Since 1850

continue to prosper, grow,

jim@CommunitasFinancial.com
d and celebrate our future.

« Convenient Payment Plans Jim Frazin, is an Investment Advisory
Representative of Communitas Financial \_ Yy,
For an appointment, Planning Inc, an independent invest-
please call 650.755.4700 ment advisory firm registered in
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Susan Solomon, Executive Director
Benjamin J. Ruhs, Director of Sales

1299 El Camino Real
Colma, CA 94014-3238

www.jewishcemeteries-sf.org
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S v Advertise

ha'ar in the
Zahav JGF!

Let the Sha’ar Zahav
community and all our
friends know about your
business or services!

Contact:
office@shaarzahav.org

Please note:
Advertising deadline

for our next issue is
Jan. 20th, 2026!
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North Bay East Bay South Bay
/San Francisco /Tri-Valley /Peninsula
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Join us for Hanukkah in the Castro on December 15 @ Watch the weekly email

and Hanukkah Shabbat on December 19

c.1984

003338

for more info!

Congregation Sha’ar Zahav
1991 CHANUKAH RAFFLE
1st Prize - $500.00
2nd Prize - SONY DISCMAN
PLUS MANY OTHER EXCITING PRIZES

Drawing to be held at Chanukah Party

SAT.DEC. 7, 1991 7:30 to 10 p.m.

Unitarian Center — Franklin at Geary — S.F.

Donation $2.00 ea $20.00 For A Book of 12
All proceeds Benefit Need Not Be
Congregation Sha'ar Zahav Present To Win

Raffle Ticket from Chanukah,
c.1991



